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FOREWORD

From ancient times the scientists and writers of the East and 
West have been arguing that whether politics is science or talent. 
The majority have come to a conclusion that if politics is realized 
at the zenith of a talent of governing, it is in principle both science 
and talent. It concerns only the person that is capable to take up 
political activity in this level of professional designation and in the 
acme of recognition of historical responsibility.

The most surprising and saddest legend is the following: most 
people think that if they cannot remove mountains like Farhod, 
they can govern like Khusrav! This is no accidental that at all times, 
when the foundation of government is weakened, first and most of 
all two groups of people – low-profit opportunistic amateurs and 
sly gainful dealers – start taking ill-fated efforts.

For us, Tajiks, this social and historic phenomenon is not new; 
during the so-called “Bloody February” (“Bahmanmohi khunin”) 
and on the threshold of civil war (1992-1997) all of us evidently 
saw that new irresponsible careerists trying to achieve their political 
goals set to such terrifying and dishonorable actions that they were 
fully against the spirit of moral traditions of our proud nation! 
When our patriotic poet Loiq Sherali at the height of Tajik civil war 
regretfully said “such a vain supreme culture” and moral gap came 
into his view that in the end of communist epoch appeared because 
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of deprivation from the sources of traditions of the ancestors among 
the individuals and people and manifested itself completely in the 
fratricidal war of 1990s.

It is proved back long ago in science, literature and art that 
nobody can reach creative apogee without inborn talent. It should 
also be added: in politics it is so too. Finally, as the Great Hoja of 
Shiraz says derisively:

Not everyone who puts an edge of crown awry and sat steady, 
Is not worthy to wear a crown and rule! 

Noble politician as a prominent poet, scientist or craftsman 
is a rare phenomenon. At the scene of world politics, outstanding 
personality comes every year. As he is not only the fruit of upbringing 
and education, but he should be gifted naturally. Thus, the 
specialists of political psychology in America observed the behavior 
of children during their game playing and came to a conclusion that 
the qualities of leader are developed from the childhood.   

In this case, work experience only is not sufficient in order to 
become a competent leader; insight, courage and will – these are the 
factors that are natural qualities and are efficient only in total. In 
order to be firmly convinced of the truth of this fact it is enough to 
compare the activities of two figures of the post-soviet Tajik politics 
Rahmon Nabiyev and Emomali Rahmon as presidents. The late 
Nabiyev in spite of all experience and knowledge acquired during 
holding his high party and soviet posts could not realize properly the 
process and peculiarities of national crisis of the beginning of 1990s 
and almost brought our newly independent country to collapse. 

In the case of Emomali Rahmon, regardless of the fact that 
he was young and had insignificant experience, he deeply and 
exactly understood the essence of national crisis and took timely 
and effective measures with the idea of state responsibility in mind. 
The most important result of effective initiative of the new head of 
our newly established state was the fact that he could stabilize our 
troubled and volatile society and channeled its massive efforts and 
tremendous potential to the constructive causes. 
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Here we should refer to the brightest period of the history of 
Tajiks – golden age of Samanids. The main cause of the historical 
collapse of Samanids state, contrary to the fact that some of 
our contemporaries suppose, was neither “historical destiny” 
nor “betrayal of clergy”. The outstanding cause was political 
incompetence and weakness of the last Samanid Emir Abdulmalik 
who was not worthy of the king’s rank. Eventually, the enemy that 
caused the collapse of Aryan dynasty in holy Bukhara, threatened 
the dynasty of Ismoili Somoni. However, Emir Ismoil due to 
extraordinary wit and strong will in the manner of “skillful horseman 
and hero armed with cudgel” (description of Firdawsi) had in his 
hand the whole territory of his state. It is due to this that he did 
not want to repair the damaged stronghold of his capital and said 
in the culmination of his personal pride: “As long as I live, I shall 
be the racer of Bukhara province!” Even if Emir Ismoil showed his 
arrogance at first glance, as the first historian of Bukhara Abubakr 
Narshakhi said, “all that he accepted, he used and consistently 
fought himself and did not allow the enemies to achieve victory 
over Bukhara”.

History will not repeat, but it is not empty of similar cases or 
comparable events. Orders and acts of Ismoil Somoni and Emomali 
Rahmon were undoubtedly fateful initiatives and in this regard 
have also philosophic aspect. In the soviet period all of us were 
historians. In school we were taught that the only creator of history 
is the people. In their turn the people act in the strict framework of 
universal and objective laws that is called the historical necessity. 
The universal law did not consider the wish and will of individual 
persons. In other words, Marxist theory did not consider the historic 
role of personality in contrast to historic role of the people. As a 
result, the historians confined themselves in the light of a range of 
economic and political events, wars, revolutions and declined to 
analyze and think about the moral aspect of events and to find the 
particular meaning of history.

At the same time, abroad (particularly in France) a new theory 
of historiography formed that first and foremost all pays attention 
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to the life and activity of individual personalities and the details of 
their deeds and thoughts. If previously the theme of historiography 
was called completely “human in the tide of history”, so now it has 
been named “history in the being of human”. 

In the mirror of post-soviet evolution of Tajikistan it is 
evident that proportion of personality and people as a subject of 
history has some aspects that cannot be evaluated in the Marxist 
manner. Actually, Tajik people could not play their decisive role 
properly, to be more exact under the influence of active persons 
that are mentioned above as “low-profit opportunist amateurs and 
sly gainful dealers” it turned eventually into a destructive force. 
In this relation, there is no doubt that why Spanish philosopher 
Jose Ortega y Gasset expressed concern about the overt activity of 
“people” in the twenties of the last century.

Fortunately, after the advent of Emomali Rahmon to power the 
issue completely changed: it is he that faced the “awakened” people 
with strong will (including through disarmament and promoting of 
Islamic values by absolution of sins) and directed them into the road 
of national unity. In this regard, the authors of the book “World-
known Tajik” are fully right that have called Emomali Rahmon a 
savior of nation.

The words of Nosirjon Salimov and Abdufattoh Sharifzoda 
are not excessive exaggeration! In the newest history of Tajiks 
and Tajikistan the President Emomali Rahmon really has served 
matchlessly! The historic and philosophic essence of the initiative 
of the head of state is the following: the sound mind of personality 
that has been enlightened with the abundance of our traditional 
morality, has overcome the instinct of people that was completely 
for the good of nation. 

The authors of the book in the end of analysis and examination 
of national crisis of nineties have come to a general conclusion: it 
is to our, Tajiks’ good fortune that the beginning of establishment 
of national state has coincided with the historic appearance of 
talented and willful politician Emomali Rahmon: it is due to his 
state governing and consistent efforts that our war-ravaged society 

F O R E W O R D
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has awakened and started the determining cause and thus the 
Republic of Tajikistan strides confidently along with the civilized 
countries across the globe. Our, citizens’ confidence is – as the 
authors emphasize – the cause of our belief in the leader of our 
national state that has set to the construction of democratic, legal 
and secular state. 

The conclusion is that Nosirjon Salimov and Abdufattoh 
Sharifzoda have depicted the political and moral character of 
Emomali Rahmon in three aspects of his activity – as the head of 
state, leader of nation and world politics figure – and have provided 
each with model examples and concrete statements. Moreover, it 
has to be added that the words of Nosirjon Salimov and Abdufattoh 
Sharifzoda are the first and visible initiative. I wish them every 
success in their observations and scientific findings in this cause!   

Akbar Turson
Corresponding member of 
the Academy of Sciences 
of the Republic of Tajikistan  
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TREASURES OF FAITH AND LOVE

At the end of turbulent twentieth century and the beginning 
of the new millennium, globalization has brought up a new picture 
on the political arena of the ancient world. Experiences, lessons 
and the teachings of the world managing schools, moreover, the 
life, thought and civilization of other peoples and nations faced 
with such challenges and difficulties that the world history had 
not ever known. On the background of this new global reality 
peoples and states, in order to find the right way to solve their 
human and social problems, were in need of such extraordinary 
personalities who by their nature, spiritual being and the talent of 
governing the country might best embody the history and destiny 
of their nations, protect national interests and aspirations of the 
people according to their historical values, determine their rightful 
place in the challenging world of today. We should be thankful 
and proud that, alongside with several well-known politicians of 
the modern world who have achieved great success in planning an 
appropriate system of state governance that meets the protection 
and development of the national aspirations of the people, the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon has 
special rightful place. The President of Tajikistan is recognized 
throughout the civilized world, by the international centers, and 
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heads of small and large countries as a gifted political leader. 
The positions and policy guidelines of Tajik leader are sincerely 
approved and supported by them.

Happily for the Tajik nation, the Independence of Tajikistan 
has coincided with an appearance on the historical scene of such 
a creative personality who was completely enveloped in flames of 
endless love for his country, nation, national history and values, 
and the shining light of this flame lights the way of our ancient 
nation for new achievements.

Reflection on the essence and meaning of independence, the 
essence and lessons of the traveled distance, which can be regarded 
insignificant in time measurement but represented by the historical 
period of radical changes in the lives of the Tajik nation, is a natural 
and logical matter, implemented by politicians and scientists of the 
country. Among these problems, a special place belongs to the role 
of personality in history, ties of intellectual and real factors with 
the formation of primary and secondary historical processes.

For a long time, sociologists and historians firmly adhered 
to the opinion that the role of personality in the development 
of society is relative, and that the individual person, no matter 
how great is its innate talent and natural intelligence, is not able 
to make history and revive the nation. This point of view, which 
denies the spiritual essence of the history of humanity and the 
greatness of human spirit, which puts a person on the edge of 
history, commented one-sidedly on the relationship of a human 
and history, did not perceive creative, constructive mission of a 
personality.

The history of the Tajik nation and other nations demonstrates 
that fundamental changes in the socio-political system, in the 
national consciousness and idea, in the mode of life, in intelligence 
and consciousness of individuals of society are closely and 
completely connected with causes and deeds of great personalities, 
those personalities, who in their knowledge, political, spiritual and 
moral will embody the historical aspirations of the people. One can 
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remember the Great Cyrus from ancient history and Ismoil Somoni 
from medieval history, who made reviving political, economic and 
spiritual changes in the historical fate of their compatriots, and 
thus opened the way for progress and accelerated development of 
the state and nation. Thus, the stories and legends about the great 
feats and deeds of the peoples and nations reflect their history as 
in a mirror.

On this basis, we should emphasize two aspects of current 
issue regarding the role of personality in history. Firstly, national 
aspirations and a sense of historical continuity were initially, 
genetically peculiar to the personal, human and spiritual world of 
Emomali Rahmon, long before his arrival to power, these qualities 
have grown in his mind and heart at the level of awareness and 
perception of the world, relying on his sense of responsibility for 
the nation and homeland. Secondly, for five thousand years the 
Tajik people and its world-famous culture brought up in their 
arms such outstanding and dedicated men, who in the most tragic 
periods stood up to defend their native land, language and culture 
with honor and dignity, relying on their wisdom and talent, on the 
experience of their predecessors, revived the fundamental national 
values, reunited the history of the people with arterial highway of 
civilization. 

Election of Emomali Rahmon as the country’s leader was due 
not only to the fact that the young politician was intellectually and 
morally prepared for such a responsible role, but it was the dictates 
and demands of history emanating from the needs of modern times, 
the period of independence of Tajikistan. 

Our wise forefathers also considered a man, a perfect man as 
a whole world, a pearl of whose essence is superior to conventional 
measures of personality. The essence of such a person lives on the 
spiritual and psychological resource that gives him the power 
of will, guides him to the great accomplishments, and clears his 
way to achieving the noble goals. A man, endowed with such 
qualities, finds so much strength and capabilities in himself that 

T R E A S U R E S  O F  F A I T H  A N D  L O V E
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implementing them with the involvement of society, becomes a 
vital force of the entire people and nation. Medieval outstanding 
thinker Muhammad Ghazoli in his work “Nasihat-ul-muluk” 
(“Instructions to the Rulers”) wrote: “Know and remember that 
God has given advantage to two groups of children of Adam: one 
of them - the prophets and another - the rulers. But he sent the 
prophets to his slaves to point them the way to him and elected 
kings in order that they (the people) took care of each other, gave 
the reins of their lives to them (the kings), and endowed them with 
intelligence and high position. So as you hear in the narrations 
that “the ruler is the shadow of the greatness of God on earth, that 
is, he was elected by God to rule over his people”.

At the historic session in the Palace “Arbob” held during 
the time of chaos, anarchy and disorder in the political power 
and governance in a time when from no side was visible the way 
to salvation, the hope was laid only on a gifted and talented 
personality, who by his mind, God’s blessing and support of the 
spirits of great ancestors would be able to run the country and 
the people, be a leader on the path toward national reconciliation 
and happiness. The people that were in captivity of ignorance and 
distraction, which posed a threat of extinction of the nation, relied 
only on God to send the savior of a dying homeland. The people 
were waiting for a messenger, who was glorified by the great 
Firdawsi:

Messenger must be intelligent and knowledgeable,

So that he could speak boldly and confidently.

The people were waiting for a messenger, whom Mavlavi 
addressed to: 

Since torches are sent down to earth as a gift:

Tear the veils of darkness, and behold torches.

Look at the fight in the world, look at an army of the soul,

Lighten the path to happiness with the torch of courage.
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The election of People’s Deputies in the name of the people 
was the right choice; it coincided with the aspirations of Tajik 
society. In November 16, 1992, in the midst of the hateful war, 
destroying the future, on the edge of life or death of the Tajik 
nation the elected came and exclaimed: “I will bring you peace!” 
To realize this supreme goal, young independent Tajikistan under 
the leadership of Emomali Rahmon had to travel a complicated 
and thorny path, overcome many almost insuperable obstacles, 
get round the negotiating table with well-wishers and ill-wishers, 
offer one’s hand to militants and avengers, return refugees to their 
homeland, unite the scattered people.

In his first address as the President of the Supreme Council of 
the country Emomali Rahmon swore allegiance to the Motherland 
and the nation with faith in his heart and thoughts, with faith in 
the eternal wisdom of the people, in the name of past, present and 
future of the Tajiks, that the light of happiness of his people will 
be eternal, and he will govern the country adequately to good 
traditions of his ancestors and lead the ship of hope to the shores 
of happiness. Since that day, Tajiks, with all their bright history, 
with all their pains and aspirations have found a strong protector 
and defender in the face of the new Head of the State in the way of 
revival of national spirit and happy life, moreover, from that day 
Emomali Rahmon, who took this duty with all his heart, as by the 
call of conscience and order of history, with confidence in the truth 
that only a man with a historical and broad view of the world, free 
from anachronism and prejudices, is capable to respond to requests 
of an ancient and civilized nation, has begun his life-asserting and 
creative activity.

These good, humane and political qualities of Emomali 
Rahmon became apparent in his definition of global goals, 
development of action programs, and designation of the immediate 
and strategic objectives taking into account the temporal and 
historical factors. The activity and initiatives of the President, 
logically and practically related to each other and to the great 

T R E A S U R E S  O F  F A I T H  A N D  L O V E
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national objectives, gradually evolved into a comprehensive and 
powerful system of public administration, which directed all 
aspects of the life of country and people toward the integration 
with regional and international community. The first five years of 
Emomali Rahmon’s rule were full of difficulties and challenges that 
awaited him at every turn. These were the years when, thanks to the 
selfless, one might say, heroic deeds and acts of the President the 
bleeding wounds were healed on the body of the state and nation, 
thanks to his intelligence and talent the flows of all-absorbing 
violent events were halted. It was during these years that the people 
and the world community recognized the culture of governance 
of Emomali Rahmon, his political far-sightedness, the evidence of 
which was the achievement of peace and accord among the warring 
Tajiks, the integration of Tajik society for a better future that 
was engraved on the pages of history as a rare and unique event. 
And the Tajik society, which has now left behind the danger of 
extinction and saw its security in the power and sincere devotion of 
its leader, started reconstruction and beautification of the country, 
relying on supreme goals and real programs of its President. The 
idea of ​​national unity was formed in the minds of the society on 
the basis of objectives and programs of the President and national 
aspirations of the people found confirmation in the personality 
and politics of Emomali Rahmon. This reunited society needed 
a new order of life, needed such etiquette, traditions and laws, on 
the basis of which it would be able to establish its free life, realize 
creative aspirations in its own interests and in the interests of the 
state and nation.

From the start, since President Emomali Rahmon’s coming 
to power, his political activity has been adequate to the thought 
“who we are (Tajiks), where we are from and what we want”, “we 
need to know our background, be well-informed about the history 
of our nation and the merits of our ancestors in the development of 
world civilization”. The philosophy and the essence of theoretical 
views of the President with respect to the state independence of 
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Tajikistan have been expressed in three key concepts: national self-
consciousness, patriotism and national statehood, that for the first 
time in the history of statehood of the Tajiks attached officiality 
to the values ​​and national interests at such a high level and so 
capaciously. 

At the country’s top leadership Emomali Rahmon strongly 
proclaimed the creation of democratic, legal and secular state as the 
ultimate goal of society and his policy towards the strengthening 
of national and state independence of the Republic of Tajikistan. 
Simultaneously with the updating of social structures and removal 
of grounds for tension of the situation to ensure the security and 
tranquility that were committed by a firm hand, the President 
approved the pivotal point of the concept of a democratic law-
based society on the features of national, historical and religious 
worldview of Tajiks, which was the result of study and reflection 
of the experiences of schools of statehood in the East and West. 
This breadth and depth of the political thoughts and ideas was 
fully reflected in the Constitution of the Republic of Tajikistan 
and was confirmed by the voice and will of the people.

Democratic values ​​as a fundamental element of the political 
system in their actual and desired manifestations are the fruits of 
human civilization, the civilization that was created by the world’s 
great cultures in the formation of management systems of society. 
Rule of law, such a law, which recognizes and appreciates the man 
as the pearl of life and ensures his rights to freedom and dignified 
life with the creation of necessary social grounds, has always been 
present in the world famous culture of Tajiks and in the practice 
of the statehood of this great nation. In this sense, a new socio-
political system, which was established by the President, who 
coordinated it with the people and their will, contained and was 
guided by the nectar of a thousand years and today’s experience in 
world politics. 

President’s wise programming and leadership of the process 
of democratization, which was accompanied by a bold destruction 

T R E A S U R E S  O F  F A I T H  A N D  L O V E



W O R L D  -  K N O W N  T A J I K            16

of stamps in political and economic system, in the mindset and 
habits of life, and was aimed at improving of society, is the result of 
unprecedented strength in the realization of political creed, a huge 
force of internal conflict, a reasonable exposure and tolerance, 
the validity of which was confirmed by the time. Separation of 
the branches of power with an explanation of new functions, 
upgrade of the system of parliamentarism, referenda and national 
elections, functioning of political parties, freedom of speech, 
thought and conscience, privatization of property, development 
and implementation of the program of entrepreneurial activity, 
improving the banking system and private social structures, 
integration with the global economic system and hundreds of 
other initiatives, containing a lot of knots and curls from a time 
and historical points of view, from the points of view of clash of 
social and political forces, humanity and conscience, regional and 
global processes, were constantly improving and were carried out 
in accordance with dialectical relation between them.

The special merit of the President in the government of a 
state, that is the establishment of balance and correlation between 
all the affairs and initiatives, taking into account the aspirations 
of the people, strengthened social justice in the creation of a 
new system of statehood have been considered one of the most 
important foundations of the development of a newly independent 
Tajikistan. 

From the beginning the state and nation with a set of 
fundamental ​​and derivative values of these two concepts have been 
combined in politics and theory of Emomali Rahmon, which due to 
deep roots in practice, historical and cultural thought, in the period 
of freedom and independence, showed their internal opportunities 
and potential for development and prosperity. Historical and 
national knowledge of the world by the Tajik people, whose true 
and fundamental aspects were thoroughly discussed in articles 
and books of the President, formed a coherent and complete 
vision, which nourished the mental and spiritual space of society 
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with reassuring national ideas and their human values. We mean 
the formation of a national knowledge of the world, formation 
of political and ideological systems and structures, which in the 
process of strengthening the foundations of statehood renovated 
the basement of the majestic palace of national spirit, culture and 
civilization in an ideological vacuum of society. In addition to the 
numerous government measures, a comprehensive and valuable 
book “The Tajiks in the Mirror of History” should be noted, in 
which at the highest scientific and political level on the basis of 
new data and revision of the out-of-date facts two bright periods 
of formation and development of Tajik culture - the ancient and 
medieval, are thoroughly studied. The latest findings presented to 
the scientific community and the mass audience became the result 
of this hard work.

President of the country during the study of the rich history of 
the Tajiks, the Aryan civilization and culture of the Islamic period, 
which left indelible traces in the universal world civilization, gives 
particular preference to spiritual essence, human and moral factors 
of historical events. Search for spirituality in the logic of events 
and biographies of historical figures, its analysis and research 
from the perspective of history and the world’s great cultures have 
revealed a new philosophy of history and the history of statehood 
of Tajiks, the ideological core of which is the recognition of 
culture, civilization and spiritual experience of the nation as an 
internal engine of the historical process, thanks to which, despite 
the revolution and repeated genocide of Tajiks, the spiritual life of 
the nation continued to develop. 

Preference to the spiritual principle in the study of history, 
which was perfected in the process of profound determination of 
values ​​and the development of methods of research of the well-
known historiographic schools, occurred quite opportunely in 
shaping the culture and philosophy of statehood in the period of 
independence. Thus, also due to the revival of historical continuity 
in public administration, program of the President on building of 

T R E A S U R E S  O F  F A I T H  A N D  L O V E
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a new society on the basis of the Tajik national culture obtained 
a powerful ideological and spiritual status. Such a deep and 
broad view of state functions, governance and objectives of the 
President, above all, pursued the goals of radical changes in the 
national consciousness and indispensable change of the thinking 
and culture of everyday life. Secondly, the entry into the modern 
world with the knowledge and understanding of its historic role in 
shaping human civilization should have occurred.

Holding the great national anniversaries, including the 1100th 
anniversary of the Samanid state, the Year of Aryan civilization, 
2500 years of Istaravshan, the 2700th anniversary of Kulyab, 
commemoration of the anniversaries of prominent sons of the 
nation - Firdawsi, Mirsaid Ali Hamadoni, Kamol Khujandi, Nosir 
Khusraw, Mavlono Jaloluddin Balkhi, Imam A’zam with a set of 
activities, carried out simultaneously with the abovementioned 
anniversaries, have been inscribed in the annals of the period of 
independence with golden letters. They pointed out in the history 
and culture of the nation the values ​​and wisdom, which by their 
essence and world significance increased the place and role of self-
awareness of Tajiks in the process of creation. Notably, the purpose 
of knowledge of history, wisdom and culture, language and world-
famous literature of ancestors is the knowledge of the place of 
your nation in the world, which opened up a completely new stage 
in the process of self-knowledge, historical and national searches 
of the Tajiks. Moreover, the foundation for such knowledge was 
laid by methodological and recommendatory measures inside and 
outside the country. President identified for himself and for his 
countrymen this status as the purpose of cause and struggle, the 
meaning of life, and in that he relied on the national pride of the 
Tajiks, who appreciate their place in the world and are proud to 
represent their famous ancestors. 

Emomali Rahmon himself is the most outstanding person, 
in the essence of whom this sacred and cherished goal is fully 
embodied, he is the first of Tajiks in the modern history who, being 
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in the highest leading position, extended our national messages 
around the world, introduced Tajikistan with its great unique 
culture and modern potential for creating a national democratic 
state from the highest tribunes of the world community with a rare 
and unique foresight, courage and prudence in spite of ill-wishers 
of Tajiks and short-sighted politicians. It should be recalled that 
the leader with such pride and unbending will in the struggle for 
implementation of national ideas met with fierce, open and covert 
confrontations of ill-wishers of the Tajiks, who under different 
masks plot provocations against the Tajiks, and the constant 
warnings of the President are focused on the fact that we should 
distinguish friends from foes and not to fall again into the meshes 
of perfidy and ignorance.

Correspondence, relationship and mutual enrichment of 
national, popular and democratic values with a preference to the 
national mentality, to which a tribute is given in today’s culture 
of governance, through the development of a multiparty system, 
enriched the country’s political life with unprecedented properties. 
This direction of President’s policy for the protection and revival 
of spiritual values ​​of Islam as a messenger of peace and tranquility, 
bearer of the supreme human values, also was voiced from the 
highest tribunes of the world, caused an approving reaction and 
full solidarity in the whole world, particularly in the Islamic world. 
Moreover, it provided the world community with the personality 
of the President of Tajikistan as a top leader, in the field of whose 
political opinion and practical policy urgent problems of relations 
between East and West, past and modern civilizations can be 
placed. 

From the outset in political theory and historical researches of 
Emomali Rahmon special attention has been given to the religion 
of Islam and the faith of Muslims in Tajikistan. Thoughts about 
them and their classification, as contained in the book “About the 
religion”, are the evidence that the author with the unwavering 
and complete faith, sincere view analyzes the history of Islam, a 
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Muslim statehood, mental and moral aspects of the sacred religion 
of Islam and the intricacies of Islamic law, from this great school of 
ethics and spiritual development of personality and society he made 
wisdom, which is replete with ideas of spiritual unity of Muslims, and 
ethical values ​​that illuminate the way to the achievement of human 
happiness. Particular attention of the President to religion and 
religiosity, customs and historical features of the religion of Tajiks 
was the reason that under his leadership and on his assignments 
“The Holy Quran”, “The commentary to Tabari”, “Chemistry 
of Happiness”, “Revival of Religious Sciences”, life, thoughts 
and works of Imam Abu Hanifa, Jaloluddin Balkhi and other 
authoritative sources of Islamic education have been translated, 
prepared and published. All this was a worthy initiative, which 
has played an influential and useful role in the knowledge of bases 
of the sacred religion of Islam and the right choice of direction in 
the way of religious education. One of the significant findings of 
the President on this basis and on the basis of beliefs and teachings 
of Mirsaid Ali Hamadoni, Mavlono Balkhi and Imam A’zam is 
the adoption and improvement of tolerance, which, according to a 
pivotal basis of religious and cultural thinking of our ancestors is 
worthy to be studied, comprehensively observed in all spheres of 
activity.

Declaring 2009 the Year of celebration in honor of Imam 
A’zam, which was greeted with approval in the Islamic world, was 
a logical and very significant continuation of the President’s policy 
in retribution of honors to national religious values, their revival, 
reconciliation and merging with the spiritual achievements of 
the modern world. Tolerance and foresight in all decisions, from 
private to general in public administration and humanism, being a 
significant quality of domestic and foreign policies of the President 
Emomali Rahmon, has strengthened without any blemish the 
tranquility and security of society, a system of governance and 
ideological space that sufficiently provided service of values, 
historical, religious and democratic skills to the full development 
of the national mentality. 



21

In this policy, based on spirituality, full awareness of the fate 
of the nation, history of native land of ancestors, knowledge of 
the rich cultural heritage, customs and traditions of predecessors, 
learning of experience, causes of ups and downs of ancestors are 
recognized as the fundamental factors of self-consciousness of 
man and society, however, it is emphasized that “history is studied 
not only to know the past, it is still a beacon lighting the way to 
the future of the nation and statehood, serving to ensure the unity, 
solidarity and historical thinking of future generations”.

Society, which learned its place and role, should go further, 
learning others, communicate with other nations in the spheres 
of culture and spirituality, must be in harmony with the modern 
world, and yet it must retain its national mentality and multiply 
its spiritual wealth. This is based on the thesis of culture of 
coexistence, which has repeatedly been mentioned by the President. 
This policy has led to the fact that the closed doors and borders 
of Tajikistan opened up before the old friends and new partners, 
the relations of Tajikistan with the countries of East and West 
expanded beyond recognition, the credibility of our independent 
republic, and political wisdom of the President of the country 
have gained general recognition in the modern world. Due to this 
policy today the spiritual and cultural relations and interactions of 
related peoples of Tajikistan, Iran and Afghanistan are embodied 
in the new forms, about which these people have been dreaming 
for centuries.

 The implementation of the culture of public administration 
of Emomali Rahmon, his life-asserting policy have resulted in 
the fact that today our President is welcomed with open arms in 
superpowers, in developing countries and in Islamic countries, 
as well as in the countries that have chosen a secular system of 
development. Such a warm welcome and meeting of our President 
represents the international recognition of the Tajik nation, which 
moves along the path of revival, implementing programs of its 
great leader. That is why President Emomali Rahmon gained 
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unprecedented love through the entire country as the coveted 
national leader, as well as he is also internationally recognized as 
the real leader of Tajiks of the world, protecting the honor and 
dignity of the nation. 

The path traveled to reach that goal with honor and dignity, 
pride and wisdom, was full of irregularities and threats, and 
demanded hard work, breaking down the barriers hampering 
the development. Tajiks, led by their worthy son, who took 
responsibility for today and the future of the nation, created the 
independent state of Tajikistan, provided all the basics and means 
of its political and spiritual development. All the initiatives taken 
by Emomali Rahmon with the view of building magnificent edifice 
of the Independence of Tajikistan, if counted, they will form a long 
list, because his almost twenty years of leadership year after year, 
day after day, hour after hour elapsed so that the volume of his 
work turns out more than his time. 

A few moments that we want to tell the esteemed reader on 
the fields of life-asserting feats and historical merits of a pioneer of 
nation’s tomorrow, are only prior thoughts. However, apart from 
reliance on the Almighty and the risk in making decisions, apart 
from innate talent in running the country, except the political 
vision and inner nobility, study and knowledge of people’s lives 
and the country’s climate, except art in the culture of governance, 
unprecedented nature of courage, the very essence of the word is 
that there was another means that has brought the Head of state to 
victory: Faith and Love! Faith and Love for God and people, Faith 
and Love for the Land and water of homeland of his ancestors, 
Faith and Love for the young and old of the nation, Faith and 
Love for each of us.



23

FROM A FREE MAN TO THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
THE NATION

It is already twenty years as Tajikistan with a strong faith in its 
bright future in the circle of civilized nations of the world proudly, 
with honor and dignity follows the path of state independence. From 
a political point of view the foundation or an official document 
of this new era of the history of our nation is the Declaration of 
the State Independence of Tajikistan, adopted in 1991. If we go 
beyond the boundaries of lexical meaning of “independence” 
and think about its nature by example of historical destinies of 
peoples and nations, we will understand that the declaration of 
independence and the achievement of political and economic 
sovereignty is only the beginning of a difficult task, which, by the 
planning, formation and development of a completely new political 
system and structures of public life gradually improves its real 
content and substance. Such notions as “national independence”, 
“political independence”, “economic independence”, “cultural 
independence”, “energy independence”, etc. became popular in the 
lexicon of political thought and found their way into the realities 
of people’s lives. 
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The modern history of Tajiks, from whatever side it is looked 
at, from the analysis of any issue we start, all of it will be connected 
with the country’s gaining of independence. Independence is the 
source of today’s world of the Tajik nation, which has absorbed 
the supreme national, historical and human goals of the people. 
In a wide temporal understanding, the cornerstone of the real 
independence is a successful development of the core socio-political 
concept with strong spiritual roots and elements, which originate 
from the national mentality and culture of the spiritual life of the 
people. The Declaration of Independence of Tajikistan despite 
the newfound political formality, before it became a reality, also 
overcame very difficult stages of formation and development.

At that time, when the Soviet superpower was experiencing 
its last days, and on its whole territory the flame of political 
conflicts was burning, the Second Session of the Supreme Council 
of the Republic of Tajikistan (the twelfth convocation) adopted on 
August 24, 1991 the Declaration of Sovereignty of the Republic 
of Tajikistan and opened a new historical era in the fate of 
Tajikistan. 

This document begins with a brief preface, which states that 
the Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan as a body that 
expresses the will of the people living in Tajikistan, with a sense of 
historical responsibility for the fate of the people of Tajikistan and 
its national state, taking into account the inviolable rights of every 
people to determine their fate, with the recognition that free and 
equal union of Soviet nationalities in the renovated Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics is the guarantor of their full development and 
for the sake of ensuring the right of a decent life for every person, 
the Republic of Tajikistan declares independence, defining its 
main aim the establishment of a democratic constitutional state. 
Sovereignty, declared in this document, yet was “sovereignty 
within the competence of the Soviet Union”, for the Republic of 
Tajikistan could solve on one’s own all the political, economic, 
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social and cultural issues, except those contentious issues that were 
voluntarily transferred to the competence of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics.

The Declaration obliged the Republic of Tajikistan to 
respect and recognize the rights of inviolability of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and union republics, also established 
recognition of the citizenship of Tajikistan as the citizenship of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. This Declaration, with all its 
implications, not yet fully expressed the idea of ​​complete national 
independence, in its articles and paragraphs were highlighted 
such moments that led to dependence on other states. In the 
first stage of transition to the era of independence in December 
1991, 11 former Soviet republics agreed about the formation of 
a new Union called the Commonwealth of Independent States. 
This new structure was the result of those decisions, which were 
reflected in the declarations of sovereignty of all the republics, 
including Tajikistan, in relation to “their former brothers”. 
Despite the emphasis on dependences, the text of the declaration 
can be considered the first document to guide Tajikistan to the 
path of its real sovereignty. This important document, taking 
into consideration the features of the time, including the existence 
of the Soviet Union, approved the independence of Tajikistan, 
simultaneously announced a number of issues related to human 
rights, which are considered a touchstone of building a democratic 
constitutional state. Along with the adoption of the Declaration, 
some of these issues as amendments and additions were introduced 
to the text of the Constitution, which was the product of the Soviet 
state system.

Within one year after the adoption of declarations of 
independence, the former Soviet republics, in view of a fleeting 
reality that gave rise to huge unexpected changes, reverted back 
to the maintenance of its sovereignty and resolutely fought to gain 
full independence. The Republic of Tajikistan in line with these 
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aspirations to sovereignty, with the understanding of the need for 
changes and additions to the Declaration of 1991, expressed this 
thought thereby in the Statement of the Supreme Council of the 
Republic of Tajikistan “On State Independence of the Republic of 
Tajikistan”, adopted at the extraordinary session of the Supreme 
Council of the Republic of Tajikistan (the twelfth convocation) 
in September 9, 1991: “Given the revolutionary changes in the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, respecting the aspirations 
of its constituent sovereign republics to the re-establishment 
of mutual relations, in accordance with the Declaration of 
Sovereignty of the Republic of Tajikistan, adopted on August 24, 
1991, the Supreme Council declares independence of the Republic 
of Tajikistan”. This statement contains two important points that 
clearly express the complete determination of Tajikistan in the 
way of gaining the absolute independence of the country. First, the 
desire of the sovereign republics to reconstruct mutual relations; 
second, replacement of the concept “independence” by the term 
“state”, which was of international significance and value. The 
abovementioned statement introduced Tajikistan as a subject of 
international law on the basis of this very position.

Based on this statement, the Supreme Council of the 
Republic of Tajikistan adopted its special resolution “About the 
Declaration of State Independence of the Republic of Tajikistan”, 
thereby affirming and recognizing the text of the Statement of the 
Supreme Council about the State Independence of the Republic of 
Tajikistan.

Adoption of these two historic documents has necessitated 
the improvement of the Declaration of Sovereignty of the Republic 
of Tajikistan. With the understanding of this reality the Supreme 
Council of the Republic of Tajikistan adopted its resolution “On 
introduction of amendments and additions to the Declaration of 
Sovereignty of the Republic of Tajikistan”. First of all, Tajikistan 
was declared as an independent, democratic and legal state (Article 
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1), the term “multinational” was deleted from the text, which in a 
new historical era was unacceptable. Moreover, the phrase “except 
for those matters that have voluntarily been transferred to the 
jurisdiction of the USSR” has been deleted from the 4th article of 
the Declaration that practically was the criterion, which cancelled 
the dependence of Tajikistan from the Soviet Union.

The first part of Article 5 was amended in the following order: 
“the supremacy of the Constitution and laws of the Republic 
of Tajikistan is established in the territory of the Republic 
of Tajikistan”. Also, the sentences “The Supreme Council of 
Tajikistan suspends the documents of the USSR, contradicting the 
inviolable rights of the Republic of Tajikistan”, “the contradiction 
between the Republic of Tajikistan and the USSR on the legality or 
illegality of the documents is resolved in due course” were deleted 
from the text of this article that suggested an emergence of a truly 
sovereign state of Tajikistan.

Declaring the objects of state property, property of state 
enterprises, institutions and organizations, including enterprises, 
institutions and organizations subordinate to the Union, their 
main production and non-manufacturing means, turnover of funds 
and other assets, the system of civil relations, transport, energy, 
republican cartography and geodesy as the property of Tajikistan 
has strengthened the overall process of transforming the country 
into an independent state. Creation of the basis of an activity of 
the objects of joint property, property of other sovereign republics, 
foreign states and individuals in the territory of Tajikistan on the 
basis of the agreements was a demonstration of the determination 
and commitment of the republic to strengthen its economic 
independence.

The claim of Tajikistan regarding the independent extraction, 
processing and storage of gold, organization of reserves of 
gold, diamond and other precious stones and metals, and, most 
importantly, the claim of Tajikistan on its share of the gold and 
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currency reserves of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was a 
real and rightful cause, which also indicates to the implementation of 
the idea of ​​state independence of Tajikistan. This and several other 
points that were reflected in various sections of this momentous 
document have formalized the sovereignty of Tajikistan, opened 
the way for its independent development in the commonwealth of 
the global community.

Once these changes and additions were introduced to the 
Basic Law of the Republic of Tajikistan, Tajikistan’s independence 
gained officiality at the level of constitutional norms.

Review and analysis of official legal acts show that the idea of ​​
striving for independence has evolved and became a reality in one 
year, and finally rose to the level of understanding and recognition 
of the real independence of the republic. 

Unfortunately, the practical process of updating the political 
system of society, state system, separation of powers, restructuring 
of the executive branch based on the criteria and laws of a democratic 
society, which was launched in the Declaration, collided with a 
tense political situation, the flames of civil war, intervention and 
intrigues of external forces. During the period of awakening and 
aspirations of Tajiks for independence fate presented them one 
more serious and tragic ordeal. The initiatives on implementing the 
Declaration of Sovereignty and their legal reflection in the Basic 
Law of the country were ruined in the bloody national tragedy. By 
provocation of the dark internal and external forces Tajikistan was 
drawn into the vortex of civil war, numerous human casualties, 
enormous economic and spiritual damage have paralyzed the 
bases of statehood. 

In these difficult circumstances the citizens of all regions of 
the country, as the sole source of state authority, expressing their 
high sense of responsibility for the state through people’s deputies 
in the highest representative body of the country have achieved 
the convocation of the XVI session of the Supreme Council of the 
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Republic of Tajikistan (the twelfth convocation) to restore the 
foundations of statehood, rule of law, peace and national accord 
in November 16, 1992 at the Palace of Arbob of ancient city of 
Khujand.

The Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan, taking 
full responsibility before the history, people, homeland and the 
world community, identified the main directions of development 
of the country at the XVI session. The session adopted the laws of 
the Republic of Tajikistan “On the state flag of Tajikistan”, “On 
approval of the state regulations of the Republic of Tajikistan”, “On 
introduction of amendments and additions to the Constitution”, 
according to this law, the powers of the President of the Republic 
of Tajikistan were transferred to the Presidium of the Supreme 
Council, President of the Supreme Council and the Council of 
Ministers, and the President of the Supreme Council was declared 
the President of the country. At the same time, the session adopted 
a number of laws and regulations, ratified the Treaty on Collective 
Security of the Commonwealth of Independent States, signed in 
May 1992 in Tashkent, in order to normalize the political situation 
in the country. The session also elected head of state - President of 
the Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan, the Presidium 
of the Supreme Council, the Council of Ministers, defined the 
main directions of development of the republic and the creation of 
a democratic, legal and secular society. 

The people of Tajikistan would like to see the cherished 
personality in the Chairman of the supreme body of the country, 
who would have descended from the people, know the ups and 
downs of its life, pain and difficulties, hopes and aspirations of the 
people, who would nurture and cherish in his heart the historical 
and present visions of the nation, who would protect the people 
and homeland with filial devotion, lead the people to a decent free 
life.

The people wanted a man who was not just a talented leader of 
state, but who would possess such qualities as honesty and fairness, 
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purity of soul, who would know the wisdom of the people’s life, who 
would have the knowledge about past and present. Based on this 
desire of the long-suffering people, the deputies elected leader of 
the nation a courageous man, who, with his characteristic audacity, 
energy, wisdom of governance, natural talent, passionate love to 
the people and the homeland started to heal deep wounds of the 
nation. The first words of Emomali Rahmon in the office of the 
President of the Supreme Council and the President of Tajikistan 
were like a message from the eternal wisdom of the people, 
which was embodied in the heart and aspirations of its worthily 
elected son: “I'll bring you peace... We should all be relatives and 
brothers”.

These clear and simple terms, which sounded with faith and 
love in the murky atmosphere of despair and disappointment, 
contained a whole world of values ​​and the key to solving all the 
problems and difficulties. This exclamation of a young Tajik 
leader was not only the news of reconciliation and harmony 
between blood brothers of the same faith, but also the ringing of 
awakening, at times return to a dignified life, at times revival of the 
spiritual power that for thousands of years ensured the viability 
and fortitude of the Tajik nation. Time - an objective and fair judge 
- proved that a culture of peace in the spiritual nature, world-view, 
moral and human aspect of Emomali Rahmon is the life-asserting 
pivot, which in his political and public activity generates balance 
and tranquility in the heart of every human, being of the society; it 
is a factor in all success and good intentions in relations with other 
peoples and nations. 

At the peak of tension of socio-political situation thoughts 
and aspirations of young, newly-elected President were covered 
with the wisdom of Jaloliddin Balkhi, who said: 

On this land, on this land, on this pure grain field

We shall sow nothing, except the seeds of affection and love.
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In the days when the flames of civil war were blazing, when 
the blood brothers were ready to kill each other, the leader of 
the nation, endowed with wisdom of creativity, believed that 
“during the millennia tradition of state and statehood of Tajiks 
has repeatedly gone through unbearable tragedies, ups and downs, 
after each defeat and collapse the Tajiks again revived and achieved 
even greater perfection”. 

Pure heart, clean hands and benign intentions, reliance on the 
blessing of the Creator, belief in the wisdom of the people, deep 
knowledge of the wisdom and lessons of history from the beginning 
of the rule of Emomali Rahmon have been the sources of his 
spiritual life and political will, due to these qualities he paved the 
way towards the revival and perfection in spite of insurmountable 
obstacles in life and destiny of the nation. 

At a time when the people’s deputies of Tajikistan elected 
Emomali Rahmon the President, he was only 40 years old; among 
the leaders of former Soviet republics and countries of the world he 
was the youngest first-rank politician. Despite the fact that he did 
not have enough experience in the top political leadership, he had 
far-seeing heart and eye, inner far-sightedness and an inquiring 
mind through which he sensitively and deeply caught the nuances 
of life of the people, their aspirations, global processes, demands 
of modernity. The emergence of Emomali Rahmon was shining 
of a rare talent that came from the depths of this people and this 
land, devoted all his knowledge and skills to the improvement of 
supreme national goals and in this way has achieved unprecedented 
success.

Thanks to the true creative ideas and strong arm of Emomali 
Rahmon desired results were obtained in implementing the will 
of the people in all areas of political, social and spiritual life of 
the country: creation of state structures with the appointment of 
worthy persons, restoration of a broken chain of the economic 
system of the country, return of refugees, achievement of peace 
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and national accord. All this allowed centralizing the management 
of processes, created a basis for reform, renewal and internal 
improvement of the system of government. Among these initiatives, 
undertaken in proportion and in coordination, a particular place 
has been occupied by the constitutional reform, widening the path 
of political recognition of our country on an international scale. 

The people of Tajikistan under the wise leadership of Emomali 
Rahmon, recognizing the freedom and rights of human and citizen 
as the supreme human value, with the view of democratization of 
society, building a sovereign, democratic, constitutional, secular 
and unitary state, laid the foundation of a new phase of lawmaking 
in the country. The adoption of a new Constitution of the country 
was at the origins of these initiatives, which for the first time in the 
history of statehood of the Tajiks was carried out by a nation-wide 
referendum. The experience of human civilization, associated with 
human freedom, rights of citizens, democratic, constitutional and 
secular society has been vividly reflected in this Basic Law. This 
guiding document of the full-fledged state was recognized by the 
international community.

The establishment of constitutional power and those radical 
changes that followed the XVI session of the Supreme Council of 
the Republic of Tajikistan, opened a completely new stage in the 
legislative system, legal policy, position and status of Tajikistan, 
which was recognized by the world community as a full right 
country. The development and adoption of the Constitution of the 
sovereign state of the Tajiks was in the center of the consequences 
of this new stage. Preparation of the founding moments of the 
Constitution and other legal acts proceeding from it, including the 
laws appropriate to the period and the new historical conditions, 
were considered major factors of socio-political stability of 
society. Radical change of the system of statehood also required 
the procedure of its implementation in the legislative system of the 
country, the first signs of which appeared in the XVI session of the 
Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan. 
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Under the leadership and on the assignments of the President 
of the Supreme Council, who proclaimed the establishment of 
the foundations of the independent state of Tajiks on the basis 
of the national interests as the ultimate goal, ideological essence 
of legislative reform was defined. Oath and speech of Emomali 
Rahmon on taking up the post of the President of the Supreme 
Council, together with his governing activity, statements and 
speeches, forming theory and philosophy of his governance, 
created a conceptual framework for updating of the system of 
legislation. Determination, steadfastness and firmness of the 
President of the country in establishing state system - democratic, 
legal and secular state with the preservation and development of 
national mentality - was a goal that made it possible to link history 
with modernity, Tajikistan with the world in terms of the legal 
system. These methodological theory and assignments of Emomali 
Rahmon became the grounds that the Constitution of Tajikistan 
incorporated the possibility of reflection of historical, modern, 
global features, development basis and prospect of Tajikistan.

The Laws of the Republic of Tajikistan “On the state flag of 
Tajikistan” and “On approval of the regulations on state emblem 
of the Republic of Tajikistan” were adopted at the sixteenth session 
of the Supreme Council. The activity of Emomali Rahmon as the 
head of the supreme legislative body of the country and the highest 
governing body of the country began with approval of two sacred 
foundations of modern Tajik state that had a profound symbolic 
significance. The cordial and proud congratulations of Emomali 
Rahmon on this occasion are still alive in the memory of the people. 
After many years a significant date under the title “Flag Day” 
appeared in the calendar of the sovereign state of Tajikistan and in 
2009 this day was celebrated with special splendor throughout the 
country. President of the country in his congratulatory message, 
recalling that historic time, noted that “several days ago in my 
speech on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the adoption 
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of the Constitution of Tajikistan, in which the flag, emblem and 
national anthem are declared as the main state symbols and signs 
of sovereignty of state and nation, I stated that using the right of 
legislative initiative of the President, I proposed to the Parliament 
a draft law on establishing the Day of the Flag of the Republic 
of Tajikistan. I am glad that recently the mentioned law has been 
adopted and in accordance with it, we have now got the opportunity 
to celebrate with pride National Flag Day annually, which was 
approved by the Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan 
on November 24, 1992”.

It comes from the history of development of legislation in the 
Republic of Tajikistan and the constitutional reforms in the late 
twentieth century that desire to prepare draft of a new Constitution 
of Tajikistan began in the early nineties, but the formation of the 
core idea and its planning to the final stage of preparation and 
adoption of the Constitution of the sovereign Republic of Tajikistan 
is a logical result of realization of the theory and practical measures 
of Emomali Rahmon in the direction of constitutional reforms. 
The adoption of “The Declaration on State Sovereignty of the 
Republic of Tajikistan”, resolution of the Supreme Council of the 
Republic of Tajikistan “On the Declaration of State Sovereignty of 
the Republic of Tajikistan” and resolution of the Supreme Council 
of the Republic of Tajikistan “On introducing amendments and 
additions to the Declaration of Sovereignty of the Republic of 
Tajikistan” in 1990-1991 were among the factors that accelerated 
the adoption of the Constitution. 

However, really serious and solid aspirations to the drafting 
of the Constitution of the Republic of Tajikistan began after the 
XVI session of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan 
with the establishment of constitutional order in the republic and 
the creation of new public authorities, then XVII session of the 
Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan through changes 
and additions in the resolution of the Supreme Council of the 
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Republic of Tajikistan dated August 23, 1990 “On the establishment 
of Commission for the preparation of the Constitution of the 
Republic of Tajikistan” approved a new composition of the 
Constitutional Commission under the leadership of the President 
of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan Emomali 
Rahmon. At this session Emomali Rahmon, stressing the political 
significance of this momentous document for the nation, noted: 
“The most important aspect of this problem is to elevate public 
legislation to the legal and spiritual level of the international law... 
In this view, we concluded that we will submit our current system of 
legislation to international expertise and upon the consideration of 
the Basic Law, we will avail of the advice of relevant international 
institutions”. The President of Tajikistan, noting the importance 
and necessity of compliance of the legislative system in Tajikistan 
with international law, laid the foundations for an effective 
process of constitutional reforms in Tajikistan, which became an 
important factor of recognition of our country by the international 
community. 

Two important political moments as the methodological 
origins - compliance with the international system of law and 
legislation, and national thinking, originating from the depths 
of the history of Tajiks, assumed importance in the system of 
constitutional reforms of Emomali Rahmon. Hence, the theory 
and political views of the President in the aspect of definition 
and comments of human rights and problems of state enclosed 
from the Declaration of Human Rights of Cyrus the Great to the 
traditions and laws of the state administration of famous Sasanid 
and Samanid dynasties, from subtleties of historical and religious 
worldview of the people to the law of the Soviet period and all this 
made up for the Constitution to the level of its full compliance 
with national and human values.

In light of these guidelines a working group of the Presidium 
of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan prepared two 
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drafts of the Constitution with the application of achievements of 
jurisprudential science, international law, national legal traditions 
and postulates during the period of six months: the first - presidential 
system, the second - parliamentary form of government. Both 
projects were presented for discussion to the people. Preparation 
of the two projects had its own reasons. Since the preparation of 
the first draft of a new Constitution (Basic Law) of the Republic of 
Tajikistan, which was proposed in April 1992, during the clashes 
between rival social and political forces of the republic on the choice 
of form of state government of Tajikistan different and sometimes 
completely divergent views were stated. The Constitutional 
Commission with sense of responsibility and as a result of deep 
analysis of the political realities of the country, due to the lack of 
experienced parties and organizations, appropriate foundations of 
parliamentary government in Tajikistan has come to the common 
conclusion to present to the people a draft of presidential form 
of government of the republic for discussion. In the history of 
modern Tajik statehood on November 6, 1994 for the first time 
a nation-wide referendum for adoption of the Constitution was 
held. The result of the referendum was impressive - over 87% of 
citizens, supporting the project, determined their own destiny in 
accordance with it. This support of draft of the Constitution by 
the people and the election of Emomali Rahmon on the same day 
as the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, have been critical 
documents, indicating to the strong support for the constitutional 
reforms of the President, his goals, programs, strategies, domestic 
and foreign policy.

The Constitution of the Republic of Tajikistan begins with 
the recognition and imprinting the sovereignty of the people 
of Tajikistan. Preamble to the Constitution begins with the 
words “We, the people of Tajikistan,... adopt and declare this 
Constitution”. According to this postulate of the Constitution, 
the people of Tajikistan, in the light of historical reality, defined 
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its destiny and strengthened its statehood. This point gained legal 
status in Article 6, where the people are recognized as “the bearer of 
sovereignty and the only source of state power”. The Constitution 
of Tajikistan, determining for the first time the structural concept 
of the people, banned the usurpation of state power by the parties, 
organizations, group of people or an individual.

Recognition of the people as the only source of state 
power, having methodological significance, is determined by the 
manifestation of the will of the people through the referendum of 
voters. Based on this provision of the Constitution all citizens of 
the country have the right to participate freely in political life of 
the country and express their thoughts. This provision reflected the 
difference of the new Constitution of the republic from all the Basic 
Laws of the Soviet period, which relied on the class values. The 
Constitution of the Republic of Tajikistan, defining the division 
of power as the basic foundation of a legal state, states in Article 
9: “State power shall be exercised on the basis of the separation of 
the legislative, executive, and judiciary branches”. Science of the 
state, examining the idea of ​​social power, has proven that power is 
single; its only source is the people. The Constitution of Tajikistan 
recognized the system of “balance and counterbalance” as the 
main basis of power distribution in Tajikistan.

For the first time in modern history of the country the 
Constitution declared the possibility of development of social life 
based on various political and ideological movements and included 
citizen’s right to organize political parties, trade unions and other 
associations, to participate in their activities. 

Taking into account the requirements of Article 22 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Part 5 of 
Article 8 of the Constitution prohibits “the establishment and 
activity of public associations and political parties which encourage 
racism, nationalism, social and religious enmity, and hatred, as 
well as advocate the forcible overthrow of the constitutional state 
structures and the formation of armed groups”. 
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The Constitution, declaring Tajikistan unitary and integral 
state, enshrining a form of government of the republic through 
the recognition of the President as the head of state and the 
executive power (Government), determined the type of presidential 
republic. 

Within five years after the adoption of the Constitution, 
thanks to stability and strengthening of national unity, there 
were notable changes and progress in Tajikistan, in social life. 
The integration of sovereign Tajikistan with creative processes 
of the modern world, cooperation and interaction with other 
countries, international organizations and centers required the 
need to coordinate and expand the legal horizons of legislative 
system of the country in connection with the growth of its role and 
importance in the world. On the other hand, the Constitution was 
adopted at a time when the flames of hostility and confrontation 
between opposing forces had been extinguished and the political 
system and social system in Tajikistan were under renovation and 
formation. Only three years after the adoption of the Constitution 
when the President’s continuing commitment to achieving peace 
and harmony reached its logical conclusion, the country in all 
its socio-economic parameters stepped into a qualitatively new 
period of development and progress. The emergence of the need 
for changes and additions to the Constitution was a requirement 
of the process of improving the political system, enhancing the 
global status of Tajikistan and the result of crucial initiatives of 
the leader of the Republic of Tajikistan, who managed to lead the 
country from the initial stage of the legislative system and public 
administration of the world level.

As the historical experience demonstrates, the Constitution 
is a document produced by certain social conditions and 
relationships. This document reflects the socio-political evolution 
while preserving its fundamental pillars. With the understanding 
of this truth and taking into consideration the priority of national 
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unity in the stability and development of state and statehood of 
Tajiks in the process of long-term inter-Tajik talks both the top 
leadership of the Republic of Tajikistan and the leaders of the 
joint opposition forces came to the conclusion that appropriate 
changes and additions should be introduced to the Constitution 
of the Republic of Tajikistan. In accordance with the General 
Agreement on the Establishment of Peace and National Accord 
the body, carrying out its regulations in Tajikistan, was a National 
Reconciliation Commission. Among other issues, the decision of 
which was entrusted to the commission, was the question about 
introduction of amendments and additions to the Constitution of 
the country. The process of preparation and review of “Reflections 
on the proposal of amendments and additions to the Constitution 
of the Republic of Tajikistan” lasted over a year and finally, 
with the direct participation of President Emomali Rahmon 
it was made possible to bring the project to such a level that it 
could be presented to the President of Tajikistan for the formal 
constitutional execution. 

President of the Republic of Tajikistan in accordance with the 
Constitution and the Constitutional Law “On referendum in the 
Republic of Tajikistan” submitted to Majlisi Oli his proposals on 
introduction of amendments and additions to the Constitution of 
the Republic of Tajikistan. Majlisi Oli adopted a resolution “On 
holding referendum of the Republic of Tajikistan on introduction 
of amendments and additions to the Constitution of the Republic 
of Tajikistan” and on September 26, 1999 by the will of the people 
a number of changes and additions were made in the Constitution 
of the country.

According to these constitutional innovations for the first 
time in the political history of Tajikistan permanent professional 
bicameral parliament began functioning, which had a positive 
influence on the development of national parliamentarism and 
practice of democratization of state and governance. 
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The formation of a bicameral legislature and creation of 
the system of professional parliamentarism in Tajikistan was an 
important achievement, which had a fruitful influence on the 
process of improving the structure and content of the acting laws 
of Tajikistan and a new view at them. The active presence of the 
President of Tajikistan in the presentation and discussion of draft 
laws of the Republic of Tajikistan became particularly important 
in strengthening the system of legislation. The President, using 
his powers of legislative initiative, introduced to the people for 
discussion the draft laws “On the regulation of traditions and 
customs in the Republic of Tajikistan” and “On the parental 
responsibility for the education and upbringing of their children”, 
and given the advice and proposals of the people submitted these 
draft laws to the Parliament of the country. This way of presenting 
the draft laws, which was favorably welcomed by the people and 
triggered the activity of all segments of society in the discussion 
of pressing national problems, was an entirely new phenomenon 
in the practice of public administration and system of legislation, 
which was apprehended and used by other countries.

Under the Constitution of the Republic of Tajikistan, the 
elections of Majlisi Namoyandagon of Majlisi Oli of the Republic 
of Tajikistan are carried out by universal, equal and direct suffrage 
by secret ballot, which fully complies with the democratic system 
of elections and democratic society. With the use of practice of 
some countries three quarters of the members of Majlisi Milli 
is elected indirectly by secret ballot at the joint meetings of 
People’s Deputies of Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Region 
and its cities and districts, provinces and their cities and districts, 
Dushanbe and its districts, cities and districts of the republican 
subordination (jointly). One-fourth of the members of Majlisi 
Milli is appointed by the President of the Republic of Tajikistan. 
For the first time in the history of parliamentarism with a sense 
of political responsibility, paying tribute to ethical human values, 
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especially respecting the works of politicians of the first rank of the 
republic, which fully complies with decent morals of our nation, 
the country’s Constitution entitles each former President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan to be a life member of Majlisi Milli, if he 
will not renounce the use of this right.

One of the important innovations of the changes and 
additions introduced to the Constitution, consisted in the fact that 
the adoption of laws on the state budget and amnesty was assigned 
only to Majlisi Namoyandagon that is inherent in the civilized 
states of the world and expresses democratic nature of both society 
and the Constitution itself. This provision of the Constitution and 
the law of the Republic of Tajikistan “On state budget” recognize 
the representatives of the people, who are elected by the people 
directly, empowered to exercise this right as being responsible for 
the economic future of the country. 

Changes and additions to part of the executive power, primarily 
covering the powers of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, 
extending the presidential term from five to seven years, granted 
him with rights to independently form and dissolve ministries and 
state committees, raising the question of amendments and additions 
to the Constitution by nation-wide referendum, an independent 
appointment and dismissal of plenipotentiary representatives of 
Tajikistan (ambassadors), etc.

A completely new structure - the Council of Justice was formed, 
which presents to the President of the Republic of Tajikistan for 
the appointment and dismissal of the candidates for judges of 
the Military Court, judges of the Court of Gorno-Badakhshan 
Autonomous Region, provinces, Dushanbe, cities and districts, 
economic courts of the Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Region.

The Constitution of Tajikistan given the role and place 
of each element of the political system of society in general 
established principles of their organizational and functional 
autonomy. Particularly, political parties and public associations 
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are granted autonomy in their formation and charter activities as 
integral elements of the political system. However, they have no 
right to interfere in the affairs of state. Under the provisions of the 
Constitution and laws of Tajikistan, political parties have the right 
to vote, have their representatives in elective bodies, but they are 
not entitled to usurp state power. 

One of the key elements of the political system of Tajikistan 
is the activity of public organizations, which both in problematic 
periods of social history and now seek to promote integration and 
understanding of different socio-political forces. In this regard, 
the role and importance of the Public Council of the Republic of 
Tajikistan are particularly visible. President of the Republic of 
Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon, linking the creation of the Council 
with the aim of securing a permanent dialogue of different socio-
political groups to achieve a balance of interests and opinions, 
finding and establishing new forms of cooperation, said: “Since the 
Public Council has a representative, consultative and coordinating 
status, it gives opportunity for all participants - representatives of 
political parties, organizations and associations to exchange views 
on the problems of society and state, to offer advice on how to 
solve them”. 

The process of transforming the legal system and the formation 
of a new parliamentary structure was the result of signing of the 
Agreement, which improved the meaning and content of the 
Constitution, as well as deepened its democratic features. In 
light of the social regularity, dramatic changes in social life and 
achievements of a developing country it has become necessary to 
make changes and additions to the Constitution of Tajikistan, 
which was implemented on June 22, 2003.

The two constitutional reforms formed a bicameral 
parliament, improved executive authority and economic structure 
of the country, and it was during this period that the judicial 
authorities were given more autonomy, individual rights and 



43

freedoms were recognized as the core values ​​that in general 
enriched the democratic basis of the Constitution (Basic Law) and 
created necessary ground for strengthening security and stability, 
improving the living standards of the country. 

The Constitution of the sovereign state of Tajikistan, since 
the preparation and adoption before making any changes and 
additions to its contents, was under the close supervision of the 
President of the country and was approved by the will of the 
people. It was a hard and difficult phase of the new conceptual 
framework for statehood of Tajiks, developing a coherent theory 
of national statehood and its legal postulates, fundamental aspects 
of which were recognized by the people and the world community. 
Both the Constitution and the changes and additions, containing 
powerful historical and national bases, reflecting the realities of 
the time and the world, laid the groundwork for a new political 
system, which differed radically from the political system of the 
Tajik Soviet Socialist Republic both by the method of governance 
and the core ideology from the point of view of human rights and 
freedoms.

President of the country as a guarantor of the Constitution 
in the concept of public administration and in his practical policy, 
explaining the improvement of the legal reform in a systematic and 
regulatory process of civil society, a constant updating process 
for the development of a democratic state, has always stressed 
and recalled that in view of the formation of new relationships in 
domestic and foreign policy of the country conditions should be 
created for the development of a new legal system, elimination of 
contradictions in the legislation, ensuring coordination and unified 
legal framework, exact scientific, financial, economic, social and 
anti-corruption expertise, preparation of new laws with the view of 
legal regulation of market relations, banking and business activities 
and other developed economic structures, preparation of the 
concept of projected development of the legislation of Tajikistan 
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and enhancement of the level of legal knowledge and culture of 
country’s citizens.

Emomali Rahmon, along with the establishment, improvement 
and updating of bases and branches of government, political 
and social services, cultural and spiritual structures, acquisition 
of legal force by specific plans for the development of society in 
Tajikistan, stresses in his annual Messages and other speeches the 
main directions of reform of legislation in the national interests 
and goals of the Tajiks. These instructions and recommendations 
of the head of state removed the bases of conflicts and tensions, 
strengthened the balance between the structures of governance 
and increased centralization of political powers, as well as created 
the necessary favorable political and legislative environment for 
the development of human personality and his rights.

The idea of ​​solidarity, unity of people and the international 
community together with the idea of ​​the unity of the origins of life 
and the universe still in ancient times created the perfect teaching 
of the knowledge of the world. Tajiks, who were at the beginnings 
of the spiritual life of society in the so-called “Axial Age” of human 
history, improved principles of knowledge of the unity of the world 
and human, brought the idea of ​​unity to the level of social and 
spiritual teaching. Our ancestors in their ancient teachings, part 
of which is preserved in the pre-Islamic sources, believed the unity 
and solidarity of humankind on the basis of “good thoughts, good 
words, good deeds” to be the factor of approaching to the real 
human happiness. Drawing attention to this reasonable teaching 
of the sacred book Avesta, a famous Indian writer Rabindranath 
Tagore noted that “Zarathustra is the first man in history who 
gave religion a moral form and in that time promoted in it more 
the truth of unity and called the good as perfection of truth and 
true perfection”.

Synthesis of ideas and wisdom of antiquity with the Islamic 
way of thinking created in the Middle Ages new horizons in the 
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moral and spiritual outlook of the Tajik people. According to the 
President of the country, “a cultural history of Tajiks, who are one 
of the most ancient peoples of Central Asia and the heirs of an 
ancient and rich civilization, originates from the two great world 
civilizations - Aryan and Islamic”. Dialogue and benefit from 
these eternal sources have opened a new world, whose leaders 
and vanguards were from among the representatives of the Tajik 
people. The presence of Imam Abu Hanifa, representative of the 
Tajik people, in the development of Islamic civilization was the 
true brilliance of the Tajik people in the Islamic world, which 
through the improvement of religious ideas and the creation of 
a tolerant mazhab of Hanafi, having the most followers, guided 
people to the path of intellectual and religious unity. One of the 
main factors of honoring the memory of Imam A’zam in 2009 at 
the initiative of President Emomali Rahmon was the teaching of 
this great personality about unity.

According to the President, Imam A’zam was the first person 
who examined the dialogue of civilizations and cultures within the 
Islamic society.

Development of the doctrine of the Great Imam and authority 
of the mazhab of hanafi on the basis of dialogue among civilizations 
were the basis of the ideas of tolerance, which is well commented 
in the article of Emomali Rahmon: “Hanafi mazhab, essential 
foundations of which are peace and stability, public security and 
tranquility of the people, has an incomparable role in the spiritual 
life of people of Central Asia, especially Tajiks”. 

This ultimate allegiance to the idea of ​​the unity of humanity is 
recognized by the Tajik people as the foundation of social justice. 
The study of these historical lessons and their application in solving 
political conflicts on the eve of the new millennium rescued the Tajik 
people from extinction, as well as strengthened the foundations 
of the new state of Tajiks, the content and nature of which are 
embodied in the General Agreement on the Establishment of Peace 
and National Accord in Tajikistan. 
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The signing of this Agreement opened a new stage in the 
political, economic, spiritual and cultural life of Tajikistan. The 
establishment of this long-expected peace originates from the XVI 
Session of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan, 
where the newly elected leader confidently declared: “I swear that 
I will apply all my knowledge and experience to make the peace 
come to every house and every family, and to faithfully serve for 
the prosperity of my dear homeland”. 

Upon the ending of the XVI Session of the Supreme Council 
of the Republic of Tajikistan on assignments of Emomali Rahmon 
the governing bodies of the Government of the country began the 
process of peace negotiations. In the statement of the President 
of the Supreme Council on the occasion of celebration of Navruz 
holiday in 1993 at the XVII Session of the Supreme Council of 
the Republic of Tajikistan People’s Deputies discussed the issues 
of finding the ways of negotiating. Thanks to the initiatives of the 
President in the first half of 1993 with the view of suspension of 
the civil war in the country, the return of refugees and internally 
displaced persons, prevention of the economic downturn and 
attraction of foreign investments for the development of Tajikistan 
has come the need to bring the parties to negotiate, and the first 
phase of this process took place in Moscow from April 5 to 19, 
1994.

To expand and accelerate the process of achievement of peace 
and accord the President, along with the negotiation, manifested 
zeal for holding meetings and conversations with the leadership of 
the United opposition forces. These meetings were often conducted 
in situations where the parties did not reach a consensus. At the 
initiative of the head of state parties held regular talks in May 17-19, 
1995 in Kabul, so that the results of these negotiations approach the 
parties closer to mutual understanding and finding ways of peace 
and accord. The outcome of these negotiations was the adoption 
of a joint statement, which strengthened the confidence of the 
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parties in a positive solution of the problem. Further meetings at 
the highest level were held in July 19, 1995 in Tehran, in December 
10-11, 1996 in Afghanistan and in December 19-23 of the same 
year in Moscow, in February 21-22 and May 16-18, 1997 in the 
cities of Mashhad and Bishkek. In general they were held 8 times 
and eventually, a fateful document of the Tajik people was signed 
in the final version. 

History and the Tajik people will never forget the dedication 
of President Emomali Rahmon in the process of ensuring peace 
and national accord, especially in the negotiation process in 
Afghanistan, at a meeting held on December 11, 1996. The process 
of this meeting is commented in following way in the book of 
Russian journalists Vladimir Sukhomlinov and Gennady Shalaev 
“Road to Reconciliation”: “The most stressful, dangerous and 
peerless meeting was held on December 11, 1996 in Afghanistan. 
When Said Abdullah Nuri proposed to Emomali Rahmonov to hold 
talks in the village Husdeh, located in the northern Afghanistan in 
province of Tahor, there was a feeling that he tests the will of the 
President, and he firmly agreed: 

- I am willing to meet wherever and whenever. It is important 
that the talks be fruitful... 

By prior arrangement, the helicopter of the President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan had to be met at the border, also the meeting 
party was supposed to deliver them to the residence of then the 
President of Afghanistan Burhanuddin Rabbani. And there was 
supposed to attend a famous military leader of the country Ahmad 
Shah Masud. But at the border no one met the helicopter of the 
President of Tajikistan. The guards of the President wanted them 
to return back to Dushanbe. In the territory of a foreign country, 
where civil war was going, a helicopter flight was carrying a huge 
risk and they tried to explain it to E. Rahmonov. He knew it. In 
spite of this, maybe he also knew that now every hour is invaluable, 
until a bilateral agreement is signed, large number of young people 
from both sides will die. E. Rahmonov ordered to continue flight.
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It is known that someone made a mistake and misunderstood. 
On the other side of the border two jeeps waited for the President 
and his delegation… 

But this meeting, curiously enough, ended successfully: the 
purpose and intent of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan 
E. Rahmonov practically demonstrated his courage. Rahmonov 
and Nuri signed “The Protocol on the settlement of the military-
political situation in the areas of confrontation”. In addition to 
this, especially after the meeting, there have been dramatic and 
important developments in the negotiations and practical cease-
fire started between opposition forces and government troops. If 
the President would return from abroad to Dushanbe, it would be 
unknown when in Tajikistan “the sounds of bullets would cease”. 

Another unforgettable page is the agreement on convening 
an extraordinary session of the Supreme Council of the Republic 
of Tajikistan (the first convocation). Despite the fact that the 
opposition forces have agreed to participate in this session and 
the President of the country guaranteed ensuring their security, 
representatives of the opposition forces did not participate in the 
session which was held on March 11, 1996. Despite this, the session 
was held and in connection with this issue the head of state Emomali 
Rahmon in his speech stressed that “the purpose of inviting the 
leaders of the United Tajik Opposition is only one thing: since the 
period of continuous dialogue between Tajiks is at an impasse, we 
decided at this session to conduct with the leaders of the UTO an 
open dialogue, without diplomatic disguises and concealment. I've 
always been a supporter of this and repeatedly stated about this to 
the head of the opposition S. Nuri during the meetings in Kabul 
and Tehran that the problem of conflict between Tajiks has to be 
decided by Tajiks themselves, the plenipotentiary representatives 
of the people who ache for the fate of the people and country”. 

Finally, after several meetings, conversations, and negotiations 
the process of peace of Tajiks ended, due to the signing of the 
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historic document “General Agreement on the Establishment of 
Peace and National Accord in Tajikistan”, which occurred on 
June 27, 1997 in Moscow and this date in our national calendar is 
written as the Day of National Unity. 

President of the country in his address on the occasion of the 
signing of the General Agreement on the Establishment of Peace 
and National Accord appreciated the great importance of this 
historical phenomenon as follows: “Aspirations and expectations 
of the past 5-6 years for the sake of preserving national statehood 
of Tajiks came true exactly in this happy day. Today I can say 
that the current generation of the Tajik people, despite the fact 
that at the beginning it stumbled, but today it won, because this 
generation could reject the temptation and lure of the devil, which 
took place in the minds of our people, could crush the snake that 
devoured souls of hundreds of sons of our nation... Common sense 
and reason prevailed. A happy day came, which was expected 
in all cities and remote villages, as well as in the families of our 
country”.

Experience of peace between Tajiks was one of the greatest 
lessons of school of peace-loving and governance of Emomali 
Rahmon, who is recognized and studied both domestically and 
abroad. This historical experience on the return of nearly 1 million 
of refugees to their homeland and their homes, creating conditions 
for their social integration has been recognized by authoritative 
organizations such as the UN and the OSCE, as a rare model of 
peacemaking. Stability and security that have been achieved thanks 
to the General Agreement on Peace and National Accord, laid a 
solid foundation for the beginning major construction projects, 
the development of various sectors of the economy, expanding 
multilateral cooperation with various countries around the world. 
Official recognition of Tajikistan by more than 150 countries of 
the world, opening of many embassies in Tajikistan’s capital, 
diplomatic and trade missions of Tajikistan in other countries 
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have expanded and given the unprecedented development to 
these relations. All these phenomena in the system of diplomatic 
relations of Tajikistan have been called “open-door policy”. New 
opportunities opened between Tajikistan and the international 
community, and peacekeeping experience of Tajiks became a 
model in the modern world. Achievement of peace by Tajiks was 
highly praised by famous politicians of our time and made it an 
instructive historic lesson for various regions of the world. In 
particular, Kofi Annan, former UN Secretary-General, described 
the experience of peace of Tajiks exemplary in achieving national 
accord and unity for various countries of the world. 

Prime Minister and former Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
paying attention to the peaceful policy of the President of Tajikistan 
E. Rahmon, in particular, stressed that “Rahmon occupies a 
prominent place among the politicians of the CIS countries. 
And this is no accidental. All his aspirations demonstrate that in 
Tajikistan the process of peace and stability further deepens, and 
in comparison with countries where there is tense situation, this 
success is unparalleled. All that is being implemented and happens 
in Tajikistan may be an example for many nations and states”. 

Peacemaking culture of Emomali Rahmon, who was the 
harbinger of the unity of the Tajik nation and the achievement 
of the aspirations of the people, had brought a recognition and 
respect of the world community to the President of the Republic 
of Tajikistan and the young sovereign state. 

The key to this global recognition can be found in the bases of 
nature and objectives of domestic and foreign policy of Emomali 
Rahmon, for all the achievements of the Tajik people during 
Independence, especially the experience of peace, are the result of 
efficient policy of the President. The result of this policy, as well 
as peace and tranquility, after which the country has seen many 
changes, reforms in all spheres of life, was that the foundations 
were laid for the revival of the nation and state.
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Today, Tajikistan is in its rightful place among the various 
countries of the world and initiatives of the President of the 
country are actively supported by the large states and authoritative 
international organizations. This policy, which originates from the 
presence of a leader with new thinking, is a remarkable phenomenon 
of development and a fundamental breakthrough in thinking and 
political culture of Tajiks in the early 21st century. 

Establishing peace and national accord, celebration of unity 
and solidarity of the people of Tajikistan, which are historical 
merits of E. Rahmon on the path of national revival and national 
statehood, have given a great spiritual impulse to the aspirations 
of the Tajiks in the creation of a democratic society. Under the 
leadership of Emomali Rahmon glorious Tajik people in the days 
of national unity gathers in one of the corners of the country and 
blesses unity. A year ago, this celebration took place in Badakhshan, 
and two years before this noble mission was entrusted to the people 
of Sughd. 

This good cause has turned into one of the humane traditions, 
which promotes effective relationship between people and state, 
enables citizens to communicate directly with the Head of State, 
to express their proposals and wishes. It should be added that visit 
by the President of cities and districts of the country is carried out 
in order to directly familiarize with the conditions of everyday life 
and work of their inhabitants, see and hear everything happening 
in the regions, to learn more deeply about the issues, discuss and 
find solutions to them, to acquaint residents of the regions with 
current and prospective plans and programs of the government of 
the country.

After each trip, meeting and conversation of the President 
follow the reforms aimed at improving the welfare of people, 
creation of infrastructure components, beautification of cities and 
districts. This humanistic tradition is a confirmation of historical 
wisdom that where the blessed foot of a fair leader steps, there 
increase abundance and good. 
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For almost twenty years the Tajik people sees that this 
wisdom is realized by the example of President's travels to the 
cities, districts, provinces where it is then created new enterprises, 
major socio-economic constructions, cultural and entertainment 
complexes, schools, libraries, and the people believe the truth of 
this wisdom. The friendly meeting of the President of the country 
by the people from all the regions of Tajikistan, who never felt 
any barriers and distance between themselves and their President, 
is clear evidence of national character and policy of Emomali 
Rahmon, which became the most important factor in achieving 
Tajik unity and solidarity. 

The establishment of the Public Council of the Republic 
of Tajikistan, which incorporates the representatives of various 
political parties and public organizations, was one of the important 
policy measures, which lit up the atmosphere of peace and mutual 
understanding in order to strengthen national unity. This Council 
on behalf of the thirty political parties, political movements, public 
associations with participation of the President of the Republic 
of Tajikistan and the Chairman of Majlisi Oli of the Republic of 
Tajikistan ratified “The treaty on social accord in Tajikistan” on 
March 9, 1996, and this document assumed officiality with the 
consent of the heads of its constituent parties and movements.

Eight political parties, two thousand and seven hundred 
NGOs, four hundred and four newspapers, eighty-one magazine, 
forty four television and radio organizations and nine news 
agencies freely operate and the rights and freedoms, the individual 
interests of citizens, political pluralism are fully guaranteed on the 
basis of national consensus in the country in accordance with the 
principles of democratic and legal society. The unity of various 
forces in the country reached by the Tajik nation with the signing 
of the peace agreement and implementation of cultural policy 
of Emomali Rahmon on coexistence, solidarity and unity, is the 
demonstration of a true choice of the leader of the Tajik nation 
directed towards the future on the eve of the new millennium. 
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Another social structure from the sweet fruits of independence 
and wise government of state of Emomali Rahmon was the 
formation of the Forum of Tajiks and Persian-speaking peoples 
of the world under the name “Payvand”, which is incomparable 
in its kind, and recalls the glorious deeds of the Samanid dynasty. 
By creating this Forum, the President called upon the Tajiks of 
the world, which until independence period lived separately in 
different countries around the world, for unity and lit the lamp 
of friendship between the Tajiks and Persian-speaking peoples 
of the world. The initiatives and actions of the President of the 
Forum “Payvand” Emomali Rahmon, which united the Tajiks 
of the world, have been enthusiastically welcomed by all the 
representatives of Persian-speaking peoples. Excerpt from speech 
of Mr. Aliasghar Sherdust perfectly illustrates this fact: “Your 
humble servant, as a representative of the great and cultural Iran, 
was the first foreign member of this forum and all these years has 
witnessed the efforts of His Excellency Emomali Rahmon for the 
sake of the long and prosperous life of this forum. Convening 
representatives of Tajiks and Persian-speaking peoples from all 
over the world and meetings of management team of “Payvand” 
with participation of its Supreme Leader Mr. Emomali Rahmon 
was a great and honorable matter that is a continuation of the 
tradition of Samanids. One thousand and one hundred years ago 
so did the great sons of the Tajiks. Even at that time Samanids 
by the Persian-Tajik language, which was a unifying tool for the 
Tajiks and Iranians, strived for integration, were able to create 
the first great empire with the cultural space. They knowledgeably 
and soberly treated the reviving role of language and culture, 
spiritualized them and sought their development. This is the case 
that the President of the republic took on inspiredly and wisely 
through the creation of “Payvand”, following the lead of Ismail 
Samanid. Ambient activity of the President towards the unification 
of Tajiks and Persian-speaking peoples of the world, being one 
of the fundamental principles of his supreme goals, put forward 
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a personality of Emomali Rahmon from the rank of cherished 
national leader to the level of the leader of Tajiks across the 
world.

All actions taken under the guidance of Emomali Rahmon in 
the way of national accord and unity, in the direction of updating 
the legal system and government have been implemented by the 
Government of Tajikistan, their goal was to make our prospering 
country enter into a broad highway of civilization of the modern 
world, and that people find a decent and happy life, realizing their 
national aspirations. In the light of this policy, the Tajik people 
have deeply felt their creative energy and embarked on the road of 
creation and upgrading, as a result of which the country gradually 
modified, from small villages to big cities, Tajikistan gained a 
qualitatively new look, its pulse started beating in proportion to 
the rhythm of the era and the world.
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WISDOM IS THE CROWN OF GOVERNORS... 

	

New governance of the Tajik nation - the governance during 
the Independence period, which is based on the Declaration of 
independence of the country, has run into consistent failures during 
its initial steps. The national peace government was also incapable 
of overseeing the activity of governmental agencies and was not 
able to accomplish anything. Tajikistan was in an uncertain and 
uneasy and complicated situation. The imposed severe civil war 
has completely weakened the political and economic systems, as a 
result of which a country in chaos with an incapable government, 
with a collapsed industry and economy and agriculture, the citizens 
of which became refugees and were in an uncertain situation, has 
been left. There was no single penny in the country’s treasury. The 
social life has reached its downturn due to level of development of 
the education and economy and everything needed to be started 
from zero. The time being and the history required a new style of 
governance and a powerful figure, who according to Khoja Hofiz 
“could explore a new corner of the space and create something 
new”.

If we have a look at the role and position of Emomali Rahmon 
in the establishment of a fascinating castle of the Independence 
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of Tajikistan and the national governance of Tajik nation from 
the critical perspective and if we think about the establishment 
of his policy through humane, periodic and historical factors, we 
can find out that this politician, alongside with efforts to achieve 
the higher goals of his people, was able to dedicate him to his 
people, which made it possible for him to win over the reality and 
political situation at the beginning of his governance. Since being 
able to control over oneself is possible due to wisdom, it is a great 
power that makes the person dedicated and capable of heroism 
identifying the destiny of one’s nation. There are many cases in the 
humankind political history, within which figures possessing these 
features have created a quite different world. The cornerstone, 
which enlightens such an enormous power of humankind nature 
and calls for creating and promotion of a better world, is the 
wisdom, which in its development process realizes dreams and 
wishes of a nation.

Pure wisdom is a gift of the God, however, it can develop 
based on the environment, on the nature of a person, on efforts 
to learn something, on studying life and learning through 
publications, way of thinking and lessons learnt. In other words, 
the wisdom and justice is the holy cornerstone, which makes the 
power of wisdom constructive and creative. That original wisdom 
and elegant ethic was the guideline of the activities of Emomali 
Rahmon, which made it possible to transform our destroyed and 
affected by the civil war country recognized as a country with open 
society worldwide. 

Our notes regarding the inventive initiatives of the country’s 
President in the establishment and strengthening the government 
and its agencies based on the political documents and events shows 
that Emomali Rahmon has passed a long way in establishing 
balance, peace, accord and creating government with the use of 
wisdom. The tool of this brave traveler in such a complicated and 
hard way was self-confidence, trust in his peoples and reliance on 
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the God, which made him successful in achieving the highest dream, 
i.e. creation of an open and independent state of Tajik nation.

First of all the process of reform and improvement of the 
public administration as a step towards the constitional system 
of government started, which was implemented through the 
regulation of the activity of legislator bodies and firm measures 
in the constitutional reform. At this end, the Supreme Council of 
Tajikistan was acknowledged as the highest management body 
and the authorities for the country’s management were handed 
over to Emomali Rahmon, Chairman of the Supreme Council of 
Tajikistan.

Forgiving sins and granting amnesty has very deep sources 
in the ethics of the Tajik people. As early as in the period of 
governance of Tsar Jamshed guitty people used to be granted 
amnesty within the celebration of great Navruz holiday every year 
and this gorgeous feature was specific to the national governance 
of that time. Decree of the Chairman of the Supreme Council 
about the amnesty reminds that praiseworthy feature of political 
governance, which Ismoili Somoni applied after he won his brother 
Nasr, he showed full respect towards him and his human rights 
and sent him back to Samarkand. The first good thing brought 
by Emomali Rahmon in his capacity of the Head of the State to 
Tajik nation, was the establishment of peace. And the first ever 
peacebuilding initiative started with forgiving sins of those people, 
who threw up sword against each other. Peace and amnesty was a 
good prediction of the blessing steps of the newly elected leader of 
Tajik people, who entered the political arena with an honour. With 
a view to stopping the civil war, establishing peace and accord and 
mutual understanding between different groups, nongovernmental 
organizations and political parties, ensuring sustainable activity of 
the government authorities, the Chairman of the Supreme Council 
of the Republic of Tajikistan issued a Resolution, in accordance 
with which the individuals, who committed illegal acts in the armed 
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conflict areas from March 27-November 25, 1992, were released 
from criminal, discipline and administrative punishment.

Though a part of the leaders of opposition group did not 
acknowledge brave and wise steps undertaken by Emomali Rahmon 
as they should have done, the Head of the State has succeeded in 
building the capacity and establishing peace and stopping severe 
violations thanks to his tolerance and patience as well as strong 
will and reliance on the support of people. The war was eventually 
stopped due to [his] strong will and potential, wise measures to 
strengthen the law enforcement.

The news about the peace, granting amnesty, calling the Tajik 
society for peace and accord as well as participating and unifying 
efforts in establishment and management of the government 
authorities for the sake of unity of Tajikistan and saving the Tajik 
nation expressed by the Head of the State unified patriot and 
dedicated citizens of the country and created a big power of them 
following their leader. The visits of Emomali Rahmon to flash 
points and residence of refugees and his talks with depressed people 
is a good lesson to be learnt within the new governance history.

Alongside with the establishment of the National Army and 
returning refugees, through deep analysis of the political situation 
in the country and logic decisions, in his statements, the Head of the 
state identified four priority tasks in terms of reform of government 
and succeeded in their implementation. These four tasks include 
establishment of the government authorities throughout the 
country, strengthening the existing law enforcement agencies in 
the field and creating enabling conditions for these agencies to 
fulfill their tasks and responsibilities, to enhance the protection of 
the official borders of Tajikistan and integrating Tajikistan into 
the world community and thereby to promote acknowledgement 
of the country as a full member of the world country’s assembly. 
Emomali Rahmon added in his statement: “we are committed 
first of all to ensure security of our country, to establish our army, 



59

police, national security committee and to strengthen other law 
enforcement agencies, because the country, which is not able to 
protect itself and to protect rights and interests of its citizens, does 
not have any value in the history process”.

Having relied on this programming guidance on sustainability 
of the national secutiry, the Management of the Republic of 
Tajikistan has determined the issues of disarmament of armed 
groups, strengthening and expanding the activity of structural 
units of the Ministry of Interior and National Security Committee, 
improvement of the country’s economy as core points of its prospect 
and at this end proposed the adoption of relevant resolutions at 
the level of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan. 
The implementation of this program, the main goal of which was 
to ensure peace and reconciliation of opposing/fighting parties, in 
fact was the implementation of the dreams of the young leader of 
the country and expressed through the resolutions and laws of the 
Governemnt and Supreme Council, which gradually stabilized the 
social life and governance and by undertaking measures to ensure 
security and obtaining the trust of the society call the population 
for constructive efforts.

The Head of the state, having made a deep analysis with the 
involvement of specialists and scholars, has struggled with a strong 
will so that his decrees and resolutions are implemented in the 
reality. Under his comprehensive support the Top Management 
of the country has strengthened, which could restore the spoiled 
reputation of the country. The high requirements and demand, 
which Emomali Rahmon have had towards himself having 
relied on his initiatives, enabled to feel responsibility at all levels 
of governance alongside with governmental will and central 
government. There is a saying from ancient times that the politics 
and government cannot be sustainable without strong discipline 
of its central bodies. It was the humane and political features of 
Emomali Rahmon, which unified all branches of the country’s 
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management bottom up and saved the country from different 
disasters via the establishment of a sustainable executive instrument 
within the existing legislations.

The sustainability of Independence, protection of the 
unification of the country, stabilization of the political and social 
situation, resolving armed conflicts and elimination of violation 
and injustice required the establishment of the National Army. The 
foundation of the Armed Forces of Tajikistan was laid in February 
1993 from zero, when there was no material and technical base. 
Despite the very hard economic situation, the Top Management 
of the country found ways and could supply its National Army 
with weapon, munition and other necessary equipment within a 
relatively short period. On the other hand, though the peacebuilding 
forces of neighboring countries have arrived in the country on the 
request of Tajikistan to protect its borders, Emomali Rahmon, 
due to his vision, despite the difficult economic situation of the 
country, decided to establish national border troops and army.

Stopping the severe civil war within the shortest period 
was the historical achievement of Emomali Rahmon, which was 
recognized by the world community as a unique peace-building 
experience and national reconciliation. Following these initiatives 
of the Head of the state, the Management of the Supreme Council 
and the Cabinet Council has issued a number of resolutions and 
decrees. Of grace, disarmament, fight against crime, boosting 
the country’s relations with foreign countries and international 
organizations were the issues, which played an important role in 
the implementation of the public policy of Emomali Rahmon, 
alongside with strengthening of local government authorities, 
regulation of the activity of ministries and agencies of the country 
convinced the population in establishment of a powerful and 
sustainable government, which is capable of ensuring security of 
the society throughout the country.

Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan on the 12th 
convocation has adopted many laws within its term, the majority 
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of which needed to be revised and amended seriously. First of 
all necessity for the development and adoption of constitutional 
laws arose. In accordance with the Law “On Constitutional 
Reform of the Republic of Tajikistan, procedure of adoption and 
implementation of the Constitution of the Republic of Tajikistan” 
the improvement of legislation and development of new laws related 
to strengthening of government authorities became priority. On 
this basis, instruments regulating the activity of law enforcement 
agencies, laws on munition, on fight against organized crime were 
developed and adopted first and foremost.

The people of Tajikistan have elected Emomali Rahmon as 
the President of the Republic of Tajikistan with a strong will on the 
day of adoption of the Constituion of the Republic of Tajikistan, 
which was held on November 6, 1994 through referendum.

Based on the constructive policy of Emomali Rahmon, the 
people of Tajikistan, as an integral part of the world community, 
acknowledged freedom and human rights as the highest values, 
recognized the necessity to ensure independence of their country, 
and having recognized equality and friendship of all nations 
and peoples have adopted the new Constitution of the country. 
The adoption of the Constitution, election of the President of 
the Republic of Tajikistan, election of Members of the Supreme 
Assembly and local assemblies within the new Constitution and 
appointment and approval of all governmental agencies called 
Tajikistan for entering a new phase of establishment of a democratic 
and law-based society.

The President gave the start to the creation of legislation of 
the new phase of development of independent Tajikistan.

Full and independent Parliament and real parliamentarism 
was established after 1994 and for the first time in the political 
history of Tajikistan the major component of parliamentarism, 
i.e. the analysis of the government at the level of the country’s 
constitution was official acknowledged.
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With a view to implementing the reform of legislator bodies 
of the country, the Higher Legislator Body of the country 
reviewed and adopted first and foremost Constitutional Laws “On 
Parliamentary Election of the Republic of Tajikistan”, “On Election 
of Members of the Local Assemblies of the Parliament”, “On 
Local Government Authorities”, “On Self-governance Bodies of 
Subdistricts and Villages”. The legal framework for establishment 
of both the Supreme Assembly as the only legislator body and also 
the local assembly has been set up and the first election was held 
in 1995.

In 1999, based on the amendments and additions introduced 
to the Constitution of the Republic of Tajikistan, having focused 
on the establishment of a professional parliament, which could be 
capable of improving the laws qualitatively and taking into account 
the interests of individual areas and segments of population, the 
structure of the Parliament was changed into two-chamber one and 
the procedure of the establishment and operation of the Parliament 
of the Republic of Tajikistan was identified in the Constitutional 
Law of the Republic of Tajikistan “On the Supreme Assembly of 
the Republic of Tajikistan”.

Based on these provisions, the laws developed and adopted 
by the Parliament as legislator body, are implemented by the 
executive authorites and Parliament members participate in the 
process of appointment of the country’s officials. These authorities 
serve as the criteria to establish balance within the government. 
The Parliament, as a real legislator and representative body, was 
legalized as a body, which reflects the interests of all groups of 
society. 

Activity of representatives of different political parties, 
fractions and delegation groups within the Parliament is the 
evidence of democratic Parliament of Tajikistan, which plays an 
important role in understanding goals and efforts of political and 
public forces of the society. This made it possible for the Head of 
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the state to bring together and to unify all political forces of the 
country for the well-being and development of the country and to 
mobilize this powerful union for the implementation of dreams of 
the Tajik people.

From its establishment up to present, the Parliament of 
Tajikistan has reviewed and adopted more than 700 laws, which 
identify the legal framework of the country’s development. The 
laws adopted up to present regulate important issues related to the 
governance system and public administration and have opened a 
space towards the establishment of a modern civilized society.

Reform of the structure of the Parliament, alongside with the 
qualitative improvement of laws, enhancing the professional level 
of the legislator body, fruitful cooperation with the international 
legislator organizations and protection of human rights, with the 
establishment of a new balance between the national historical 
values and international legal standards, also linked Tajikistan to 
the most important modern democratic trends.

The Constitution, by applying the political and legal 
experience of the humane civilization, has identified the division of 
the government as the backbone of governance and has established 
classical style of government. In accordance with Article 64 of the 
Constitution the President of the Republic of Tajikistan is the 
Head of the State and the Executive. The Executive as a powerful 
and speedily reacting branch of the government, fully belongs to 
the President and the latter, in his capacity of Chairman, is also 
responsible for leading the Government of the country. 

In accordance with provisions of the Constitution the 
government authorities in the Republic of Tajikistan is comprised 
of legislator, executive and judicial branches. The Legislator 
Authorities is run by the Parliament, the Executive government 
is run by the President and the judicial government is run by the 
Constitutional Court, Supreme Court, Supreme Economic Court, 
Military Court and other general city courts. These three branches 
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of government are independent within their authorities and do 
not subordinate to each other. However, the independence of 
the branches of government is not an absolute concept, because 
none of them would be able to implement their tasks properly 
without interaction, involving and influencing each other. For 
instance, adoption of laws is the authority of the Parliament of the 
country, but the laws come into force only after they are signed 
by the President. Or, all of the decrees of the President about the 
appointment and dismissal of the Members of the Government 
are submitted for the approval to the Joint Session of the Upper 
and Lower Chambers of the Parliament. The legislator and 
executive branches of the government also participate in the 
process of establishment of the higher level of the judicial bodies. 
This mutually beneficial relationship is an effective factor for 
both controlling these branches and keeping balance between the 
branches of the government via preservation of their independence 
and authorities.

Decomposition of the government by identifying its formality 
and responsibilities in legal and regulatory documents, which is 
the core of the constitutional reform of the country’s President, 
necessitated to edit the Constitutional Law of Tajikistan “On the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan”, which served as a 
basis for structural changes in the government. Establishment of 
the government system based on the democratic and law-based 
society standards has gradually transformed it into the central 
public administration body. 

Connection of the position of the country’s President with the 
executive branch of the government, which created a centralized 
system of public administration, in fact ensured effective results 
of the influence of the Head of the State on improvement of 
the activity of all managerial and administrative agencies in the 
implementation of the destiny identifying period of transition 
into a new political, social and economic system. The country’s 
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President has also been playing the core and leading role in 
coordination of the programmes and implementation of a set of 
measures accomplished within the Public Administration Reform 
Strategy. 

The Constitution has identified the Republic of Tajikistan as 
a unified country and determined a new system of interrelations 
between the central and local government authories. The 
independence of province and centralized management was 
established and the responsibility of the local authorities before 
the central government was identified. This political and legal 
establishment is reflected in the Laws of the Republic of Tajikistan 
“On Local Authorities” and “On Self-governance bodies of 
subdistricts and villages”, and a set of legal authorities of the 
local and central government authorities are pointed out in this 
important document.

Thanks to this policy, units of the National Security Committee 
and law enforcement agencies were established in all provinces, 
towns and districts within a short period. The system of activity 
of ministries, governmental agencies and committees has been 
established in the capital city and their interaction with different 
towns and districts, including areas exposed to the influence of the 
civil war was established. Altogether, these achievements in terms 
of strengthening the government authorities made it possible to 
strengthen management agencies throughout the country and to 
ensure national security and consistent operation of managerial 
agencies.

In accordance with the Constitution, governmental agencies, 
judicial system and maintenance of public security as the 
components of governance have improved more and their activities 
were brought in line with legal and regulatory documents, including 
the country’s Constitution. 

After the adoption of the Constitution the judicial branch as 
an important part of the government structure has entered its new 
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historical phase and improved at the level of implementing judicial 
agencies. Based on this, for the first time, independent judicial 
agencies such as Constitutional Court, Economic and Military 
Court were established within the judicial system of the country. 
The country’s judicial system has also been serious reformed. 
According to democratic society principles judicial power is 
recognized as an independent and separate branch of government, 
and its activity was coordinated with the requirements of the current 
period and brought in line with international documents. With a 
view to strengthening judicial power and ensuring independence 
of courts, which logically follows the goal of ensuring justice, 
by the initiative of the President Justice Council of the Republic 
of Tajikistan was established, which has been implementing the 
Government’s policy on judicial power.

Since the judicial power as an independent branch of the 
government and the main tool for promotion of social justice 
plays the key role in a democratic society, with a view to improving 
the judicial power and bringing it in line with the requirement of 
contemporary period and society, “Judicial and Legal Reform 
Program (2011-2013)” was adopted by the President’s Decree 
of 3 January 2011. The goal of this governmental program is 
to resolve the issues related to the development of the Criminal 
Code on Administrative Violation, analysis of the country’s 
legislation with a view to introducing amendments and additions 
in order to improve the justice system and to envisage increase 
of public budget funding for judicial agencies. This initiative has 
played an important role in ensuring independence of judges 
and implementation of constitutional guarantees for the court 
protection and gave start to a new phase of the judicial system, i.e. 
promotion of the independence of courts.

As for the continuous political and social development of the 
governmental agencies structure, new agencies were established and 
were legalized by adoption of relevant laws. For instance, having 
paid attention into the instability and explosions in Afghanistan, 
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particularly drugs and weapon trafficking, as well as the country’s 
difficult situation, including crossing borders of Tajikistan by armed 
insurgents in the last decade of the 20th century, in 1997, Decree on 
the establishment of the Border Protection Committee under the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan was signed. Constant 
improvement and enhancing the Tajikistan Border Troops has 
strengthened the security of border areas, and according to the 
Head of the State, this newly established committee as a symbol of 
independence of the country, has taken over the protection of the 
country’s border in all areas step by step. Establishment of Drugs 
Control Agency under the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, 
Emergency and Civil Defence Committee within the governmental 
agencies, State Agency for Financial Control and Fight Against 
Corruption under the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan 
and other governmental agencies have complemented each other 
in ensuring full security and implementing economic and social 
development programs of the Government of the Republic of 
Tajikistan.

Globalization and overall movements in the world’s 
political and social environment has created a trend of migration, 
especially labor migration, which also involved Tajikistan. Mostly 
labor migration has been observed in Tajikistan, which has been 
significantly influencing the country’s economic life. Alongside 
with these positive and effective aspects of migration, the country’s 
leadership is concerned with cases of violation of individual human 
rights of Tajik labor migrants and lack of an appropriate system in 
the migration trend. With a view to regulating and controlling this 
process, protecting the rights of Tajik migrants and prevention 
of accidents, the President has first established State Migration 
Service within the Ministry of Interior of Tajikistan and later 
State Migration Service under the Government of the Republic of 
Tajikistan. 

One of the important features of the governance of Emomali 
Rahmon is his particular attention to the prospect of the country 
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and existence of his nation, which has played an important role in 
the design of ethical education of the society and in the development 
of social and economic programs, as well as in reform of the civil 
service. It is not occasional that since the start of the 90s of the last 
century, the President has been paying an utmost attention to the 
position and role of young people in all of his initiatives. As early 
as in 1993 the first meeting of Emomali Rahmon in his capacity 
of the Chairman of the Supreme Council with representatives of 
the country’s youth was held, as a result of which a number of 
talented young people were appointed in different positions of high 
responsibility and further measures on care after this segment of 
population, on whom the future of the country depends. Though 
the Law of the Republic of Tajikistan “On Youth and Public 
Policy on Youth” was adopted on March 12, 1992, its real social 
and legal implementation actually started after the 16th Session 
of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan and legal 
framework for benefits of the young generation was established. 
The reform of the law and adoption of its second edition on July 
15, 2004 has played an important role in the further activity of 
the young people, particularly their involvement into the country’s 
management, expansion of the political influence of the young 
generation and wide national programs. Emomali Rahmon 
always emphasized that “We should pay equal attention to the 
public policy on youth and other public strategic issues, because 
youth play a decisive role in the process of the establishment of an 
independent, democratic and law-based country in Tajikistan and 
the eventual destiny of this process depends on this power very 
much».

Thanks to the wise policy of the Head of the State the role and 
position of the youth in the political, economic, social and cultural 
life of the country has increased. Having taken into account the 
influence and position of the youth in the society, on the basis 
of the Law of the Republic of Tajikistan “On Youth and Public 
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Policy on Youth”, the President of the country has established 
Committee on youth affairs under the Government of the Republic 
of Tajikistan, which later through coordination of the activities 
of the youth department and their role in the establishment of 
sports and tourism in the country this agency was transferred into 
a governmental agency uniting all these three aspects and renamed 
into the Committee for Youth, Sport and Tourism Affairs under 
the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan. Through its 
multilateral activity, this Committee has called the country’s youth 
for promotion of the development of different sectors and ensuring 
their own well-being. The State, having recognized the position of 
the youth in the society, has established enabling conditions for 
the further development of their talent and creative potential.

During the 20 years of the Independence of Tajikistan, the 
Head of the State has been constantly supporting the position and 
dignity of the youth in his statements and call them for learning 
and being industrious and running their lives based on these two 
important principles. The Statements of the Head of State at the 
First Meeting of the Youth of Tajikistan (March 17, 1994), at 
the conversation with the youth (May 23, 1997), at the meeting 
with talented youth (May 18, 1998), at the conversation with 
the representatives of the country’s youth (May 21, 2005), at the 
Ceremony of the launch of the construction of the stadium in 
Khujand town (June 15, 2007), at the ceremony of granting awards 
to Tajik sportsmen – winners of the 2007 world championship 
(December 29, 2007) and so forth first prove the attention and care 
of the Head of the State of the past and future of the youth and 
secondly calls the youth towards better life and activity.

In parallel with the public youth policy the issue of the 
women’s role in the society was one of the urgent issues, which 
has been on the focus of the Head of the State since the end of 90s 
of the last century. The President of the Republic of Tajikistan 
signed a special Decree “On measures for increasing women’s 
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role in the society” of December 3, 1999 has made it possible to 
establish the Committee for women and family affairs under the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan and to involve more 
women in managerial positions, and to expand their contribution 
in the political, social and educational life of the country. 
Development of “National Plan of Measures of the Republic of 
Tajikistan on enhancing the position and role of women (1998-
2005)” and the National Program “Major Aspects of the Public 
Policy on Ensuring Human Rights and Equal Opportunities of 
Men and Women in the Republic of Tajikistan (2001-2010)”, 
“National Program on Reproductive Rights Health and Rights” 
of December 2, 1999, “State Program on Education, Selection and 
Appointment of Leading Personnel in the Republic of Tajikistan 
out of talented women and ladies (2007-2016)” are the rings of a 
chain, which gradually have been establishing legal and political 
framework for social development of women.

With a view to protecting the constitutional rights of women 
and enhancing their position in the society as well as resolving 
the demography issues, and regulating national traditions, the 
Government of the country, based on the legal documents and 
specific programs, including the Law of the Republic of Tajikistan 
“On state guarantees of equal rights of men and women and ways 
of their equal implementation”, has been constantly undertaking 
measures, which have been playing an important role in improving 
women’s life and activities.

Within the implementation of documents by instructions of 
the Head of the State, the issue of the involvement of women into 
the governance issues, management of social and economic sectors, 
creation of new jobs for women, training of skilled professionals 
out of young girls, improvement of medical services, prevention 
of maternal and child mortality and respect of equal rights and 
freedoms were identified as the main and constructive goals of 
the state and made it possible to promote women in the society. 
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At this end, if in 1995 123 women were working in managerial 
positions at the central government, in 1998 their number reached 
213 and in 2002, by the Decrees and Resolutions of the country’s 
President 30 women were involved in only managerial positions 
within the central government and currently 39 women work in 
these managerial positions. At present, the total number of women 
working as civil servants reached 3 612 people (23.4%), including 
1975 women in the central government agencies and 1637 women 
work for local government authorities, who make thei contribution 
for the development of the society, implementation of the 
Government and the President’s policy with a strong will. In his 
Message to the Parliament of the Republic of Tajikistan in 2011 
the President once again touched upon this issue and emphasized 
about the expansion of the role and influence of women at all levels 
of the government and other public and social agencies in dealing 
with the most important issues of the contemporary society. 

Emomali Rahmon, having thoroughly analyzed the issue of the 
role and position of women in the society in ensuring sustainability 
of the ethical traditions of the people and the fate of the nation’s 
future, has made a conclusion that moral inheritance and linking 
generations, continuation of laudable behavior and ethics, 
permanence of good and worthy traditions, wisdom and capacity 
of the new generation first of all depends on the contribution 
and dedication of women. The President’s attitude and approach 
towards the country’s women as their careful son, brother and 
father alongside with specific governmental programs have been 
the important factors for social selfconsciousness and active 
participation of the Tajik women and girls. When the President 
raised the issue of the regulation of traditions and customs, 
festivities and different celebrations and asked the population 
for their opinions on the ways of solution to this problem, first 
and foremost ladies have supported his constructive initiative 
in order to reduce this both material and moral poverty. This 
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noble intention of the Head of the State in breaking superstition 
traditions followed by people, who had alien elements causing huge 
backbreaking expenses and difficulties, made it possible to avoid 
purposeless waste of resources, to prevent family conflicts and 
psychological headaches and to revive national family culture. 

After the adoption of the State Law of the Republic of 
Tajikistan “On Regulation of Traditions and Celebrations” through 
the wide discussion and by the wish of people, a new agency – State 
Agency for Regulation of Celebrations within the Executive Office 
of the President was established, which started the implementation 
of the law with the population’s support throughout the country. 

In the process of reform and improvement of the governmental 
agencies, the Head of the State has been paying a particular attention 
to the issue of the regulation of civil service and training of qualified 
professionals meeting the requirements of the contemporary society 
in his policy. With a view to increasing the role and position of civil 
servants in the society, improving their knowledge and regulating 
the structure of the agency management, Civil Service Directorate 
under the President of the Republic of Tajikistan was established 
by the Decree of the President of January 25, 2001.

In continuation of this initiative for education/upbringing of 
talented young people and their training for civil service, the issue 
of establishment of Civil Servants’ Professional Development 
Institute arose and this educational and professional development, 
which was important from different perspectives, was established 
by the Decree of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan “On 
Establishment of the Civil Servants’ Professional Development 
Institute of the Republic of Tajikistan” of October 9, 2002 with 
a view to retraining and improving the capacity of civil servants. 
Prior to the establishment of this Institute, civil servants used to 
attend professional development courses in other CIS countries 
and it was obvious that the courses did not take into account the 
national peculiarities of the political culture of the Tajik people 
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fully. The majority of civil servants in Tajikistan used to study at 
the Civil Services Academy under the President of the Russian 
Federation and from one hand the training system was not fully 
adapted to the management system in Tajikistan, on the other 
hand the professional development or study of civil servants in 
that institution cost a lot. Establishment of the Civil Servants’ 
Professional Development Institute has resolved this problem 
and laid a framework for regular improvement of the capacity of 
sectors and civil servants. 

Approval of the Catalogue of official positions of the Republic 
of Tajikistan, adoption of the “Code of Ethics of Civil Servant” 
and many other legal and regulatory documents, which are based 
on the Law of the Republic of Tajikistan “On Civil Service”, have 
promoted the regulation and effectiveness of the civil service and 
identified the major directions of its further improvement. 

Despite the establishment of the Civil Service Directorate and 
the sectorial institute, the Head of the State pays more attention to 
the training of specialists and civil servants meeting the international 
requirements. Taking into account the importance of the systematic 
professional development of the staff of governmental agencies 
in accordance with the Agreement on cooperation between the 
Academy of Civil Service under the President of the Russian 
Federation and the Civil Service Directorate under the President 
of the Republic of Tajikistan (April 2002) 50 civil servants were 
supported by the national and local budgets and 22 civil servants 
were supported by relevant organizations to study at the Academy 
of Russia to get second higher education diploma. In 2005, for the 
first time, nine civil servants graduated from this Academy, who 
work as the specialists of high category in different governmental 
agencies.

By the instructions of the Head of the State, Tajikistan has 
been improving its relations with other countries to respond to 
the needs of the contemporary society for professionals meeting 
international requirements. At this end, Agreement on cooperation 
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between the Chief Directorate for Civil Service of Ukraine and 
Civil Service Directorate under the President of the Republic of 
Tajikistan was signed in 2005, within which specific measures 
have been undertaken in terms of training of civil servants 
meeting international requirements. Besides their study at special 
international civil service institutes, 146 civil servants attended 
Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA) training 
courses in 2004-2005 and 650 servants working in different sectors 
of the economy have attended training courses in Japan and 
have improved their theoretical and practical background since 
the establishment of the Agency. This beneficial cooperation 
has also been run within intergovernmental agreements through 
continuous attention paid by the Head of the state that have been 
playing an influential role in training of professionals meeting the 
international requirements and working at the management of the 
country.

A brief overlook at the process of establishment of government 
authorities and its activities during the 20 years of independence 
of Tajikistan proves that our country has passed through a path 
of decisive changes within such a short historical period and has 
strengthened its frame of democratic, law-based and secular state 
via full protection of national goals of the Tajik nation. At this 
end, Tajikistan developed its new Flag, Emblem and Anthem, 
established the major pillars of its governance – National Army 
and Border Troops, became member of high-ranking international 
organizations, and established political, economic and cultural 
relations with the majority of the developed countries of the 
world. The principals of the Constitutional regime and public 
administration has been systemized and the national currency has 
been introduced for circulation and national passport has been 
acknowledged as an authentic identification card of representative 
of the Tajik nation. The official introduction of these governmental 
official documents made it possible for Tajikistan and the Tajik 
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people to be acknowledged as an independent state and nation 
by the world community, and once again publicized the historical 
grandeur and honour and current achievements of the Tajik nation 
at the global level.

These great historical achievements are mainly made thanks 
to the acts of bravery of the President Rahmon, his supreme 
national goals and precise destiny creating programming, which 
revived the nation both physically and morally, hopped up national 
dignity and honour with a strong will and potential and created 
all enabling conditions for the revival of the moral potential of 
the Tajik people at the level of the government policy. Strong and 
constructive policy of the President made it possible for the society 
to overcome the deep political crisis, by the timely implementation 
of constitutional reform and laying foundation for improvement 
of the public administration has strengthened the solid system and 
enabling environment throughout the country, which served as a 
start of all current and future welfare, development and prosperity 
of our motherland.

Emomali Rahmon made this achievement thanks to his 
wise, balanced and fair policy, which is recognized by everybody 
both within and outside the country. The President, for the sake 
of fairness, has several times pointed out that it were the people, 
who are the hero, since they have preserved the wisdom and 
philosophy of their ancestors and standed for the revival of those 
values and well-being establishment. But, Emomali Rahmon as a 
wise patriot of his nation, having used his wisdom and erudition 
and leadership skills has realized the big potential of the people in 
his governance policy and has integrated his ancient Tajik nation 
with its colourful history into the world community and has 
encouraged his honorable country fellows to contribute in terms 
of identification of the further destiny of his people and ensuring 
the welfare of independent Tajikistan.

Establishment of new agencies within the government system 
made it possible to improve the activity of management authorities 
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at different levels and to expand the capacities of the government 
authorities in responding to the needs of the time and civil society. 
Gradually, all of the government branches have been improved 
from legal and administrative perspectives and opened horizons 
through establishment of framework for improvement of all aspects 
of the society’s life with a view to implementing the programming 
goals of Emomali Rahmon in national governance evolution.

Discretion, fairness and supporting people were the main 
lessons learnt from the governance school of successful Somonids, 
which is reincarnated in the policy and manner of governance 
of Emomali Rahmon in a new historical background and has 
successfully overcome the most difficult tests of the history and 
turned into an experienced life school, a great political school and 
a unique governance school.
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A CLEAR PATH

Within the philosopy of governance of Emomali Rahmon, 
alongside with the establishment of a democratic, law-based and 
secular state in Tajikistan, creation of a new economic system, which 
promoted strengthening the foundation of the country’s official 
independence, made it possible to integrate the country’s economy 
into the world economy also played an important role. Therefore, 
the Head of the Tajik nation’s state has been making parallel 
efforts in strengthening independence of Tajikistan by designing 
national economic programs. Development and implementation 
of such a new system with a view to enhancing new market-based 
economic relations required not only to lay foundation for creation 
of a favourable legal framework and reform of administrative 
system, but also to bravely break the outdated ways of thinking 
and economic system of the Soviet times with a vision. Tajikistan, 
as other postsoviet countries, should have transformed from an 
economic and social system, which had to collapse, into a new 
way of relations, which more met the new economic and social 
demands of humankind.

The process of transition into a new economic and social 
system in Tajikistan, in comparison to other countries, was much 
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more difficult. The country’s collapsed economy has lost all tools of 
internal and external relations and required to undertake immediate 
measures in order to create a framework for establishment of new 
economic relations. Power and will was needed to resolve all of 
the urgent economic issues related to its prospect and concept of 
overall development of the country within that complicated and 
tense political and social situation. Emomali Rahmon undertook 
this initiative bravely and with a deep analysis of shortterm and 
longterm goals for the transformation in the economy’s system 
and economic understanding of people. 

At the beginning of the independence, when ensuring peace and 
national security, returning refugees to the country were priority 
tasks, the country’s President used to pay a regular attention to 
the resolving the issues related to development of the country’s 
economy, undertaking specific measures to promote welfare of 
population and to overcome the difficulties related to supply of 
people with wheat. The President of the Republic of Tajikistan, 
having recognized the economy as the main factor of the development 
of the country and society, has identified the ways of development 
of the country’s economic and its different sectors from the first 
days of his activity. Before the overall economic reform, the Head 
of the State, has made efforts to gradually transfer the country’s 
economy into a market-based one, has started implementing a 
constructive initiative on the agricultural, financial and banking 
system reform, use of minerals, encouragement of highly qualified 
specialists, social welfare of population, especially the poor people. 
By the guidance of Emomali Rahmon, the “Economic Reform 
Program of Tajikistan” was developed and was adopted at the 
meeting of the Parliament of the Republic of Tajikistan in 1995. 
This Program, which has given a start for the economic reform 
in Tajikistan, was responding to the requirements of the market-
based economy and this was the reason the international financial 
institutions supported it. The implementation of this Program 
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made it possible to start reform in all spheres of the economy and 
to introduce new qualitative changes in individual sectors.

The core idea of this Program was to transfer to market-
based economy. First and foremost legal and regulatory 
framework was established to transfer to the market-based 
economy. The most influential and constructive initiative in this 
process was the privatization of governmental property, which 
made it possible for creation and appearance of different types of 
property and production. This forward-looking solution enabled 
to establish private farms, businesses, small and big enterprises 
and has strengthened free and favorable economic competition 
as an important factor for acceleration of reform. The President’s 
Concept of economic reform first of all aimed to establish the 
national economy and to boost market relations. Having focused 
on the tasks of the economic reform to be implemented at that 
stage, Emomali Rahmon has written in the Introduction of his 
third book of “Tajikistan in the mirror of history” the following: 
“The priority task was to undertake economic reforms, to change 
the type of property and to improve the centralized production 
and management system of the Soviet period, which used to limit 
the opportunities of all society members and made everybody 
dependent on the one-sided system of executive government”. 

In fact, the Soviet economic system, the foundation of which 
was based on the administered and planned style and dominance 
of the state property, despite certain achievements used to strict 
the humankind to social and economic limitations. This system 
was not able to ensure agreement and balance between different 
social interests and natural features of the humankind. There was 
no chance for the wish of humanbeing for creativity and economic 
freedom to be implemented out of the framework of the planned 
economy style. 

National economy development required implementation of 
fundamental reforms, legalization of various forms of property, 
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including, private one and finally breaking out the economic 
barriers posed by the Soviet system. To achieve this goal we were 
to change and improve mentality of the society and remove all 
framework mental obstacles. The Government of the Republic 
of Tajikistan decided to choose the way that had been used so 
far by the developed countries. Firstly, ensuring that people are 
interested in the result of their work being based on the provisions 
of the Constitution; secondly, recognizing every citizen as full-right 
owner of water and land and efficiently enjoying these rights and 
freedoms; thirdly, providing ground for a new public economic 
mentality. Economic reforms going up through first stages and 
partial implementation have entered into a new development level in 
the new millennium that during the Address made by the President 
to the Majlisi Oli in 2007 was outlined as “ensuring sustainability 
of socio-economic development of the country through enhancing 
modern and competitive market”. 

Fundamental changes in agricultural structure have been 
considered as a priority within the National Economy Reforms 
Strategy. The head of state described the sense of that stage of 
the economic reforms and made special emphasis of a range 
of measures that had been implemented therein: “Agricultural 
reforms used to be the first stage of economic reforms and that 
was implemented through providing free lands to farmers and 
agricultural farms. Liberalization of prices in consumers market, 
giving freedom to farmers in terms of production and sales, 
noninterference in internal affairs of private farming, attraction 
of lax credits, grants, micro-credits and foreign investments has 
made certain contribution to development in agriculture and 
entrepreneurship”. 

A new economic system was introduced that was further 
boosted through privatization and growing private establishments 
have become a new kind of economic units. To give a fresh impetus 
to the process of privatization in November 2003 the Government 
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of the Republic of Tajikistan developed and adopted “the 
Strategic Plan for Privatization of medium and large enterprises, 
restructuring natural monopolies and serious enterprises for 2003 
- 2012” and this important and critical act has triggered a new 
stage in economic reforms and privatization in Tajikistan. 424 
state-owned enterprises from total 459 have gone private within 
the first stage of the aforesaid Plan as of January 1, 2010. In 
general, more than 10 thousand small establishments as well as 1.3 
thousand medium and large ones have gone private since 1991 up 
to now that could be considered as an illustration of sustainable 
and efficient implementation of the Program for privatization and 
establishment of a new economic system. 

Along with privatization of the state-owned assets and getting 
the right for disposition the Tajik people has also obtained the 
right to start enjoying opportunities for rational and efficient use 
of enterprises, jobs as well as to have impact on national economy. 
Privatization has laid ground for economic projects of the state to 
become national and public. Implementation of the Plan being a 
powerful mean for formation and development of a new economic 
system has topped the Governmental agenda and with people 
of the country being engaged in implementation of reforms has 
provided grounds for national economic security. 

Privatization being a key condition for shift into market 
relations society and the first stage of nation-wide state economic 
projects has been implemented under Governmental programs 
and plans, official and legal acts as well as with social justice 
being complied with and economic outcomes being taken into 
consideration. Privatization that provided for giving state-owned 
assets to people and citizens under the Governmental programs 
led to diversified economy, free and independent business, trade 
and manufacturing. Acceleration of the process as regarding small 
establishments has become a key development factor for small and 
medium business as well as managing with the balance on local 
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consuming markets throughout Tajikistan. As an outcome, within 
a short period of time, the paralyzed state economy has started 
moving on, economic sustainability has been ensured, and living 
standards improved, poverty reduced and state budget increased. 

Progress in private sector of economy has led to significant 
progress in job creation in the country. Thus, people engagement 
in private sector rate amounted 43.1% in 2000 compared to 19% 
in 1991. More than 1 million new jobs have been created in the 
country over the past 10 years that made positive impact on poverty 
reduction and domestic labor force engagement in development 
of national economy. Private establishment started gradually 
contributing to enhancement of the national manufacturing 
potential and strengthening economic grounds of the state. 

The major condition to maintain market society is to ensure 
that markets are based on goods and services price policy and 
factors that comply with supply and demand. In this regard, the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan step-by-step has started, 
namely in the market of articles of primary necessity, giving price 
policy freedom that at the same time was accompanied with 
measures aimed at social care and preventing negative consequences 
of increase in prices. Free price policy, particularly, in the market of 
articles of primary necessity, led to healthy economic competition 
and better meeting demand in the consumer market as well as 
significantly contributed to business development, especially, 
small one. 

Giving consideration to the role and place that private 
business has in the new economic system as well as enhancement 
of instructive norms of market society in the national economy 
the Government of Tajikistan has always been paying priority 
attention to development of entrepreneurship, namely small and 
medium ones. 

A detailed program was presented back in 2001 during the 
speech made by the President Emomali Rahmon at his meeting 



83

with representatives of business group that used to run as follows: 
“Private establishments are active almost in all sectors of the 
national economy. It means, entrepreneurship has become part 
and parcel of the Tajik economy. Our state that has chosen market 
society pays priority attention to business development and 
strengthening their position”. 

The Government of the country has provided freedom 
and favorable environment for sustainable entrepreneurship 
development by improving business legislation, providing 
overall support and protection for business, eliminating artificial 
administrative barriers, simplifying administrative procedures 
that exist for business, reducing income tax and value added tax 
correspondingly from 18% to 25% and from 25% to 15% as well as 
providing some other benefits. 

The President’s meeting with business groups with major 
business challenges, namely tasks for state bodies on support for 
entrepreneurship being focused on and determined took place in 
December 2007. The president made special emphasizes of key 
business development factors and stated that removing artificial 
impediments and simplification of the state registration procedures 
conducted by tax authorities were of critical and urgent importance 
therein. 

Support for business has been gradually developed as a 
priority in state economic policy since mid 90s as well as favorable 
legal framework and financial environment has been enhanced 
for private economic activity over the period. The Decree of the 
President “On support for small entrepreneurship in the Republic 
of Tajikistan” was signed back in April 8, 1996 with the “State 
Program on support for small entrepreneurship” being developed 
and adopted on its basis that provided for:

Establishment of small entrepreneurship development and 
support infrastructure at the national and local levels;

Engagement of vulnerable groups of people in 
entrepreneurship;
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Providing small entrepreneurs with backlogs;

 Increasing the share of entrepreneurship among other people 
as well as strengthening their role is an efficient mean aimed to reduce 
poverty as well as enhance peace and social stability. Therefore, 
the Government has taken concrete measures, including providing 
lax credits to enhance financial ground for entrepreneurs. 

Meetings held by the President with the business groups and 
incentives provided to business, namely, the two-year moratorium 
for business audits that was implemented under the Presidential 
Decree from July 25, 2008 was of key importance in efficient 
establishment and development of private enterprises, enhancement 
of new market society and living standards improvement. 

More and more lending institutions were established 
in far mountain districts of the country in order to ensure 
entrepreneurship development in the country, namely support 
for small and medium business that indeed is a powerful mean 
in formation of a new economic system and the amount of loans 
issued by such credit institutions has been increased year by year 
along with loans issued by the banks of the country. As of the end 
of 2010 there were 130 lending institutions, including 14 banks, 
2 non-bank lending institution, 1 non-bank financial institution, 
35 small deposit and credit organizations, 42 small credit 
organizations and 44 small credit funds. Increase in number of 
lending institutions and their branches have significantly improved 
credit resources availability for peoples. Access to such lax credits 
has promoted business, particularly, for home ones among women 
in rural places, livestock sector, and gardening as well as made a 
worthy contribution to improving living standards. Loans at total 
amount of 5.3 billion have been issued in 2010 by the banks that 
provided ground for economic activity even in remote districts of 
the country. Thus independence and economic freedoms being a 
key creative factor in the society have been strengthened, enhanced 
and become profitable for state budget as well as fundamental 
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changes came out in economic system and social mentality of the 
people. Economic development in Tajikistan directly depends on 
implementation of international programs on differentiation of 
labor both through development of foreign economic relations 
and joining the integration processes. Tajikistan has established 
economic relations with 95 countries all over the world and foreign 
investments as an outcome of such cooperation is being attracted 
to the national economy that led to increase in number of joint 
ventures. The Presidential Decree on the “Liberalization of the 
Foreign Trade in the Republic of Tajikistan” dated from June 
27, 1995 has become an official act in the economic policy of the 
state and highlighted prospects for foreign economic relations of 
the country. Conducting Open Doors policy in foreign economic 
and trade relations has opened up new opportunities to increase 
foreign investments in national economy and get positive impact 
made by foreign economic policy on national economy. 

Strengthening foreign economic activities has also contributed 
to increase in foreign trade turnover of Tajikistan. The foreign 
trade amounted 3 847.0 million USD that is 2 780.0 million USD 
more compared to 1996. About 250 thousand tons of fruits and 
vegetables only were exported in 2010 that is 30% more compared 
to 2009. Export of fresh and dried fruits amounted 262 tons that 
can be considered as a breaking figure for Tajikistan. 

There is still abundant potential that the country has in 
increasing of this agricultural production export potential. 
Agricultural output is mainly exported to Russia, Ukraine, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, China, Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
a number of other countries all over the world. Tajikistan exports 
its production mainly to China, Turkey, Russia, Iran, Afghanistan, 
Italy, Pakistan and Latvia and imports from Russia, Kazakhstan, 
China, Iran, the US, the UAE, Lithuania, Turkey, Azerbaijan, 
and Kyrgyzstan. Tajikistan has opened up its trade missions in 
23 foreign countries and they make their worthy contribution to 
further increasing the country’s export potential. 
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More than 300 joint ventures have been established in the 
country within economic reform so far. Special emphasis should 
be made on the Tajik-British “Zarafshon” and “Darvoz” joint 
ventures that were established to work in gold mining and the 
first one has been reestablished into Tajik-Chinese joint venture. 
The Tajik – Korean “Tajikistan - Textile” that deals with cotton 
processing and production of jeans, the Tajik – American “Obi 
Zulol”, the Tajik-Chinese “Rishta” Joint Venture, Tajik-Italian 
“Abreshim” and “Javoni” as well as the “Kulob-Textile” Joint 
Venture are among first and most outstanding joint ventures 
and majority of these ventures are currently active. We have 
established joint ventures with Iran, namely the “Tojiron” and 
“Khujand - Niku” that are engaged in cotton processing and used 
to increase economic potential of the country. It is expected that 
Iran and Tajikistan will set up new economic cooperation through 
establishing cement production. New modern joint establishments 
with domestic and foreign investments being engaged in have 
come out over the past years and they are expected to lead 
competitive production for local and foreign markets. To ensure 
development in light industry of the country we plan to set up 
new joint cotton processing, spinning production and clothes 
manufacturing ventures that would be equipped with cutting-
edge technologies. Certain steps have already been taken herein 
and modern technologies introduced in the Tajik Aluminum 
Plant - the largest plant of the country is a bright example of the 
aforesaid. Such approach has created favorable conditions for 
overall utilization of the manufacturing potential, quality upgrade 
and production increase. It is notable that the mentioned plant 
is of vital importance for the national economy as it makes up to 
41% of the national industrial production. In this regard, ahead 
of the Navruz celebration in 2011 the “Olim Textiles” mill with 
cutting edge technologies being introduced and investments from 
the EuroAsian Development Bank being attracted as well as the 
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2nd and the 3rd stage of the newly equipped and modern hosiery 
mill with annual capacity of 7 million half-hose has been put in 
commission correspondingly in Maschoh and Zafarobod districts 
of the Sogd region. 

Exploration works have been already launched in Sarikamish 
and Sargazon gas and oil deposits with the Russian Gazprom 
Company and modern technologies and techniques being 
engaged. According to experts, gas and oils resources from the 
aforementioned deposits could ensure supply for local industrial 
establishments and population during the coming 50 years. 
Exploration and processing is also underway in Khoja Sartez gas 
deposit with foreign specialists being engaged. 

Foreign investments have efficiently and positively influenced 
various sectors of national economy, including industry and 
agriculture as well as provided favorable conditions for free 
economic zones. Free economic zones have been pointed out as a 
successful experience of the foreign countries during the address 
made by the President to the Majlisi Oli in 2007 and the President 
considered them as of vital importance in attracting investments. 
Instruction on two free economic zones, namely Sugd and Panj 
ones were made in this regard, thus the aforesaid free economic 
zones started working in 2008.

Taking into account increase in foreign investments certain 
measures were made by the Government of the Republic of 
Tajikistan together with the supreme legislative body of the 
country to join respective international acts on protection of rights 
of foreign investors. Namely, to improve investment climate we 
have succeeded to adopt a number of laws, namely the Law “On 
making changes and amendments to the Law “On Joint Stocks 
Companies”; the Law making changes and amendments to the Law 
“On Bankruptcy”; the Law on making changes and amendments 
to the Law “On state registration of legal persons and individual 
entrepreneurs”. Adoption of the aforesaid laws in compliance 
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with the international legal norms has opened up a new stage in 
business.

To ensure sustainable economic development, improve living 
standards and strengthen social protection back in June 21, 2001 
the Government adopted the Resolution “On development of the 
Economic Development Program of Tajikistan” for up to 2015 
and under the Program the Ministry of Economy and Trade along 
with certain other corresponding ministries and agencies as well as 
local authorities were obliged to take into account demographic 
and economic situation, Tajikistan transition to market society and 
upgrade in economic structure and thus to develop and implement 
the Program. The aforesaid program was developed within 3 years 
and launched in March 1, 2004. The aforementioned program on 
economic reforms led to fundamental changes in tax and budget, 
financial and credit systems, as well as foreign loans regulations 
and structural reconstruction of economy. 

Macroeconomic policy and continued financial development 
have become sustainable over the past years, the GDP has grown 
and inflation rate has decreased. 

Development and implementation of the program of financial 
support for priority and aimed projects contributed to further 
sustainable economic development and was enhanced being based 
on state investment programs. 

New economic relations have eliminated various factors 
regarding individual and public initiative as well as along with 
ensuring sustainable development of national economy and 
improving living standards have also provided grounds for 
continued increase of the state budget.

The state budget including state investment program 
amounted 6.5 billion Somoni in 2010 compared to 2.2 billion in 
2006, 1.6 billion in 2005 and 600 million in 2001. The state budget 
for 2011 is expected at 8 billion and 292 million Somoni. Such 
an increase in the amount of the state budget is an illustration of 
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successful implementation of economic reforms and the National 
Development Strategy’s goals that provided favorable conditions 
to ensure socio-economic stabilization and brought new economic 
institutions. 

Since the very first days of his staying in office the head of 
state has considered social challenges as a priority of his policy 
and carried out certain and fruitful measures and that is expressed 
in continued increase of the state budget. In this regard and 
since 2001 the Government has increased funds allocated for 
social sectors, namely education, public health, social protection, 
improvement of living standards through increase of salaries for 
public employees, pensions, scholarships and support provided for 
vulnerable families taking into account compensations and social 
payments. 

In 2001, the President has proposed to consider the Poverty 
Reduction Strategy based on fair distribution of the economic 
progress achievements and improving living standards for various 
groups of people as well as identified its four major pillars that 
altogether became the backbone of the Poverty Reduction 
Strategy:

Coordination of rapid economic development and social 
distribution of economic incomes;

Efficient proposals on social services;

Support for vulnerable groups;

Efficient management and security enhancement.

Practical implementation of the Poverty Reduction Strategy 
was of outstanding importance in achieving major goals of the 
Strategy that has become an Act on the prospects of peaceful life of 
the Tajik people. Moreover, Tajikistan is the first country among 
82 developing countries that to achieve MDGs under support 
provided by the UN has adopted the National Development 
Strategy for 2007-2020 as well as started its implementation 

A  C L E A R  P A T H



W O R L D  -  K N O W N  T A J I K            90

through coordination of economic and social aspects in the 
countries. The major and final goal of the National Program is to 
create a transparent public management system, civil society and 
ensure further sustainable development of the national economy. 
Moreover, it is expected that foreign investments at the amount 
of 41.6 billion Somoni (13 billion USD) will be attracted in the 
next 9 years that will be of great importance in strengthening and 
enhancing economic potential of the country and its institutions.

Efficient implementation of the National Development 
Strategy that also includes certain sources and capacities of the 
national economy provides opportunity to increase the GDP per 
capita with the view to the population growth up to 3000 Somoni 
by 2020. 

We have achieved critical progress due to efficient 
implementation of the “Poverty Reduction Strategy”, “Public 
Social Protection Concept” and “National Development Strategy”. 
According to the survey carried out by the Government jointly 
with independent institutions the poverty rate was decreased to 
53% in 2007 from 73 in 2003 and the decrease continued in 2008 
and 2009 thus the poverty rate reached 50%. As the outcome of the 
efforts 1 million people were brought out of the poverty. 

Herein we have to mention two critical resolutions adopted 
by the President, namely “On allocation of 50 thousand hectares 
to set up individual agricultural farms” dated from September 
9, 1995 and “On allocation of additional land spots” dated from 
December 1, 1997 that provided for allocation of additional 25 
thousand hectares that both were of vital importance in getting 
more positive agricultural outcomes and ensuring jobs for people 
from rural places given the transition period that was underway in 
the country. 

The governmental policy on employment being of critical 
importance in achieving social goals and being based on the Law 
“On Contribution to employment” urged us to work out a long-
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term employment program and relevant concept. The program that 
was developed with the view to existing capacities and prospects 
for national economic development as well as country’s integration 
to the global economy is of vital importance in implementing the 
Poverty Reduction Strategy. In this regard, certain measures were 
taken within the “Tajik Labor Migration Program” regarding the 
labor migration, social protection and protection of rights of Tajik 
labor migrants that have to work abroad. Agreement on labor 
migration that was signed between the Republic of Tajikistan 
and the Russian Federation can be considered as an outcome of 
the aforesaid program and it provides required conditions and 
opportunities for nationals of both countries in terms of legal 
regulation. 

Securing public health is also considered as one of important 
and strategic goals of the state, and in order to make major 
achievements in this field the Government of the Republic of 
Tajikistan has adopted a number of state documents and programs 
which are intended for the public health of mothers, children, needy 
population and all Tajik people. State programs on the prevention 
of anemia, fight against tuberculosis, prevention of diabetes, fever 
and malaria and suchlike; adoption of Law of the Republic of 
Tajikistan “About family medicine” will provide the country with 
new world systems of medical care.

Level of knowledge and economical culture of society occupies 
a special place in adoption of programs on social development of 
Tajik people. The President of the country, with great concern 
mentioning the culture of economy, many times put a question 
of rites and traditions regulation during his meetings with people. 
Head of the country, deeply analyzing different sides of rites and 
traditions, which took place with great spending for the past 
years, has concluded that “until we streamline rites, traditions, 
national and religious ceremonies and remove people’s vain and 
unnecessary spending, we can’t achieve significant results in the 
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question of poverty diminution only by adopting state programs.” 
The result of this was adoption of Law “About regulation of 
traditions, ceremonies and rites”, which has not only liberated 
people from unnecessary expenses, but also changed their thinking 
and tradition, laying the groundwork for culture of economy.

In the course of radical economical changes, reforming of 
bank system and establishing the bases of market economy gained 
great importance. As a result of bank reforms of the republic, two-
level bank system has grown and the independence of National 
Bank became argued by Tajik Constitution. The issue of national 
currency, Somoni, being also a logical result of economical 
reconstruction, became recognized as a currency having strong 
value among the currencies of other CIS countries. The Head 
of the country, Emomali Rahmon, has considered Tajikistan’s 
attainment of national currency as a sacred value of the Times of 
Independence and compared this achievement to National Emblem 
and National Anthem of Tajikistan.

Radical economical changes, revival of banking system and 
integrated system of finance and credit, development of appropriate 
legal and economical space for the improvement of business and 
individual activity of citizens made possible Tajikistan’s versatile 
collaboration with world banks and foundations.

In this respect, admission of the Republic of Tajikistan into 
the membership of International Monetary Fund is considered as a 
very important achievement. This influential international finance 
organization, whose primary goal is aid to developing countries 
and removal of the consequences of political and social crises, 
has allocated 238.5 million US dollars, including 30.0 million US 
dollars in the years of 1996-1998, 143.3 million US dollars in the 
years of 1998-2006 and until now 65.3 million US dollars as long-
term credits to provide aid for the Economical program of the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan. The World Bank has 
assigned 520.0 million US dollars in order to provide assistance 
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to the programs concerning the reformation of infrastructure, 
energetics, public health, education, agriculture and social fields, 
which has played a significant role in the formation of new 
economical system.

During 20 years of its activity, banking system of 
Tajikistan achieved considerable results in the cooperation with 
other international finance organizations, including Islamic 
Development Bank, Asian Development Bank and European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development. These foundations 
made relative contribution to the assisting small and medium 
businessmen, developing fields of education, public health, 
transportation, energetics (improvement and renewal of electrical 
networks) and irrigation. Moreover, mutually advantageous 
cooperation with the countries of the Gulf, including Saudi Fund 
for Development, Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development 
has increased and provided great assistance in the adoption of 
various projects of highway construction and investment in small 
and medium enterprises.

On the basis of the reconstruction of country’s banking system, 
according to the needs of market economy, legal bases of banks 
and bank activity were improved. The reconstruction of banking 
system conformed mechanisms of country’s finance and credit 
policy to world standards, and the evidence to this is permanent 
growth of creditworthiness of the banks of the country.

Only in 2010 Tajik banks have issued credit to the different 
fields of economy at the rate of 5.3 billion somoni, which is 25.6 
percent greater than the one of 2009. Long-term credits, being 
a part of these credits, were 3.6 percent greater than the ones of 
2009. Concerning the principal fields of economy, banks’ credit 
operations have been multiplied up 2.5 times in industry, 1.7 times 
in agriculture and 16 times in building field. The increasing of 
soft loans for the implementation of economical programs and 
improvement in financial condition of the people made a valuable 
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contribution to the target development of economical powers of 
the country.

Regulation of normal rate of inflation, value of national 
currency, consolidation of the condition of banks’ and financial 
organizations, including the increase of their capital and founding 
of new types of crediting indicates that financial and credit policy 
of the country is developing and country’s economics is in its way 
to achieve better results.

In 2010, grand total of credit supplied for the entrepreneurship 
totaled 1 billion 83 million somoni, which is 34 percent greater 
than the one of 2009.

The founding of great enterprises in certain fields of economics 
is also considered as principal means of increase in production 
capacities of the country. For example, within 20 years, 125 new 
hardware-production enterprises were put in commission, which is 
roughly 46 million somoni greater than the one of 2009, and make 
up more than 115 percent increase. In the field of light industry 25 
new firms were created. These enterprises, being occupied in the 
processing of local raw materials, provided nearly 7 thousand new 
jobs.

The development of market economics bases has a close link 
with the founding of stable and accurate tax and budget policy. 
The activity of the Government of the Republic is improving 
simultaneously with state tax policy, which plays an important 
role in the provision of proper possibilities for private business 
development, involvement of capital, normative legal bases of tax-
paying parties and taxation and custom authorities. Support of 
tax policy is a real factor of the increase of state budget. Gradual 
growth of salary of government employees is one of bright results 
of the adoption of state tax policy. Tax problems, removal of 
contradictions in taxation system, permanent and stable tax 
proceeds, simplification of taxation system, reforming taxation 
authorities’ routine and improvement of fair taxation are objects of 
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attention of the Government and the Head of the country, resulting 
in permanent growth of profit in state budget, propagation of 
entrepreneurial and productive activity and greater involvement 
of foreign investment.

On the basis of profound analysis of today’s situation, 
prospects of national economics and economical possibilities of 
the country, the President of the country gave preference to three 
problems: energy independence, liberation from communication 
crisis and security of the food of the country. These three directions, 
which are considered as principal directions of national economy 
development, were centralized in the planning of the Government 
of the country.

Large-scale planning and construction of small and wide scope 
hydro-electric enterprises, which are able to considerably increase 
the economical power and assets of Tajikistan, is put into action 
step by step. If in 2008 Tajikistan had total number of 94 small 
hydropower stations, in 2011 this number has reached 241. This 
is evidence to the successful implementation of state programs. 
At present, “State long-term program on founding a number of 
small hydropower stations within the years 2009-2020” is in effect. 
According to this program, until 2020 more than 190 new power 
stations are going to be built.

Under investment contract with Russian companies, 
Sangtuda-1 hydropower station was built and put into commission. 
Nowadays, in cooperation with the companies of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, the construction of Sangtuda-2 power station 
is in progress and it is expected that its first unit will be put into 
commission until the 20th anniversary of the Independence of the 
Republic of Tajikistan. The construction of the greatest power 
station – Roghun hydroelectric power station, which had started 
by the Government of Tajikistan in 2008, is in fast progress. 
Roghun hydroelectric power station has estimated capacity of 3600 
megawatts, consists of six units, has a dam of 335 meters height, 
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volume of impounded water body of 13.3 cubic kilometers and 
conservation zone of 10.3 cubic kilometers, annual electricity yield 
of more than 13.0 billion kilowatt-hours, volume of dam material 
of 71 million cubic meters and total concrete volume of 2.5 million 
cubic meters. According to international specialists’ viewpoint on 
the technical plan of its construction, the way of Tajikistan, being 
purposeful in this direction, is not only to the good of our country, 
but also the majority of neighboring countries. This problem 
was also examined during the visit of the UN Secretary-General, 
Ban Ki-moon to Tajikistan and his meeting with the President 
of Tajikistan. During that meeting, energetic disadvantages of 
Tajikistan have been considered as well. In judgment of Emomali 
Rahmon, all warnings about the jeopardy of hydro-energy plans 
of Tajikistan are baseless. Concerning this subject, the Head of the 
country had said: “Tajikistan always takes into consideration the 
interests of neighboring countries, and our plans are not against 
these interests. On the contrary, with the implementation of these 
projects we can not only provide the region with cheap and green 
electricity, but also improve the condition of water accessibility, 
because hydroelectrical facilities decrease the amount of gas 
discharged into atmosphere, thus making Roghun power station 
consonant with Copenhagen protocol. In the situation when the 
world community is seriously concerned about the carbon discharge 
into atmosphere practical implementation of programs which 
use renewable energy fields, including hydropower engineering, 
benefits not only the region but the rest of the world as well. All 
international organizations, including financial ones, should take 
this point into consideration and try to put it into action.”

The UN Secretary-General, as a head of the most authoritative 
international organization, expresses the readiness of world 
community for the end of this significant construction: “We clearly 
understand the importance of building Roghun power station for 
Tajikistan and are ready to scrutinize this problem. The people 
must have enough accessibility of electricity.”
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Р О Њ Е  Р А В Ш А Н У  П А Й Д О

Address by the President of the Republic of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon from the high tribune 
of the 60th session of the United Nations General Assembly

September 19, 2005, New York

Emomali Rahmon presides at the United Nations General Assembly
September 30, 1999, New York
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President of the Republic of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon with the President of the 
European Parliament Jerzy Buzek
June 6, 2011, Strasbourg

Emomali Rahmon with the President of the European Commission Jose Manuel Barroso 
February 10, 2009, Brussels
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Р О Њ Е  Р А В Ш А Н У  П А Й Д О

Emomali Rahmon among the heads of states of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization

Emomali Rahmon at the summits of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
December 5, 1994, Budapest



100

Emomali Rahmon at the Organization of the Islamic Conference Summit
December 7, 2005, Mecca

Emomali Rahmon with the King of Saudi Arabia Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud
December 7, 2005, Mecca
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Emomali Rahmon at UNESCO
October 10, 2005, France

Speech of Emomali Rahmon at the sepulcher of Mevlana Jalaluddini Balkhi
January 20, 2006, Konya
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Emomali Rahmon with Rustami Emomali
August 30, 2008, Dushanbe
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Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit in Dushanbe

Emomali Rahmon among the heads of states of Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
in Varzob residence 
August 30, 2008, Varzo
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Emomali Rahmon with Rustami Emomali
August 30, 2008, Dushanbe

Trilateral meeting of the Presidents of the Republic of Tajikistan, the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
July 30, 2009, Varzob

Trilateral meetings of the Presidents of Tajikistan, Afghanistan and Iran
September 1, 2008, Dushanbe
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Trilateral meeting of the Presidents of the Republic of Tajikistan, the Islamic Republic 
of Afghanistan and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

December 7, 2005, Mecca

Presidents of the Republic of Tajikistan, - Emomali Rahmon, the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan, - Hamid Karzai, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, - Asif Ali Zardari and the 
Russian Federation, - Dmitry Medvedev  July 30, 2009, Dushanbe
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Emomali Rahmon with the President of the Russian Federation 
Vladimir Putin 

October 4, 2004, Dushanbe

Emomali Rahmon with the President of the Russian Federation Dmitry Medvedev
August 30, 2008, Dushanbe
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Emomali Rahmon with the President of the United States of America Barack Obama and his spouse
September 25, 2009, New York            

Emomali Rahmon and the Secretary of State of the United States of America Hillary Clinton
September 25, 2009, New York
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Meeting of Emomali Rahmon with the Emperor of Japan Akihito
December 3, 2007, Tokyo

Emomali Rahmon with the President of the People’s Republic of China Hu Jintao
August 27, 2008, Dushanbe
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Emomali Rahmon meets the President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan Farooq Ahmad Khan 
Leghari and the Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan Benazir Bhutto 
March 29, 1994, Islamabad

President of the Republic of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon with the Prime Minister of India 
Manmohan Singh

August 26, 2006, Delhi
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Emomali Rahmon 
with the President of 
France Jacques Chirac
October 11, 2005, Paris

Emomali Rahmon with 
the Prime Minister of 
Great Britain Tony 
Blair
June 29, 2004, Istanbul

Emomali Rahmon 
with the Federal 
Chancellor of 
Germany Gerhard 
Shreder 
March 27, 2003, Berlin
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Emomali Rahmon with 
the President of the Czech 

Republic Vaclav Klaus
October 8, 2004, Prague

Emomali Rahmon with 
the Prime Minister of 

the Kingdom of Belgium 
Herman Van Rompuy
May 31, 2009 Dushanbe

Meeting of the President of 
the Republic of Tajikistan 

Emomali Rahmon with the 
Grand Duke of Luxembourg 

Henri Albert Gabriel Felix 
Marie   

June 9, 2011, Luxembourg
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Official visit of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon to Hungary
June 10, 2011, Budapest

Meeting of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon with the President of the 
Republic of Austria Heinz Fischer
June 7, 2011, Vienna
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Concerning the foundation of uniform energy system of 
the country and its export to the regional countries, alongside 
with the construction of power stations, the establishment of the 
infrastructure of electric power transmission is given a special 
attention. The completion of 220-kilowatt “Lolazor-Khatlon” 
and 500-kilowatt “South-North” power lines, whose construction 
was worth of 550 million somoni, was a great gift for the process 
of energy security in Tajikistan. The conclusion of this high-
voltage line removed the dependence of the majority of Tajik 
people from the electricity of neighboring countries. At the same 
time, in collaboration with international finance organizations, 
the implementation of the construction project of Roghun-
Kabul-Herat-Mashhad and Roghun-Kabul-Islamabad power 
transmission lines has been initiated. The completion of these works 
will not only raise the authority of Tajikistan as an electricity-
provider among the countries of Central Asia and Middle East, 
but will also become a key source of national income.

At present, 13 investment projects in the field of energy are 
being implemented with the attraction of state and foreign capital, 
whose total amount is 3 billion 720 million somoni.

At the same time, taking into consideration republic’s rich 
coal deposits which make up 4.5 billion tons, the preparation of 
investment projects on the construction of coal-fired power plants 
is in progress. Appreciation of these internal possibilities of the 
country can speed up the establishment of energy development 
and energy independence of Tajikistan as well.

Search and finding of different ways of achieving energy 
independence of the country is in great scope progress, with 
use of all country’s internal possibilities, with the attraction of 
foreign entrepreneurs and their capital, with reliance on stout 
power of the people who had shown their ability to solve the 
energy challenges, most of all by the beginning the construction 
of Roghun hydroelectric power station. The new time – a time 
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for creating independent electric-power transmission networks 
with the outside of the country has started. This time will benefit 
the achievements of Tajikistan in the direction of economics and 
production capacities of the country.

Another problem which occupies a special place as a strategic 
goal of country’s development is definitive liberation from 
communication crisis. This decisive step in the way of creating 
connections between Tajikistan and the rest of the world reminds 
us of historical deeds of Tajiks who established their economical 
and cultural exchange between East and West through the Silk 
Road. The founding of new road network in order to develop 
the connections of the country with today’s ground, water and 
air meins which are increasing very rapidly, and with taking into 
consideration the geopolitical place has a great importance in 
reconstruction and main tendencies of national economics.

The Kulob-Khorog-Kulma-Karokurum highway, Dushanbe-
Khujand-Chanak trunk road, Independence tunnel in Anzob 
passing, four bridges at the Tajik-Afghan border, renewal of 
Dushanbe-Kurghan-Tyube-Kulob road and Dushanbe-Nurobod-
Jirgatol-Saritosh trunk road and a number of other activities taken 
on this subject have satisfied year-round communicational needs 
of various parts of the country. Alongside with strengthening 
the bases of national unity these actions have gained general 
economical profits. 

The construction of Shahriston and Chormaghzak tunnels, 
which is about to end, adoption of three new projects – construction 
of Kulob-Kal’ai Khumb and Shoghun-Zighar (3rd phase) 
highways, renewal of Dushanbe-Tursunzoda highway to the total 
amount of more than 4.5 billion somoni, and other measures will 
strengthen country’s fruitful relations with foreign markets.

On the basis of renewal and construction of new railway rings 
inside the country and the perspective of access to seaports of 
Iran and Pakistan, the government of the country has started to 
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adopt a number of projects under the direction of the Head of the 
country. For example, construction plan of the China-Kyrgyzstan-
Afghanistan-Iran railway, which was included in state program, 
has a great significance in the process of new world integration.

The problem of provision of the country drew a special 
attention in the planning of the Government of the Republic on 
the matter of fruitful development of economical reconstruction. 
The protection of country’s food security, being a strategic goal 
of the Government, depends on farming industry and the level of 
its development. Self-reliance of collective farms, land reforms, 
development of new types of agriculture and new industrial 
relations in the field of agriculture, different and effective ways of 
supporting collective farms, adoption of 13 state field programs, 
creation of apropriate bases for the activity of sole traders in 
the agricultural field and other efficient measures provided the 
increased turnover of domestic consumer market and decrease of 
people’s food dependence.

In 2010, overall scope of farm product in all fields of agriculture 
reached 9.4 billion somoni, which is 6.8 percent greater than the one 
of 2009. This betterment is evidence of the increase in agricultural 
production and the improvement of people’s financial conditions. 
Every year new agricultural factories open and send their products 
to the global market. Only over three past years more than 50 new 
farm enterprises were put in commission. Their activity played 
a principal role in the economic growth of agricultural field and 
favored the price cut in home market.

As a result of program adoptions and financial support of 
the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan, in 2009 the grain 
production has reached 1.3 million tons for the first time. In 
2010 the volume of output of fresh and dried fruit reached 262 
thousand tons, which is the highest result for Tajikistan. The 
country’s potential in the increasing of this type of product is still 
very ample.
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In state agricultural policy with respect to the protection of 
consumer market of the country from bad influence of external 
factors and preservation from increase in prices of foodstuff, 
rational use of land and increase of its fertility, thereby achieving 
the increase of production volume of own food, made good 
progress in the implementation of the food protection program.
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DETERMINING MESSAGES

Real independence of every country is profoundly related to 
national self-consciousness of its people, to the development of 
national mentality, political and cultural thinking and rebirth of 
spiritual achievements of the ancestry. Emomali Rahmon’s activity 
on the subject of renewal and reconstruction of national mentality 
filled up the spiritual vacuum, appeared after the Soviet Union 
breakdown, with vital national ideas and values. In the history 
of ancient Tajik nation, national needs and goals got a principal 
place in state policy after several centuries, and became the heart of 
major political, economical and cultural processes. This tendency 
in Emomali Rahmon’s government is very profound and wide-
ranging, and many of its points have been reflected in his speeches, 
articles and researches on national history and philosophy.

In the book named “Tajiks in the mirror of history” the 
importance of President’s policy is clarified alongside with 
historical problems of Tajiks and world ups and downs. The most 
important achievement which has been reached by this wise point 
of view is that Tajiks have ranked with the pioneers who changed 
the world and set their goal to the permanent improvement of the 
world and humanity. At the same time, in their spiritual life they 
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have had considerable wealth with highest spiritual values. The 
author, masterly considering wisdom and uneasy history of Tajiks, 
has identified that spiritual and cultural essence of Tajik people 
was the aspiration of the humanity, and because of this essence 
every their action was helpful for the human.

The studies and results which were brought up by Emomali 
Rahmon on the basis of the research of super-power Ahaemanids 
state, Kushanids, Ashkoshiyon and Khuttalhoshiyon states, 
states of Sughd and Bactria, or emergence of Zoroastrians and the 
value of the Avesta, give irrefragable answers to the urgent issues 
of today’s life of humanity. From the point of view of “Tajiks in 
the mirror of history” author, the history is a guiding star which 
lightens the way of disposal and happiness.

In the book named “From Aryans to Somoniyon” the author, 
accessing national history his goal, generously looks forward to 
the future of the republic. In the chapter named “Immortal souls 
of Bactria and vivifying Vakhsh” we can read these wise and 
stirring lines: “In decrepit pages of the country’s history I look 
for pictures of the past among the wars of centuries. I want to 
put together the crumbled, to connect the disrupt roots, to learn 
something from the lessons of history by separating good from 
bad. Because the history is the humanist and fairest judge which 
weighs all the good and bag of past and today on its just balance. 
And the children of people and nation who forgot their past and 
don’t respect their present, will also reject their future by reason of 
their narrow mind.”

The attention of the President is drawn by the powerful, 
centralized states and national might, the bases of its development 
and stability from the political, economical and spiritual points 
of view. As a political figure and the Head of the country, he 
looks for the treasure which has provided the guarantee of life 
and immortality of the state. After examining the proceedings of 
Eastern and Western historians on the subject of Tajik ancestry’s 
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statehood, he has reached the results which brought the fundamental 
reconstructions in modern political thought of the Tajiks.

By words and deeds of Emomali Rahmon we can understand 
that today’s policy of Tajik Government covers the spiritual 
experience of the nation, that it is a policy which provides the way 
for the development of national natural needs. This policy, which 
is based on the historical experience of the people, became deeply 
conformed to the respect of law and personal freedom. That’s why 
the morality-based policy of the President of the country, alongside 
with the creation of space corresponding to historical and national 
aspirations and nature of Tajiks has begun and became an example 
for all the nation. Moreover, such statehood merit connected 
Tajikistan with the basic principal processes of modern world to 
the best advantage of it.

Another significant fortitude of the author is the research of 
Aryan tribes, which have opened small breaches in civil wars, initiated 
by their enemies and let the centrifugal forces to break down the 
enemy plans. Ideological opposing views and class discriminations 
which provoke internal turmoil need a power which will eliminate 
all obstacles in the nation’s way to peace, unity and integration. The 
basic idea of the book “From Aryans to Somoniyon” is that only 
real historical knowledge, spiritual national wealth and national 
shrines turn the society towards creative exploits. The reforming 
of state customs and structure and political aims of the country, 
which were created and are developing with the activity and under 
the direction of the President of the country, are closely related 
not only with the today’s world political and social processes, but 
also with the nature and moral importance of the history of Tajik 
people among all its warring parties. The principal goal of scientific 
and philosophical theories of Emomali Rahmon, appeared in his 
historical research, has deep relation to the creation of new Tajik 
statehood. That is, a conception of independent and national state 
of Tajik people in the beginning of XXI century, which is a result 
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of political activity and historical and philosophical ideas of the 
President Emomali Rahmon, is expected to bring ancient Tajik 
nation to the achievement of true happiness.

Historical education, national self-awareness, patriotism, 
national pride, appreciation of cultural wealth of the nation, 
respect and protection of historical traditions of the ancestry and 
the places of these moral values in the development of national 
statehood cover the cultural policy of the President, which has an 
aim of strengthening the world outlook and ideology of the society 
and founding of state system on the basis of national Tajik culture. 
The steps taken in this direction added a fresh page in national and 
historical consciousness of Tajiks and in their direction to spiritual 
unity. In the definition of the significance of the importance of state 
cultural policy Emomali Rahmon said to country intellectuals: 
“Knowing and respect for cultural heritage of the ancestors, 
protection and proper use of historical and cultural heritage of 
Tajik people is defined as a principal direction in cultural policy 
of the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan. Celebration of 
significant and bright historical dates, the founding of scholars, 
literary men and prominent artists is one of the major directions in 
Government’s activity in the field of culture.”

The celebration of 2700th anniversary of the Avesta and 
declaration of 2006 as the year of Aryan civilization, alongside 
with the celebration of authoritative meetings, scientific research, 
publication of written proceedings, general promotion of 
importance and achievements of Aryan civilization and its place 
and weight in the world culture took Tajik self-examination to 
the cultural spiritual beginning of them. The profoundness and 
greatness of this examination continued to answer that problem 
of “who are we, where from are we and why did we come?” and 
started a new chapter in the nationwide realization of our past 
history.

In the beginning of world nations’ spiritual life, Tajiks, 
alongside with the tribes of India, Egypt, China, Greece and Rome, 
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have made great deeds which left bright legacy in world depository 
of learning. This subject is examined Emomali Rahmon’s articles 
and his writing named “A view on Aryan history and civilization”, 
where the continuing and improving of principal goals of this 
powerful civilization in historical and moral life of Tajiks and its 
place in spiritual culture of humanity is proved on the basis of 
reliable sources. Author’s ideas and discussions have absorbed thus 
much of the idea of national unity that every line shows the love for 
Motherland and respect for its history and culture. This process of 
examination and knowledge of history, which pursued goals ofself-
consciousness and national self-awareness, created a new outlook of 
historical values and knowledge in annalistic school.

Regarding the celebration of important historical dates, the 
commemoration of 1100th anniversary of Somoniyon State was 
a symbolic event which showed a best example of the history of 
our ancestry. During the preparation for this celebration, state 
promotional authorities, alongside with the involvement of scholars 
and culture experts of the country, have revived the feeling of unity 
with historical fate of Somoniyon by presenting the peculiarities 
of their statehood, famous people of these happy times and their 
place in the civilization of the world. The issue of numerous 
academic, literary and belletristic works, exhibitions and movies, 
the founding of great scientific meetings inside and outside of the 
country had a grand significance in the knowing of gold time of 
Tajik powerful history and its place in world civilization.

In President’s articles and speeches, the lessons of history of 
the governing of Somoniyon, who had strengthened the national 
concord and national unity by protection of national aspirations 
and economical advantages of various sectors of society, are 
considered as an example of new Tajik statehood. Somoniyon’s 
activity in the development of Islamic culture was really great, but 
they pursued a policy whose goal was “removal of admiration for 
the strangers and all-round assistance in the protection of Tajik 
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language, historical and cultural memory”. On the basis of this, in 
addition to the experience of Somoniyon, the efforts of Tajiks and 
their Leader achieved a powerful historical support. Respect for 
language, culture and history, being the most substantial advantage 
of Somoniyon governing and expression of all their exploits, from 
the beginning had had a special place in political thought of the 
Head of the Country. This incomparable revival of patriotism has 
not only closely connected the past and the present, but merged the 
knowledge of brightest times of the history and great sons of the 
nations with life, morality and thought of today’s people as well as 
creating a broad way in the founding of national statehood.

We can’t speak here about all scientific, literary and art 
outcomes of this historical celebration. The only thing we can 
mention is that Somoniyon celebration and the measures taken 
on this matter have made dramatic changes in the education and 
knowledge of history. And this was a nationwide knowledge, 
whose beneficial effect on national policy and historical thought 
of society is fundamental.

Solemn ceremonies of ancient Tajik cities – 2500th anniversary 
of Istaravshan and 2700th anniversary of Kulob, which have grown 
in the cradle of Aryan civilization, are indisputable evidences of 
ancient roots of Tajik nation and its close relationship with remote 
past. Educational and administrative arrangements, progressing 
as a result of personal attention of Emomali Rahmon to foreign 
statesmen, scholars and representatives of world Farsi-speakers, 
has doubly rejuvenated these ancient cities and one more time 
spread their historical renown in modern world. As we take into 
consideration importance and achievements of these nationwide 
events from today’s viewpoint, we can clearly see that every 
such event, occupying a special place in national and historical 
consciousness of the society, has demonstrated its distinct steps in 
themselves.

It should be said that in political thinking and the measures 
taken by the President of the country always exists history and 
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historical experience of nation. Both in his ideas and his actions 
the historical memory is quite strong, powerful and active. 
Anyhow, Emomali Rahmon’s addressing to the history, his 
historical view of political, economical and cultural events of the 
society, enlightenment of the path of the nation, particularly his 
change of nation’s historical consciousness into active factor of 
country’s development is great political wisdom. Historical view 
of the President includes different levels of social and political 
history, history of culture and spirituality, philosophy and 
religion. Continuous development of historical outlook, as well 
as containing the diversity of various ways of nation’s historical 
development, consists of the heritage which affects the historical 
and spiritual self-consciousness of the modern society.

Another event, which is worth of Emomali Rahmon’s note, 
is that every year the solemn celebration of the Independence of 
the Republic of Tajikistan is held together with another great 
historical festivity. The 1100th anniversary of Somoniyon state, 
Rudaki, ibni Sino, Firdavsi, Mir Said Alii Hamadoni, Mavlono 
Jaloluddini Balkhi, Imomi A’zam and the others were held together 
with the Independence Day ceremony. Such situation, when every 
year the Independence Day is held together with other celebration 
and the close link between these ceremonies show historical roots 
of the Independence and national statehood of Tajiks, as well 
as indissoluble connection between past and present days of the 
nation. Strong connection of times is one of the basic laws of 
historical changes and establishment of this legality during the 
Independence have given an opportunity for the nation to make a 
resolute step in the way of the achievement of highest goals.

National independence has initiated a new chapter of Tajik 
nation’s historical development. Attainment of freedom and 
national statehood has led the people to their new history and 
inspired them. Head of the nation directs Tajik people so that 
they can create their historical fortune with their own hands, and 
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don’t let the others to touch it. Therein, addressing to the history 
and following its example in the problems of today’s society is a 
basis of his state democracy policy. The President of the country 
thinks that we should include our important past experience in 
our modern history and to revive it in accordance with call of the 
time.

In world’s cultural policy at the times of Independence the 
renaissance of national celebrations, ceremonies which have 
moved national wealth through history occupies a special place. 
The Navruz celebration sits in the crossline of creating culture. 
Special attention at the level of state policy and official ceremonies 
of this ancient celebration has one more time revived Navruz 
traditions. Moreover, on the initiative and at the insistence of 
Emomali Rahmon and leaders of neighboring countries the UN 
has declared Navruz to be an international holiday. Originating 
from the ancient times of Tajik history, Navruz celebration has 
kept its traditions, ideas, cultural mission and historical wealth 
despite all radical changes in political and governmental system.

The declaring Navruz to be an international holiday is a 
confirmation to this. The renaissance of Navruz traditions and 
culture with their nationwide significance is one of the most 
important state achievements which have developed the idea of 
national unity into the unity of the world.

International Navruz celebration is considered as a gift from 
Iranian people, particularly Tajik people. The internationalization 
in many countries became the reason of destruction of national 
culture, but the gift of Tajik people – this blooming and illuminating 
celebration brings people from all around the world to our country 
so that they can get familiar with the abundance of our cultural 
treasures and spiritual achievements.

Currently, the President of Tajikistan is one of the leaders 
of Navruz arrangement in a number of neighboring countries. In 
the 2011 on the proposal of Emomali Rahmon the Presidents of 
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Central Asia, the Caucasus and other countries, as well as public 
representatives of these countries have held the celebration in 
Iran. Emomali Rahmon made a proposal to the leaders of the 
mentioned countries and the representatives of many nations to 
celebrate Navruz in Tajikistan in 2012. This proposal was accepted 
enthusiastically and Tajikistan is expecting to have many guests of 
honor next year.

Revering of native language, historical fortune and its place 
in the eternity of national statehood goes a long way in political 
theory of Emomali Rahmon, within the scope of his scientific ideas 
and research. One of special goals which can be understood from 
his articles, speeches and ideas is that the language, alongside with 
history, culture and spirituality, is one of the fundamental factors 
which develop national mentality, define national form and set its 
place in history and among other nations. July 22nd, 1996, on the 
Day of Language, the President said: “Language is a main pillar 
of nation and state. Nation and state are its protectors. Therefore, 
language, state and nation are the defenders of each other.”

For a long time the leaders of Tajik nation solved fundamental 
problems of the national fortune alongside with the problem 
of language. For example, the most significant historical event 
which was initiated by Somoni rulers was official recognition of 
Tajik language. This incident has given an opportunity for the 
development of Tajik literature and culture. Cultural development 
of Somoniyon at political level of state was nearly related to the 
treasure of the unity of society – language and history. In spite of 
the growing pressure from Arabic caliphs which imposed to other 
tribes their language alongside with their religion Tajik language 
was able to protect its individuality from this stress and ground 
the basics of its future development. According to the direction 
of Emomali Rahmon, “World flourishing of Tajik language was 
initiated by common efforts of this country (Somoniyon) and its 
wise leaders.”
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This persistence of the President during the spreading process 
of his cultural policy became the reason for historical rebirth of 
Tajik language, restored its impaired rights and gave an opportunity 
for official language of Tajikistan to complete its social mission. 
The celebration of Day of Tajik language, Announcing of the 
year 2008 as Year of Tajik language, preparation and signing of 
new Language law, State program of state language development, 
establishment of Language and Terminology Cabinet Committee, 
order of the founding of Language law prepared suitable 
administrative, political and moral atmosphere for the flourishing 
and prosperity of native language. 

Today the President protects state language; he believes it 
to be basic foundation of nation and state existence, shrine and 
guard of national mentality, and treats it accordingly. As a result 
of this sincere concern, nowadays Tajik language is out of the 
everyday framework and is used during international conferences 
and meetings. Owing to elegant orations of Emomali Rahmon 
beautiful and perfect political language was formed and the power 
of Tajik language in expressions of sensitive political problems 
was revealed. The President impelled Tajiks to learn and to value 
their mother tongue; he made Tajik language clear for the rest of 
the world, and paid tribute to the outstanding personalities of the 
nation in huge geography of Tajik language. The proof of this 
sayings are loving words discovered in Konya, in the mausoleum 
of Mavlono and the tombstone situated in the sepulcher of Bedili 
Dehlavi in India.

Academician Muhammadjon Shakuri said on the subject 
of President’s language skills, eloquence and his love of Tajik 
language: “His Excellency said such things about mother language 
and valuing of it that I have never heard from any other head of 
Tajik state. If Head of the Country conducts such policy in language 
and cultural problems, new Tajik society, undoubtedly, can hope 
to resolve the most difficult problems of its development.”
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In the President’s speech on the subject of the Day of Tajik 
language, which was spoken on October 5th, 2010, problems of 
moderate language, purity and tactfulness of language, creating 
potential for Tajik language in the achievement of modern 
objectives, coordination of language and modern culture 
technology, renovation of mother tongue teaching processes, 
revival and addition of classical words into the vocabulary of 
modern Tajik language were solved and it was stated: “Stableness 
and durability of national traditions and culture in the today’s 
conditions of permanent globalization factors and influence of 
strong languages by means of modern technology are closely 
related to the strength and power of language. In consideration of 
long historical experience and abundant vocabulary in the time of 
globalization Tajik as an official language can develop and protect 
its former power.”

Today Tajik as an official language has got all development 
assets against the background of state cultural policy and is 
advancing towards prosperity and development; as a consciousness-
building factor it has provided appropriate moral space for the 
renaissance of its historical achievements as well. 

In Tajikistan, state policy with respect to religion is developing 
on the basis of provision of human liberties and multitude opinions 
of democratic society and secularity. As Emomali Rahmon said, 
“the “secularity” term does not mean being against religion at all, 
on the contrary, only a secular and democratic country is able to 
maintain peaceful coexistence of religions, denominations and 
different ideology, observing the liberty of conscience at the same 
time.” This wise and profound statement shows the basic trends 
in relationship of independent Tajikistan with spiritual and moral 
pre-Islamic wealth and culture of great Islamic civilization of Tajik 
people. 

Such attitude and brilliant view of ancient and modern 
religious culture and today’s achievements presented the Head of 
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our Country to the rest of the world as an illustration of the dialogue 
of civilizations. In his speeches during 37th session of Council of 
Foreign Ministers at the organization of Islamic conference and 
international workshop in honor of 1310th anniversary of Imom 
Abuhanifa Emomali Rahmon said that characteristic features of 
secular society and moral wealth of religions, including Islam, 
should be brought forward to people as a rare cultural event and 
a call to ethicality. It should be mentioned that peace between 
religious representatives and idea of coexistent culture was present 
in Tajik civilization and world-view and has risen in intimacy of 
moral and ethical wealth of Aryan civilization and tolerance of 
Hanafism. The Head of the Country says, relying on this nation’s 
historical achievement: “…today, with experience of Somoniyon 
state, we are sure that in Independent Tajikistan the variety of 
opinions helps to found a democratic and secular country and to 
strengthen peace in our ancient territory.”

After a historical exploit of Somoniyon, who fortified 
their statehood ideas among the religious wealth and national 
consciousness, Tajikistan, under the guidance of its leader, has given 
a special place to the religion of Islam, its wealth, heavenly book 
of Koran and, generally, to the freedom of religion and freedom 
of conscience, as well as development of wholesome medium and 
culture of tolerance. The publication of holy book of Kuran in 
Tajik translation, “Translation of Authentic Interpretation” – the 
first and the greatest book of Commentaries on Kor’an, a series of 
reliable sources of Islamic education, published as a result of wise 
efforts of Emomali Rahmon bore positive influence on Islamic 
culture and civilization.

The announcement of the year for celebration in honor 
of Imam Abuhanifa has opened a new sphere along the lines 
of appreciating religious heritage and strengthening national 
awareness of Tajiks. As a pioneer of humanistic views and 
opinions of Imam Abuhanifa, Emomali Rahmon wrote a book 
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named “Imami A’zam: life, works and ideas”. In this book he 
wrote about clear process of scientific attention with the heritage 
of Hanafism and incomparable personality of Islamic culture, 
which played a considerable part in the propagation of moral self-
consciousness and Islamic education of our society. First of all, in 
the examination and scrutiny of the ideas of our spiritual advisers, 
Emomali Rahmon, stressing the significance and importance 
of Imam A’zam’s views and teachings in order to prevent the 
emergence of radical movements, unacceptable and dangerous 
ideas, considered taking into consideration the importance of 
tolerance of Hanafiya spiritual heritage as a uniting factor of 
today’s Tajik society and society of world Muslims. This question 
is articulated in the Message of the Head of the country in honor of 
18th anniversary of Tajikistan Independence: “The announcing of 
this year as a Year of Imomi A’zam’s honoring was a serious step 
towards fostering unity of our society, because this tolerance of our 
nation’s personage guides us to make peace, unity and comity and 
to create good political, social and cultural relationship, including 
the dialogue of civilizations.”

Before the publication of this book two valuable articles of 
Emomali Rahmon, named “Imomi A’zam and national mentality” 
and “Imomi A’zam and the dialogue of civilizations” were issued. 
In these articles, President’s love and strong faith in Islam, Hanafiya 
and national wealth were found in the best way, and the articles 
were accepted well in the rest of the world.

Renaissance of Islamic culture and respect to its events favor 
the development of freedom of conscience and revival of Tajik 
religious wealth. Proofs of these words are Kurban and Ramadan 
feasts, which are celebrated as traditions of religious culture 
alongside with other national holidays. The goal of promotion of 
religious wealth, making state policy consonant to national wealth 
and faith, affords an opportunity to create space for respect, 
cooperation and mutual responsibility in order to strengthen 
independence, statehood basis and national unity.
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Attendance and reconstruction of graveyards, cultural 
monuments and shrines are results of successful rule of the President, 
who explores the goal of cultural perfection of the nation. On 
this basis we can remember the wellbeing of graveyards, shrines 
and places of pilgrimage of the famous people, such as Uvaysi 
Karani, Shakiki Balkhi, Shaikh Abulkosimi Gurgoni, Shamsiddin 
ibni Malikdod ma’ruf ba Shamsi Tabrezi, Shaikh Maslihatdini 
Badeuddini Nuri, Mir Said Alii Hamadoni, Mavlono Ya’kubi 
Charkhi, Khojai Hotami Asamm, Khoja Nizomuddini Vokif, 
Mavlono Tojiddin, Mavlono Obidi, Mavlono Yusufi Khatloni and 
others, which is considered as result of faith and sincerity of Tajik 
leader in rich spiritual past, his respect of the old tariqat leaders, 
their nobleness and aspiration for good cause and the promotion 
of self-consciousness in the matter of spiritual ultimacy of today’s 
people.

During his visits to these sacred places, the President had sincere 
and friendly talks with the people, during which he considered 
spiritual existence of the great men of our Islamic civilization as a 
principal reason for unity of their today’s followers. Particularly, 
during a visit to the sepulcher of Shamsi Tabrezi in Veshab village 
of Ayni region, he gave an address to the people of Zarafshon 
valley, representatives of cities and regions of the republic and 
said: “In conclusion, before these noble people, with the help of 
God I’d like to pray for the pure soul of Muhammadi Mustafo, 
victorious soul of Imomi A’zam, especially for the spirituality 
of this successful person – Mavlono Shamsi Sabzpushi Tabrezii 
Hojatbaror and his disciple, Mavlono Jaloliddini Balkhi; for the 
spirituality of all ancestry of this place and to ask prosperity and 
wellbeing for our dear Tajikistan.”

As a head of a country having 98 percent of its population as 
Muslims, Emomali Rahmon defends it from all types of extremism 
to the culture of Islam. In many his speeches and talks, including 
the ones which took place in Mecca, during the days of Tajik 
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culture in Paris, in the session of Islamic conference Organization 
in Malaysia, Emomali Rahmon, stressing the separateness of Islam 
from terrorism, attested the prominent role of Islamic civilization 
in the development of national wealth. Defense of Islam becomes 
apparent when many extreme processes and movements decide 
to disgrace this pure culture and pervert conceptions of different 
peoples about Islam. In this case the defense of Islam on world 
level becomes the display of high courage and strong personality 
of the head of Tajik country.

Protection, renewal and study of national historical memories 
and the promotion of their importance in modern thinking and in 
the statehood of world civilization are the goals of state cultural 
policy. As a result of this policy, precious historical memories, 
such as Sarazm in Panjakent, Hulbuk stronghold in Kulob, the 
Stronghold of Temurmalik in Khujand, Mugh stronghold in 
Istaravshan, Hisor stronghold and many others revived their 
historical grandeur, and became the element of national world-
outlook. 

The rebirth of historical geographical names from villages 
and townships of great regions, such as Khatlon, Sughd, Rasht 
and in the name of Ismoili Somoni, Rudaki and Firdavsi, Sino and 
Nosiri Khusrav, Temurmalik and Spitamen, Abdurahmoni Jomi 
and Mir Said Alii Hamadoni, Jaloluddini Rumi, the naming of 
many towns and regions of the country is not only the authenticity 
of honoring the world-known persons of history and culture, but 
also a significant reason of the development of national mentality 
of today’s generation.

In consequence of these decisions with attention towards the 
role of book in society’s education and mentality publication of 
the works of today’s and past writers and scholars was put into 
practice. The Head of the country, relying upon this goal, which 
is “Reading books is important part of the promotion of young 
generation”, assigned the publication, development and renewal of 
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literary works as his important task. As a first result of this decision, 
the Day of Book appeared in calendar of historical and national 
dates of Tajikistan. That was the day which was announced by 
Emomali Rahmon as the day of laying the National Library.

In order to familiarize the people with works of classical 
writers of Tajik literature the publication of 50-volume series 
named “Stars of literature” has started. In this work the great 
heritage of Persian and Tajik literature is going to be published. 
Until now the readers have seen “Works of Abuabdullohi Rudaki”, 
“Poetry of Rudaki’s contemporaries”, nine volumes of Firdavsi’s 
“Shohnoma”, “Safarnoma” of Nosiri Khisrav, “Ruboiyot” of 
Umari Khayom and more than ten books from this series and the 
Islamic one.

Besides, history of Tajik society in six volumes, “Donishnoma 
of Somoniyon” in three volumes, two-volume “Donishnoma of 
Rudaki”, dozens of books in series named “School library” and 
other various works most of which were published for the first 
time; first volumes of Tajik national encyclopedia, history of Tajik 
philosophy and many other actions, including reconstruction and 
foundation of new libraries, opening of new bookstalls all around 
the country and the revival of respect of books and traditions 
of reading books show us the establishment of this cultural 
initiative.

The laying of Tajik national Library according to modern 
international standards and Oriental architecture is evidence 
of cultural and educational tendency of High command of the 
country.

As to the globalization process, President of the Republic 
had finished important actions in point of blending the past and 
today’s achievements of Tajik people with the modern humanity. 
Founding of the days of foreign culture in Tajikistan and days of 
Tajik culture in the rest of the world, including the rostrum of world 
culture – the UNESCO; the honoring of ustod Rudaki in the UN 
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before the researchers of various countries, satellite broadcasting 
of Tajik national television and many other acts on the basis of 
cultural activities gave the culture of Tajiks a stable place in the 
tide of human globalization.

The inclusion of ancient Sarazm monument, which has 
five thousand-year history, into world cultural heritage of 
the UNESCO is also considered as an important step in the 
development of world recognition of national culture and ancient 
history of Tajiks. Nowadays, by the means of nationwide program 
named “Silk Road”, preparation of eight historical and cultural 
monuments: “Ancient town of Panjakent”, “City of Bunjekat”, 
“Hisor Stronghold”, “Buddhist Temple of Ajinateppa”, “Khoja 
Mashhad Madrasah”, city of “Stony Throne”, “Hulbuk city” and 
“Yamchun Stronghold” for the inclusion to the UNESCO’s list is 
coming to an end.

President’s unprecedented diligence in the protection, revival 
and development of Tajik classical heritage of “Shashmakom” has 
developed it for inclusion to the UNESCO’s list of spiritual cultures. 
This resourceful help of Emomali Rahmon, alongside with other 
lines of his policy, was an effective step which has directed Tajik 
culture to the achievement of firm position at the crossroads of 
various forces confrontation in modern world.

Emomali Rahmon’s special attention to all specificities of 
the development of national culture, from literature and art to the 
culture of town building and municipal government, from ideas 
and traditions to the material and spiritual achievements and 
wealth gave opportunities for their development along the lines of 
globalization.

During the twenty years of Tajik Independence, educational 
and pedagogic reforms, equally with the development of political 
government and the founding of new economic order of the 
country were recognized as bases of national statehood. Unity of 
political, economic and moral orders became strongly related to 
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the general educational reform. As Emomali Rahmon said, “We 
must take into account that serious relationship to the field of 
education and resolution of actual problems are of considerable 
political, economical, social, educational and cultural importance. 
Broad and today concept of education is one of the major problems 
of XXI century, and it binds us to pay special attention and be 
highly responsible of it. The reason for this is that the progress 
of society, sustainable economical development, safeguarding of 
national security and conformity to the international standards 
of technology, economics, science and culture depend on stable 
development of the education of Tajik citizens.” That’s why the 
education reforms occupy a special place in the strategic programs 
of country’s development.

During twenty years more than 60 normative legal documents 
concerning the field of education were adopted and serious 
educational reforms were implemented and improved. In 1993, a 
law “About Education” was adopted. This was the first normative 
legal document which was signed during economical and political 
difficulties of the country.

This Law provided favorable legal and political conditions 
for the all-round development. In August, 1995 the meeting of the 
President with the people of education was held. As a result of 
this meeting, resolutions of the Government of Tajikistan “About 
certain measures regarding social protection of educators” and 
“About certain measures regarding the improvement of living 
conditions of educators” were adopted. By means of these 
arrangements dwellings being at the disposal of the field workers 
were given to the workers of educational, scientific and professional 
development institutions and educational issues free of charge. Also 
they were granted by medical allowance at the rate of one salary, 
monthly material assistance for the buying of periodical and paid 
vacations. Village teachers were exempted from land taxes. Under 
the direction of the President, this law was introduced by major 
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alterations as a result of economical and social transformations of 
the country, and in 2004 this law was readopted and has provided 
favorable conditions for the covering of national educational 
traditions and the experience of modern world. In addition to 
these innovations, National Policy on educational development 
of the Republic of Tajikistan for years 2006-2015, Conception 
of National Education and Model Regulations for Educational 
Institutions have come into effect. Passage of the laws “About 
Higher Education and Education after Higher Special Education 
Institutions”, “About youth and youth state policy”, as well as 
resolutions of the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan about 
the Ministry of Education, about the admission of students by the 
Presidential Quota, about the standards of Secondary Education 
and other normative legal documents has reconciled the activities 
of educational institutions with international standards.

Permanent growth of investments into the field of education 
created the bases for powerful development of school and 
education. The investment into this field rose from 42 million 
somoni in 2000 up to 336 million somoni in 2006, and exceeded 
the amount of 1 billion somoni in 2010. Moreover, for the revision 
of educational field great funds from the Presidential reserve fund 
were allotted. From 1998 until now 14 investment projects in the 
field of education were put into practice, total amount of which 
was equal to 720 million somoni.

Alongside with reconstruction of schools destroyed during 
the war, the construction of new schools became a major part 
of state activity. Only in the years 2006 and 2007, at the expense 
of preferential credits 60 million somoni for the renovation, 
reconstruction and equipment of educational institutions 
were allocated. Totally, during the twenty years of Tajikistan 
Independence, 1200 modern school buildings for 311 thousand 
sittings were built and put in commission. Such scope was not 
reached even during the times of Soviet Union!
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Opening of modern schools, improvement of active methods 
of education of different subjects have initiated a great step of 
education development. If in years of 1991-1992 there was only 
1 operating modern school (gymnasium), in 2010 the number 
of these educational institutions reached 157, including 89 
gymnasiums (61 state and 28 private gymnasia), 59 lyceums (53 
state and 6 private) and 12 private schools, encompassing 70030 
pupils (21965 girls). In the years of 2011-2012 State Institution 
named “Presidential School for talented pupils” in Bactria region, 
State Institution named “Presidential Lyceum for talented pupils” 
in Khorog and State Institution named “International Presidential 
School for talented children” in Dushanbe are going to open and 
turn a new page in the development of educational standard of 
the country. In the process of development of modern schools the 
education conformation to up-to-date technological achievements 
was considered as an important goal in the national education 
policy. The President of the country prepared actual conditions 
for technological and computer assistance to young generation, 
for the advance of hard sciences, new discoveries in the field of 
chemistry, medicine and all natural sciences.

For the purpose of the internationalization of educational 
process, in 2003 national program of schools computerization has 
started and successfully advances until now. Emomali Rahmon, 
paying attention to this problem in 2001, in his article “Tajikistan 
on the cusp of XXI century” has confirmed that Tajikistan should 
not become a dump of current technology. Under his direction, the 
newest current technology equipment has entered Tajikistan, tech 
parks and modern labs were opened and have started their activity 
on the basis of various fields of hard sciences. The announcing of 
year of 2010 as the year of technological education and culture 
expanded the range of these processes and laid the groundwork 
for new discoveries.

As Emomali Rahmon has said, “the development of 
technological thinking of young generation must be the major 
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priority of the heads of educational institutions, regional executive 
committees of state government and all responsible ministries and 
establishments.”

Because of this activity, pupils and students of the country 
were given the opportunity to gain a lead in international 
competitions and, succeeding in the Internet as well, present the 
outstanding results of Tajikistan’s educational system on world 
level. Taking these achievements into account, the Head of the 
country determined presidential scholarships for the pupils of 
secondary schools, students and graduate students. At the same 
time, the scholarship for graduate students has increased and in 
1998 Ismoili Somony State Prize was founded. This scholarship is 
annually presented to the best 6 researchers among scholars and 
young prospectors.

Support and help from the knowledge, talent and skills 
of the pupils have such importance in state educational policy 
that, according to the state resolutions, “Durakhshandagon” 
International Scholarship of the President of Tajikistan for 
the students’ education in reputable foreign universities was 
established. Nowadays many young students who were granted by 
this scholarship are happily studying in world-known universities 
and magistracies.

The increasing of foreign students in higher schools of the 
country is also a reliable evidence of international influence of Tajik 
higher education institutions and their place in world educational 
system. At present, around 3500 students from 28 countries are 
studying in Tajik higher education institutions. The authority of 
Tajik higher schools is recognized in many countries, and it meets 
the standards of world educational system.

Concerning the development of political, economical, 
educational and cultural systems and taking into account 
geographical situation and natural condition in Tajikistan, many 
universities and institutes related to agriculture and rural economy 
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were opened. Since Tajikistan, being mountainous country, has 
appropriate basics for energy development and rich natural 
resources which need to be worked, several years ago two higher 
schools matching the requirements of the country were established 
under the direction of Emomali Rahmon: Mining and Smelting 
Institute of Tajikistan in Chkalov city of Sughd Region and 
Energy Institute of Tajikistan in Kurgan-Tube. This year their 
first graduating students have started their work on the factories 
and enterprises of the country.

Increasing of the number of higher schools, opening of the 
branches of world-known universities, including the Branch of 
Lomonosov Moscow State University in Dushanbe, founding of 
sectoral universities and institutes and conforming these institutions 
to world standards; radical changes in study programs and other 
in the field of education – all this created appropriate conditions 
for basic changes in the higher education system.

Other step that was taken by the President in order to supply 
basic fields of country’s life with good specialists equipped with up-
to-date knowledge was the training of specialists who will satisfy 
the republic’s personnel needs, especially pedagogical.

Conversion to new state system and the change of political 
system of Tajik society challenged us to draw attention to the 
contents of textbooks as well. During the Independence of 
Tajikistan more than 200 titles of textbooks with a run of 18 
million copies to the total sum of 72 million somoni were published, 
and this finished the printing of textbooks for Tajik educational 
institutions. Right now the books in Kyrgyz, Turkmen and Uzbek 
languages are being prepared.

Generally, the aim of educational policy of the Head of the 
country is to educate and prepare a generation which will assume 
the development of the new Tajikistan, being able to meet the 
national wishes of Tajiks. At the same time, adoption of the Law 
“About parents’ responsibility for upbringing and education of 
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children” was also a result of this goal of Emomali Rahmon’s 
educational policy. In his speech following the overhaul of the law, 
accentuating the close link between three basic elements, including 
family, school and social environment, evaluated it as sacred duty 
of the nation. “Transformation and development program of 
primary and specialized secondary education institutions for the 
years 2012-2020”, recommended for adoption by the President in 
his Address to Supreme Assembly, is going to play a primary role 
in improving today’s educational system of Tajikistan.

Alongside with the programs on the distribution and 
development of mother tongue, “National Program on the 
education of Russian and English language” was adopted and 
implemented. The aim of this program is to train specialists who 
meet the requirements of modern world. On the other side, the 
adoption of State Program on computerization of educational 
institutions sped up the development of technological thinking 
in educational system of Tajikistan. Introduction of these two 
significant programs is another measure taken in the process of 
conforming Tajik education to world standards.

In state educational policy the increasing of science learning 
level is considered along with conforming scientific research to 
the modern processes. The adoption of “Tajikistan Hard Sciences 
Development Program for the years 2005-2008” in 2003 laid the 
foundations for development and improvement of research in 
the field of hard sciences, preparation of scientific brainpower 
and wider international cooperation. President’s accession to 
the treaty on the foundation of International Center of science 
and technology and the organization of its information agency 
in the administration of Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan were 
important steps in development of hard sciences in the country as 
well.

In 2009, for the purpose of the foundation and regulation of 
brainpower training, State Government has adopted State program 
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on the preparation of scientific brainpower for the years 2009-
2015, supporting and watching over its implementation, which has 
close link to the strengthening the level of country’s educational 
institutions as well.

State educational policy is found on the adoption of many long-
term development programs and science progress. Government of 
the Republic has decided to approve “National Strategy of science 
development in Tajikistan”, which identified the place of Tajik 
Government in determining trends and prospectives of scientific 
and educational growth of the country.

On the threshold of the celebration of 10th anniversary of 
Adoption of Tajik Constitution, 220 million somoni was assigned 
from the state budget for the adoption of President’s order about 
100 percent salary increase of medical people and 80 percent salary 
increase of the state-financed workers.

From the year 1993 and later on, in his works and speeches 
Emomali Rahmon presented a conception of general renovation 
and reformation of state educational system, which has established 
true and effective way of school and education development. This 
conception determines the place of traditional education and 
advantages of learning humanities by means of equipment and 
methods of modern technology. In Emomali Rahmon’s judgment, 
“moral, psychological, ethical and historical possibilities that 
our people has, are secure bases on which we can make build the 
education of our future generation”. Conception of education 
development, in terms of content and principal points of view 
has created an entirely new course. On this basis the Head of 
the country brought forward a crucial problem of national self-
consciousness and historical and cultural education of Tajik nation 
in the education process and monitored this conception during 
twenty years.

Every nation protects its culture and moral monuments, 
guards its ideals and brings them down by means of education. 
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According to Emomali Rahmon, importance of education consists 
in providing people with dignity and self-respect so that they can 
perform any activity with proper effort and diligence.

School and education are the places where the “who are we, 
where from are we and why did we come” questions are being 
answered and where knowledge of science and logics changes into 
the creative and connecting power of generations and history.

As early as 1996, while talking about the improvement of 
methods of education, the President stressed that the respect for 
the national shrine “starts from acquaintance with it. That’s why 
we should consider the entire educational system alongside with 
political needs of the country, trends of society development, moral 
and ethical values of our people and nationwide wealth.”

These advices have great importance in the renewal of 
education significance and its missions at present. Education which 
is appropriate to the ideas and needs of national statehood has a 
natural connection with realities of life, morality and history of 
the nation. Refreshing renewal which took place in the activity of 
school and education has certain practical advantages as well. The 
first difference and advantage of this renaissance is considered its 
national weight. The Head of the country believes the renewal and 
reconstruction of the education field to be important in different 
steps: reconstruction of the thinking of field-leaders; creating of 
pure educational and training system; examination, assessment and 
renewal of the administrative methods of the education process; 
liberation of educators from pessimism and idleness; improvement 
of the publication of academic books; integration of the experience 
of traditional education with latest achievements in this course.

Human and humanitarian aspects of education are the 
conceptual goal of the educational system reform of the country. 
The complete draft of this goal was set by Emomali Rahmon in 
his address at the meeting with representatives of the educational 
sector (22 December 2005) and the official meeting devoted to 
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the Teachers’ Day (29 September 2006). At both meetings, the 
Head of the State elaborated in details on issues of improvement 
of education and the level of teaching of students, especially in 
humanities and social sciences. He stated that the main goal of 
educational reform was education of awaken, knowledgeable and 
intelligent people. He noted that “issues of raising national and 
historical self-awareness, use of the best traditions of national 
and universal education, cultural and ethical values, democratic 
governing that contribute to scientific, technological and cultural 
achievements are under the constant attention of the State.” In 
this speech, important aspects of the national educational concept 
based on creation of fundamentals for modern educational 
techniques within the framework of national and universal values 
were defined that later became a basis for educational system 
reform. 

The education and school reform started by the President 
has gone through a difficult path. Although this path of reforms 
and renovations was complicated and difficult, it proved to be 
a right and purposeful path. In the guidance and instructions of 
Emomali Rahmon on educational system reform of the country, 
reconsideration of the existing norms of education in the republic 
and tasks of educational staff, three particular aspects have to be 
pointed out that served as the content of the educational system 
reform. 

Firstly, education has to give power to the students to provide 
purposeful, free and just life for themselves and for their relatives; 
secondly, education has to be a tool for economic, scientific and 
technological revival of the nation; thirdly, education should arise 
interests of students for improvement of their knowledge and 
expertise in order to use them for the benefit of the Motherland, 
cultural development and economic growth of the nation, as well 
to introduce it at the global level.

What has been shortly highlighted here on the central idea of 
the cultural policy of the President of the country and his purposeful 
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initiatives on revival and development of different aspects of the 
national cultural system may prove that in the period of historical 
changes, in the real fateful period of development of the state and 
new economic order intellectual and spiritual bases of the national 
governing and new civil society with full and comprehensive 
consideration of historical achievements of the Tajik nation was 
founded. Furthermore, within the framework of three social 
factors – political power, economic system and national culture 
– national self-awareness and historical self-identity of the society 
have been developed systematically. The national culture has gone 
through revival, development and prosperity with consideration 
of national historical values that contribute to creation of a new 
Tajik society. 
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AT THE GLOBAL SCALE

Gaining independence by Tajikistan in the beginning of the 
last decade of the 20th century has taken place at the time when 
the world political map had gone through serious changes after 
the collapse of the mighty Soviet empire, changes in the global 
political system, and victory of the capitalist system over the 
socialist system. New regional and world economic development, 
raising such global threats as terrorism, extremism, illegal drug 
trafficking, natural disasters, and decrease of natural resources 
and sources of energy have put great danger on large and small 
states. Alongside with these global trends, the process of globalism 
brought a message of a new life period for humanity.

The process of globalism closely connected with development 
of communication technology can contribute to development of 
relations between peoples and nations, countries and states. At 
the same time this process may negatively influence the ethical 
and spiritual norms of the nation and new global values based on 
development of communication and information technology may 
acquire greater influence. 

In such conditions independent Tajikistan had to enter the 
community of civilized states and find its place and status in that 
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community. However, the rationale was not just establishment 
of diplomatic relations with foreign states and entering regional 
and international organizations. It was important for Tajikistan 
to enter the world community with consideration of its historical 
experience, defense of national integrity, interests of the state, 
as well as political, economic and social conditions in the world. 
This process required to develop and implement a balanced and 
comprehensive foreign policy, the policy which could ensure the 
historical status of Tajiks in the civilized world and the constructive 
role of Tajikistan in important processes of the modern world 
community. 

Thanks to the independent state of Tajikistan, such a 
comprehensive and farsighted policy was developed under the 
guidance of the young and wise politician Emomali Rahmon, 
which was later, become known as “the open-doors policy”. This 
policy based on the main factors for strengthening the foundations 
of the country’s independence have played a great role in the 
historical destiny of Tajiks in the end of the second millennium and 
the beginning of the third millennium. The main directions of this 
policy aimed at establishment of balanced and friendly relations 
with different foreign countries, development of cooperation with 
friendly parties, constructive position in solution of important 
issues in the world, was declared by Emomali Rahmon at the 16th 
Session of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan. 
Consideration of national dreams and interests of independent 
Tajikistan during implementation of the foreign policy, ensuring a 
positive image of the country at the international arena, ensuring 
internal economic and social development and strengthening the 
foundations of the state independence were the priorities of the 
farsighted policy of Emomali Rahmon. 

Sound and farsighted policy of Emomali Rahmon, his wisdom 
and intelligence in solution of political issues of the country and 
deep consideration of needs of the modern society of Tajikistan 
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in an independent, secular and democratic state, were widely 
welcomed by the international community and opened the path 
for official recognition of Tajikistan by different countries and 
influential international organizations. 

It is worth mentioning that efforts and struggle of Emomali 
Rahmon at the beginning of his activity as the Chairman of the 
Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan have attracted the 
attention of the leadership of the world influential organization – 
the United Nations. 

The telegram from the United Nations addressed to the 16th 
Session of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan is 
an evidence of recognition of our country as an independent state 
and the endeavors of its Leader in ensuring peace and stability in 
the country: “The members countries of the UN attentively follow 
your activity. We believe that only You may feel a historical task 
for preserving Tajikistan as a full member of the UN and will 
remain committed to the ideas of freedom, peace and justice… 

The UN Secretary-General and the members of the UN 
Security Council are ready to render assistance and support to 
Tajikistan.”

The attention of the United Nations Organization to Tajikistan 
began since the period of its independence and after entering the 
membership of the Organization on 2 March 1992 the role of the 
country as an inseparable member of the international community 
in the UN and its institutions became very active and influential.

Since 1993, from the beginning of the activity of our 
country in the international arena as an independent country, 
twelve international inter-governmental organizations such as 
the International Monetary Fund, the International Finance 
Corporation, the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, the International Development Association have 
opened the representative offices in Dushanbe and by doing so 
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recognized the independence of Tajikistan and contributed to 
development of the country. 

The first address of the Leader of Tajikistan at the session 
of the United Nations General Assembly on 29 September 1993 
was an important political phenomenon for Tajikistan. The 
Leader of Tajikistan at that prestigious session has introduced the 
world community with constructive programs and ambitions of 
the State of Tajikistan, its peaceful objectives, ensuring peace and 
stability, national unity, strengthening and enhancing multilateral 
cooperation with all friendly and peaceful countries. Constructive 
initiatives, firm position and commitments of the Head of the State 
of Tajikistan declared from the UN tribune have strengthened the 
trust of the people of the Planet in bright and successful future of 
independent Tajikistan.

Later on, Emomali Rahmon as a Leader of Tajikistan and 
a designer of the main directions of the foreign policy of the 
independent country 11 times – in 1994, 1995, 1997, 1998, 1999, 
2003, 2005, 2008, 2009, 2010 at the sessions of the UNGA in New 
York, once on 27 April 1999 in Vienna - the capital city of Austria, 
and another time in Geneva (26 June 2000) in his speeches has 
not only defended the national and state interests of independent 
Tajikistan called upon the international community, but also 
suggested useful proposals aimed at solution of global difficulties 
of the humanity.

The world community and its representatives – influential 
international organizations and institutions – have recognized 
Emomali Rahmon as a just, truthful, honest and farsighted 
politician of the global level, and since the first steps of creation of 
free and democratic society in Tajikistan have rendered support and 
assistance to him. Thus, in 1994 eight international organizations, 
in 1995 two organizations and 1996 another two organizations 
have opened their offices in the Republic of Tajikistan and began to 
function officially. They developed special programs to contribute 
to economic and social development in Tajikistan. 
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The State of Tajikistan despite the complicated internal 
situation during that period has defined the main aspects of its 
foreign policy and bilateral and multilateral relations with the 
world community. As it was noted by the President of Tajikistan 
“the Republic of Tajikistan taking into account its geographic 
location, geopolitical position and economic interests is situated 
within the five political zones. The first zone is the Commonwealth 
of Independent States which, despite certain difficulties during first 
years of establishment, contributed to strengthening of multifaceted 
relations between its members. The second zone is Central Asia 
which is in the process of economic integration. The third zone 
is the neighboring Farsi-speaking countries that at present have 
no political or economic associations but considering their 
historical, religious and cultural commonality have great potential 
for national development. The fourth zone is the area of Muslim 
countries of the East sharing religious, spiritual commonality, as 
well as potential for national development. Finally, the fifth zone 
is the international community that constantly develops into a 
global civilization.” 

Realization of geopolitical position and definition of main 
directions of the foreign policy made it possible for Tajikistan 
to find its position in the world community and gradually to 
strengthen its relations with it and to use tremendous potential of 
the international community for solution of internal problems. By 
the efforts of Emomali Rahmon there have been executed serious 
reforms in the governing system and social life of the people that 
enhanced political, economic and cultural relations of Tajikistan 
with the modern civilized world.

In 1994 conducting a national referendum the Constitution 
of the Republic of Tajikistan and election of the President of the 
country have played great role in enhancement of the international 
image of the Republic of Tajikistan. The Constitution of the 
Republic of Tajikistan declares Tajikistan as a sovereign, 
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democratic, secular and unitary state and the people of Tajikistan 
as inseparable part of the world community. Ensuring sovereignty 
and development of the country, providing human freedoms 
and rights, equality and friendship of all nationalities living in 
the country, and building a just society are the main pillars of 
the Constitution of Tajikistan. Adoption of the Constitution of 
Tajikistan that provides worthy participation of the country in 
the global developments was one of the valuable initiatives of 
Emomali Rahmon. In this regard, Emomali Rahmon was an 
initiator of connection of modern Tajikistan with the modern 
world. This initiative made it possible for the Tajik language to be 
spoken at the world arena and the national flag of Tajikistan to 
waive at influential international organizations. Thanks to these 
relations, today efficient cooperation with the most influential 
international organizations – the United Nations, the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference, the European Union, the Commonwealth of 
Independent States, the Euroasian Economic Community, the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the Economic Cooperation 
Organization – is one of the priorities with the foreign policy of 
Tajikistan. It is worth mentioning that mutually beneficial relations 
with these international organizations have introduced Tajikistan 
to the world community as a sovereign, democratic and secular 
country. These international organizations have been among very 
important regional and international institutions that established 
efficient cooperation with the Government of the Republic of 
Tajikistan and contributed to ensuring national unity and signing 
the Peace Agreement, as well as implementation of the post-war 
rehabilitation programs and economic reforms in the country. 

One of the priority directions of the foreign policy of 
Tajikistan is participation in the activity of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (the CIS). The reason for establishment of the 
CIS after the collapse of the Soviet Union was re-establishment 
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of relations between the most of former members of the Union. 
The CIS was established to bring together peoples and countries 
which experienced long-term relationship, shared many common 
values as a result of 70 years of coexistence, as well as to give them 
opportunity to jointly solve many internal and external problems, 
to discuss and consider issues faced by them after gaining 
independence. 

The main goal for establishment of the CIS that took place 
in December 1991 was realization of huge potential for political, 
economic, environmental, humanitarian, cultural cooperation, 
creation of common economic area, provision of human rights 
and freedoms in accordance with the international law principles 
and instruments of the Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe, enhancement of cooperation among the countries of 
the Commonwealth in ensuring international peace and stability, 
solution of internal conflicts in the CIS member countries. It is 
worth mentioning that not all of these goals of the CIS are being 
implemented at this stage, and thus, the activity of the CIS executive 
institutions requires a serious reform. Therefore, Tajikistan and 
its political leadership support the idea of development and 
strengthening of cooperation and integration processes within the 
Commonwealth and reform of its institutions, because today the 
CIS still remains as an organization which is designed for addressing 
interests of millions of former citizens of the Soviet Union and 
development of its activity is for the benefit of all people living in 
this region.

Alongside with participation in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States, Tajikistan is actively participating in the 
activity of many regional organizations established in the territory 
of the CIS, and this participation is also an important part of the 
country’s foreign policy. Therefore, on the basis of the Customs 
Union Agreement and the Agreement on  creation of Eurasian 
Economic Community on 10 October 2000 the republics of Belarus, 
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Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Russian Federation and the 
Republic of Tajikistan have established the Euroasian Economic 
Community. The main goal of the new economic community is 
economic development of its member states, lifting existing barriers 
for strengthening cooperation and ensuring economic interests of 
these countries.

The Republic of Tajikistan pays due attention to the regional 
issues and problems, including the Aral Sea disaster. Our country 
was one of the founders of the International Fund for Saving the 
Aral Sea, which together with other countries of Central Asia puts 
tremendous effort for elimination of water-related problems in 
the region. During the negotiations among the heads of States of 
the Central Asian countries, the President of Tajikistan has made 
constructive proposals for rational use of water resources the 
implementation of which will be for the benefit of the countries of the 
region. Besides, Emomali Rahmon alongside with special interest 
to the solution of the Aral Sea problems, also pays due attention 
to solution of the problems of provision of the population of the 
world with fresh drinking water. The initiatives of the President 
of the Republic of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon on declaration 
of the year 2003 as an International Year of Fresh Water, and 
2005-2015 as the International Decade for Action “Water for 
Life” 2005-2015 have been widely supported by the heads of states 
and representatives of more than 180 countries. By the proposal 
of the President of Tajikistan 2013 was declared by the United 
Nations General Assembly resolution on 20 December 2010 as 
the International Year of Water Cooperation. Today within the 
framework of the International Decade for Action “Water for Life” 
2005-2015 various programs and projects are being implemented in 
different parts of the world and every patriotic citizen of Tajikistan 
feels proud of it.

Taking into account the fact that 60 percent of water in 
Central Asia originates in Tajikistan, the initiatives of Tajikistan 
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in this regard are for the benefit of all countries of the region and 
have not only theoretical, but also practical value. The President 
of Tajikistan in line with the humanitarian nature of our people 
expressed by the saying “What you do not want done to yourself, 
do not do to others”, has stated several times that the Republic 
of Tajikistan would not let its neighbor without water. The clear 
example of this promise was the severe drought of last twenty years 
when the Norak and Qairaqum reservoirs have been used for the 
benefit of the downstream countries – Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan 
and Kazakhstan. For these purposes, Emomali Rahmon has 
proposed to use the huge fresh water resources of the Sarez Lake 
for the whole population of Central Asia. 

The policy of Emomali Rahmon on issues of preservation 
of fresh water resources and rational use of them in the region 
of Central Asia is based on humane and constructive approach. 
According to this policy the problem of water shortage should not 
be used as a tool for pressure and conflicts, it should be considered 
as a uniting factor for all Central Asian countries to cooperate for 
the purpose of joint solution of existing problems. The water issue 
in both the region and the world is one of the important issues of 
the day and its solution requires joint steps and efforts in the spirit 
of neighborliness, trust and friendship. 

In addition, the President of Tajikistan in addressing other 
regional and international problems pays due attention not only to 
the economic, social and political interests of our country, but also 
to the interests of the countries of the region and the entire world, 
because as the great Persian poet said “Human being are members 
of a whole, in creation of one essence and soul», and they live in 
one home called “Earth.”

The efforts of the President of Tajikistan in creation of 
rational balance between national and global interests that come 
from deep understanding of the existing problems in the world are 
transformed into great initiatives at the regional and international 
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levels. For instance, the problems of the long-suffering country – 
Afghanistan – occupy the central place in the proposed initiatives 
of the President of Tajikistan. He believes that economic and 
social development of Central Asian region depends on peace and 
stability in Afghanistan. Thus, politicians and the ordinary people 
of Afghanistan consider Tajikistan as the most friendly country the 
people and political leadership of which wish peace and stability of 
Afghanistan. 

Another obvious achievement of Tajikistan at the international 
level is recognition of the country by the United Nations as an 
active and pioneering state in implementation of “the Millennium 
Development Goals”. This recognition has introduced Tajikistan 
as a country which had chosen a correct way of economic and social 
development and provision of relevant conditions for ensuring 
better life to its citizens. 

The efforts of the President of Tajikistan for implementation 
of programs within “the Millennium Development Goals” adopted 
by the United Nations for the purpose of improvement of the 
economic and social conditions in the developing countries and 
cooperation for achievement of the eight goals have been awarded 
by the Conference of the MDG Awards Committee on 23 March 
2010 with the Millennium Development Goals Award.

This positive event is an evidence of appreciation by the world 
community of the internal and external policy of the President of 
Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon and his regional and international 
initiatives. The constructive position of Tajikistan and its political 
leadership has been noted by the international community at 
different levels and the country is considered as peaceful, reliable 
and civilized in its bilateral and multilateral relations. Therefore 
different countries of the world have expressed their readiness 
to establish political, economic and cultural relationship with 
Tajikistan and to open their diplomatic missions in Dushanbe. 
It is worth mentioning that today in Tajikistan the embassies 
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of Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America, 
Azerbaijan, Germany, Pakistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, France, 
the Russian Federation, Uzbekistan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
the People’s Republic of China, Japan, the Republic of Korea, 
India, Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz Republic are actively engaged 
with implementation of bilateral and multilateral relations of their 
countries with Tajikistan. Some other countries also intend in near 
future to open their embassies in Tajikistan and to play greater 
role in strengthening political, economic, cultural, and scientific 
cooperation with Tajikistan.

The Republic of Tajikistan taking into account its national 
interests and for the purpose of implementation of its foreign policy 
has opened its diplomatic missions in 22 countries of the world. 
Furthermore, the permanent missions of Tajikistan have been 
opened to the United Nations, the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, the European Union, the Organization 
of the Islamic Conference, and the Economic Cooperation 
Organization, through which cooperation of Tajikistan with those 
influential international organizations is implemented. 

It is worth mentioning that today in Tajikistan missions of 
30 regional and international organizations, 9 country offices of 
organizations and institutions of the UN are functioning successfully 
in Tajikistan. In Tajikistan there have been also officially registered 
representative offices of 46 non-governmental international 
organizations that alongside with the inter-governmental 
organizations contribute to strengthening different sectors of the 
society. In total, during 20 years of its state independence Tajikistan 
has established diplomatic relations with 130 countries and this 
process shows the enhancement of multifaceted international 
cooperation of Tajikistan and the positive image of the country at 
the international arena. 

Inter-parliamentary relations of the Republic of Tajikistan 
are also developing. Today our Parliament is a member of the 
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Inter-Parliamentary Union, the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the 
Asian Parliamentary Assembly, the Parliamentary Union of the 
Organization of the Islamic Conference, the Inter-parliamentary 
Assembly of Member Nations of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States, and the Inter-Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Eurasian Economic Community, and cooperates actively with 
them, hence contributing to strengthening diplomatic relations 
at the legislative level. Bilateral relations of the Majlisi Oli 
(Parliament) of the Republic of Tajikistan with parliaments of the 
USA, Japan, Turkey and other countries are strengthening. For 
this purpose groups of friends and cooperation of the Parliament 
of Tajikistan with parliaments of other countries have been 
established that contribute to strengthening friendly and mutually 
beneficial relations with other nations and states. This inter-
parliamentary relations and cooperation are a part of relations 
with international organizations and other countries to pursue 
economic interests of our country and introduce its constructive 
projects and programs.

Implementation of prospective regional and international 
programs of Tajikistan is taking place in very sensitive, complicated 
and changing world of the 21st century and these processes have 
great impact on social and economic life of our people and country. 
Despite internal problems and negative influence of the regional 
situation, the Head of the State of Tajikistan has very serious and 
firm position to defend his country and security and stability in the 
region from deadly consequences of those threats and challenges. 
The life itself has proved the correct position of the leadership of 
the State and Government of Tajikistan.

Threats related with some negative trends of globalization, 
terrorism and extremism, illegal drug trafficking, transnational 
crimes, natural and man-made disasters, positions and influence 
of great powers in relation with Central Asia, which are not 
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always positive, are obvious to everyone. Due to its richness 
with important natural resources and due to its geopolitical and 
geostrategic position, Central Asia attracts the main great powers 
to strengthen their positions in this region. 

Combating international extremism and terrorism, illegal 
drug trafficking and other organized transnational crimes is one of 
the priorities of the internal and foreign policies of the Republic of 
Tajikistan. Our country puts huge effort to fight against this kind of 
negative phenomena that influence negatively the normal process 
of international relations. Participation in the High-Level Signing 
Conference for the United Nations Convention on Transnational 
Organized Crime held in Italy in 2000 was a clear evidence of 
the firm position of the Republic of Tajikistan and its political 
leadership in fighting all manifestations of negative phenomena. 
At the Conference that gathered representatives of 149 countries 
the President of the Republic of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon 
condemned political and religious extremism, international 
terrorism, and illegal drug trafficking and other transnational 
organized crimes and drew the attention of participants to the crisis 
in Afghanistan. It is worth mentioning that, unfortunately, the 
world community was very late to hear the calls of the President of 
the Republic of Tajikistan and realize his active and constructive 
position in relation with the crisis of Afghanistan. Only on 11 
September 2001 the world community has fully realized the 
consequences of all problems and challenges that the President of 
Tajikistan as a farsighted politician continuously has been trying 
to bring to attention of the world leaders.

Today’s global threats and challenges and related processes 
require timely reaction and development of relevant tools for 
their solution. In such conditions, it is necessary to implement 
mutually beneficial international cooperation and undertake joint 
global action for the purpose of elimination of negative trends 
of globalization. Prevention of negative and very dangerous 
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consequences of the so-called “crash of civilizations” is one of the 
priority tasks of the modern humanity. 

The Republic of Tajikistan by development and implementa-
tion of national programs within the framework of its foreign 
policy, and taking into account the modern trends and processes, 
makes tremendous efforts to defend national and state interests 
and pursue the “open doors” policy. 

Thanks to the active and balanced policy of the Head of the 
State, the world community recognizes Tajikistan as a country 
that plays positive and constructive role in fighting modern global 
threats and challenges and solution of important issues in the world. 
Therefore, Tajikistan in a very short period of time has changed 
from the place of internal conflicts to the center for organization 
of regional and international events.

Simultaneous holding in Dushanbe the meetings of the heads 
of member states of the three organizations in the territory of the 
former Soviet Union – the Commonwealth of Independent States, 
the Eurasian Economic Community and the Collective Security 
Treaty Organization on 5-6 October 2007, the regular meeting of 
the Council of the heads of the member states of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization, the tripartite meeting of the heads of 
states of Tajikistan, Afghanistan and Pakistan, the quadripartite 
meeting of Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and the Russian 
Federation on 30 July 2009, the International Symposium titled 
“The Heritage of Imam Azam and its Significance in the Dialogue 
of Civilizations” on 5 October 2009 with participation of more than 
500 scholars, intellectuals and famous politicians from 50 countries, 
the 37th Session of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the member 
states of the Organization of the Islamic Conference on 18-20 May 
2010, the United Nations High-Level International Conference 
on the Midterm Comprehensive Review of the Implementation of 
the International Decade for Action “Water for Life” 2005-2015 
on 8-10 June 2010 with participation of high-level representatives 
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from 70 countries and 65 regional and international organizations, 
as well as many other conferences, seminars and symposia are the 
clear evidence of the status and positive image of Tajikistan and its 
wise Leader in the political circles of the region and the world. 

Goals and objectives of Tajikistan in organization of above
mentioned fora that gathered a great number of representatives of 
different countries from far and near regions were strengthening 
mutually beneficial cooperation for the purpose of solution of 
global threats and challenges. Such a constructive approach of the 
Leader of Tajiks and active participation of Tajikistan in solution 
of important global issues are the evidence of deep understanding 
of linkage of national interests and requirements of the modern 
world. Tajikistan has been performing constructive and efficient 
activity within the regional and international organizations and 
has gained worthy achievement in bilateral relations with different 
countries of the world. From the beginning of independence 
and implementation of the internal and foreign policies one of 
the priority directions of foreign cooperation of Tajikistan has 
been development of friendly relations and mutually beneficial 
cooperation with Russian Federation, the United States of America 
and the People’s Republic of China. Multifaceted cooperation of 
Tajikistan with the Russian Federation has led to the balanced 
and mutually beneficial strategic relation and partnership. 

The high-level bilateral relations between the two countries 
is an important factor for development of strategic partnership, 
as well as political, security, and military cooperation within 
the framework of the Collective Security Treaty Organization. 
Constant revival of valuable relations in scientific, cultural and 
humanitarian fields is an important phenomenon, which became 
the basis for organization of important historical events – the Tajik 
Cultural day in Russia and the Moscow Cultural day in Dushanbe 
in Autumn 2005. Two years ago a branch of the famous Moscow 
University was opened in Dushanbe. Opening of several branches 
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of Russian universities in the capital of Tajikistan is under way 
that will contribute to strengthening of scientific and educational 
relations between the two countries, as well as scientific and 
technological development of our country.

An important result of partnership between Tajikistan and 
Russia is their constructive economic cooperation. Construction 
of the Hydropower Plant Sangtuda-1, geological reconnaissance 
works in gas fields of Tajikistan by the Russian company 
“Gazprom” are clear examples of the active and mutually beneficial 
cooperation between the two countries in the energy sector. The 
two countries have a huge potential for useful cooperation in the 
fields of engineering, light industry and other productive sectors. 
Therefore, it is necessary for the public and private sectors of the 
two countries to be more active in implementation of the bilateral 
economic cooperation strategy of the two friendly countries 
drafted and signed at different meetings between the leaders of the 
two countries. 

Comprehensive and multifaceted relations between Tajikistan 
and the United States of America are one of the important 
achievements of the foreign policy of independent Tajikistan. 
Political relations of Tajikistan with the USA are implemented 
within the framework of bilateral and multilateral instruments and 
cover different new fields of cooperation. Partnership between the 
two countries in fight against terrorism, illegal drug trafficking and 
other global threats is considered very important for regional and 
global security and stability. The United States of America have 
rendered assistance and support in ensuring security on the state 
border with Afghanistan, and training of border guards. Tajikistan 
is interested in development of economic cooperation with the 
United States, particularly in construction of mutually beneficial 
large hydropower facilities, infrastructure and other economic 
fields. There are certain achievements in economic cooperation 
between the two countries. In accordance with the statistical 
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data the technical and humanitarian assistance to Tajikistan by 
the United States have made 193.3 million USD. Cooperation in 
construction of the bridge in Panji Poyon which connects Tajikistan 
with Afghanistan is an efficient result of economic cooperation 
between Tajikistan and the United States of America which serves 
for the benefit of all countries of the region. 

Multifaceted cooperation of Tajikistan with its great neighbor 
– the People’s Republic of China is an important and historical 
achievement of the foreign policy of independent Tajikistan. High 
level trust and cooperation between the two friendly countries 
have given opportunity to solve the border issue which existed 
for more than one hundred years. The political and legal solution 
of the issue has become possible thanks to reconsideration of 
bilateral relations in a new historical condition. This step has 
contributed to comprehensive and friendly cooperation on the state 
border, rapid development of economic relations, regional and 
international partnership between the two countries. Vivid results 
of economic cooperation between Tajikistan and China are the 
active participation of the friendly country in strengthening energy 
independence of Tajikistan, construction of the high-voltage line 
South-North, reconstruction of the automobile road Dushanbe-
Chanak and construction of Shahristan and Chormaghzak tunnels. 
The Chinese companies made great contribution to reconstruction 
of several industrial plants in our country. In the field of foreign 
trade, China is one of the main and trusted partners. At the same 
time, Tajikistan has to make more efforts in increase of the trade 
volume with China, and decrease of the negative trade balance 
with that country for the economic benefit of our country. 

Development of mutually beneficial cooperation with 
advanced western countries such as France, Germany, Great 
Britain, Italy, as well as countries of East and South-East Asia is 
an example of successful implementation of multifaceted foreign 
policy of the Leader of Tajikistan. Our country has constructive 
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relations with these countries and strengthens trade cooperation 
with them. Undoubtedly, in these relations the export potential 
of Tajikistan constantly increases which will lead to positive and 
constructive changes in the national economy.

The President of Tajikistan considers comprehensive 
integration with the neighboring countries of Central Asia based 
on historical and cultural commonality as a priority objective 
of the foreign policy of the country, and calls for strengthening 
economic cooperation in the region. In this regard, construction 
of infrastructure, particularly, electric power transmission lines, 
modern highways, hydropower plants, production facilities, 
investment and financial institutions are for the benefit of all 
countries of the region and Tajikistan is actively involved in 
implementation of these goals with consideration of national 
interests of all neighboring countries. 

In implementation of regional and international cooperation 
and strengthening friendly relations the Republic of Tajikistan 
pays due attention to development of mutually beneficial 
cooperation with the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Islamic Republic 
of Afghanistan, India and Pakistan. Particularly, the bilateral 
relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran, which shares with us 
linguistic and cultural commonality, during the recent years have 
been developed to the satisfactory level and covers different field 
of economic and social life. 

It is worth mentioning that economic cooperation between 
Tajikistan and the Islamic Republic of Iran during last years has 
acquired new level and content that serve for the long-term interests 
of the two countries. Completion of the construction of the Istiqlal 
Tunnel, construction of Sangtuda-2 Hydropower Plant, beginning 
of the construction of Aini Hydropower Plant, completion of Ibn 
Sina Hospital, Tajiran Tractor Plant, and other facilities are the 
sound symbols of efficient and valuable cooperation between the 
two friendly countries which share common eternal values.
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In the foreign policy of Tajikistan during the period of 
independence strengthening relations with neighboring Afgha
nistan – the country wchich suffers a very complicated political 
situation – has particular place, because ensuring peace and stability 
in this long-suffering country and elimination of threats emerging 
from its territory, will be for the benefit of countries of the region 
and the world. Considering historical, cultural and spiritual ties 
with Afghanistan, Tajikistan plays a great role in solution of crisis 
in this friendly neighboring country. This issue has been recognized 
by many countries and influential international organizations, and 
the initiatives of Emomali Rahmon in strengthening peace and 
stability in Afghanistan is widely supported by them. Solution of 
security, economic and social problems and, particularly economic 
rehabilitation of this long-suffering country will ensure favorable 
conditions for strengthening bilateral and multilateral relations 
with it. 

In a very short period of time Tajikistan has established 
constructive and mutually beneficial relations with Pakistan. 
Implementation of cooperation programs of Tajikistan, especially 
in the fields of hydropower and infrastructure will contribute 
to enhancement of such relations. The power transmission line 
project to the border of Pakistan known as CASA-1000 is one of 
the important cooperation programs between the two countries. 
The way of implementation of the project was discussed and 
considered during the working visit of the President of Tajikistan 
Emomali Rahmon to Pakistan. 

From the beginning of its independence bilateral relations of 
the Republic of Tajikistan with Turkey have been developing based 
on documents signed by the political leaders of the two countries 
during high-level bilateral dialogues. The signed documents cover 
different fields of cooperation and implementation of economic 
and trade programs will contribute to strengthening bilateral 
relations between the countries. 
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Multifaceted and mutually beneficial cooperation of the 
countries of Central Asia with the countries of Middle East and 
South Asia serves for the benefit of peoples and stability and 
development of those regions. Taking into account these factors 
Tajikistan has established positive political relation with Arab 
countries, particularly with Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Qatar, the 
United Arab Emirates, Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain, Yemen, Algeria 
and Tunisia, and has good diplomatic and economic relations with 
these countries. It is worth mentioning that in implementation 
of efficient cooperation with the Islamic world, different Islamic 
organizations and institutions play greater role. The Head of the 
State of Tajikistan has clearly highlighted at the Third Extraordi
nary Session of the Islamic Summit Conference, held in Makkah 
Al-Mukarramah in December 2005, his vision on methods, 
ways and mechanisms of ensuring a new level of cooperation 
for development of Islamic countries and high life standards of 
Muslims. Proposals of the President of Tajikistan at that influential 
forum were widely supported. At this very conference Emomali 
Rahmon stated that the great religion of Islam had no any relation 
with the international terrorism.

Designation of the City of Dushanbe as Capital of Islamic 
Culture for the year 2010 was another evidence of recognition 
of the cultural and spiritual policy of the Republic of Tajikistan 
among the countries of the Islamic world.

Implementation of cooperation of Tajikistan with advanced 
and rapidly developing countries of East and Southeast Asia – 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Brunei Darussalam is an example of 
strengthening relations of Tajikistan with those countries, as well 
as their support of the foreign policy of our country.

Tajikistan supports strengthening efficient cooperation with 
social, cultural and humanitarian institutions, first of all, with the 
UNESCO. Organization of the Day of Tajikistan at the UNESCO 
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is the sign of recognition of our country’s cultural and intellectual 
values by the international organizations. As stated by the President 
of Tajikistan, constructive dialogue between civilizations and close 
humanitarian cooperation among states are the historical necessity 
of humanity.

During the years of independence Tajikistan thanks to its 
balanced foreign policy could find its position among the civilized 
states. Tajiks successfully entered the world community; the foreign 
policy of the State of Tajikistan became harmonious with the 
modern global policy. Constructive initiatives and efforts, as well 
as wise policy of the President of Tajikistan in defending national 
interests and creating balance between national interests and 
global interests have been widely supported by the international 
community. We are proud that by the continuous initiatives and 
efforts of the Head of State, Tajikistan became an independent, 
active and respected member of the world community. This was 
a dream of the Tajik nation and valuable achievement of our 
independence. This is our vital and sacred task to ensure future 
prosperity of our Motherland.
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UPLIFTED HANDS IN PRAYER

On the eve of 20th anniversary of independence of the 
Republic of Tajikistan it is time to recall an ancient multivalued 
philosophy of our ancestors. They used to say that the water 
flowing from pure spring purifies creeks, rivers and lakes through 
which it passes. At present this purity and freshness is everywhere 
in Tajikistan. The Tajik nation among the civilized peoples of the 
world is preparing for celebration of the 20th anniversary of state 
independence of the country and is certain of further prosperity 
of their Motherland. The source of this pure environment is the 
personality of the President of Tajikistan, his skills and experience 
of governing and his political will that purifies the political, social 
and spiritual atmosphere of our country.

The greatest achievement of independence of Tajikistan at 
the end of the 20th century is the creation of national state, new 
governing philosophy, as well as self-awareness of Tajik people. 
These sacred goals and objectives of the Tajik nation that are 
the core of the independent state policy led to renaissance of the 
image and status at the global level, gave a second birth to national 
governing of Tajiks. The new governing system of Tajikistan was 
developed with full consideration of national values, traditions of 
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East, particularities of the national tradition and experiences of 
the last one thousand years, as well as realities of today’s world.

Therefore, a great achievement of the Tajik nation during the 
last one thousand years was the creation of the national state and its 
world recognition. This achievement is closely related with efforts 
and endeavors of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

At the beginning of the third millennium the world community 
despite all conflicts and challenges has taken a new step to unity, 
mutual understanding among all nations, respect of human rights 
and freedoms. At the end of the 20th century farsighted and wise 
personalities have come to power among different nations and 
states whose policy and governing methods were based on pillar 
of humanity, national and global dreams and interests. One of the 
political and cultural changes of today’s world is consideration of 
human and spiritual values in governing. 

The President of the Republic of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon 
is recognized as one of those politicians who always consider all 
abovementioned values, including humane, spiritual, traditional 
and cultural particularities in governing.

The world history is evident of the fact that real independence 
of each state is closely related with national self-awareness, 
development of new national mentality, revival of political and 
cultural thought, as well as revival of spiritual achievement of 
ancestors. Tajikistan in its path to independence under leadership of 
its President has recognized national and historical self-awareness 
as the most important factors for foundation of state independence 
and new social system. The efficient activity and fruitful efforts of 
Emomali Rahmon are the examples of attaching great importance 
on the achievements of ancestors.

Twenty years, perhaps, is not a long historical period and it is 
impossible to implement greater initiatives for such short period. 
The governing experience of the countries of the world has less 
examples of greater achievement in such a short period. However, 
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modern Tajikistan during twenty years of independence under 
the guidance of its wise and farsighted leader has proved that it is 
possible to achieve goals and turn this relatively short period into 
the period of political, economic and social development. Since the 
first years of independence despite internal conflicts and civil war, 
Tajikistan could start state building and strengthening peace and 
national reconciliation, and hence could overcome a very hard and 
difficult period of national governing. Alongside with economic 
and social recovery, Tajikistan under the guidance of its President 
and based on historical, ethical and spiritual values has ended 
the civil war and entered a new phase of development. National 
unity of Tajiks contributed to successful building of democratic 
governing, rehabilitation and overcoming civil war consequences. 
From the beginning of the new millennium, the country entered a 
new period of economic and social rehabilitation, development of 
economy, increase of population’s income, increase of investment 
in different sectors of economy. Election of Emomali Rahmon 
as the President of the country in 2006 that is the result of the 
demonstrated will of the Tajik people in new historical period 
and it is considered as their right choice. By choosing a new path 
of development and adoption of new programs and projects the 
country is striving to achieve ambitious goals. This path is put 
with taking into account human freedom and rights which are 
historically national values of the Tajik people. This freedom 
encourages the people, the nation and the state to defend and 
respect basic human rights, and the Head of the State introduces 
this freedom on the international arena. Therefore, the voice and 
message of freedom, which is harmonious with the time and space 
of Emomali Rahmon, harmonizes the pulse of the Tajik nation 
with pulse of the nations of the world, and lead to finding out 
“who we are, where from we are, and from where we came…” 

The correct and relevant path chosen by Emomali Rahmon 
for creation of national state is based on traditional wisdom 
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and historical experience of the nation. This path supported by 
colleagues, friends, students and followers of the political school of 
the President has been strengthened and enhanced widely. Today the 
supporters and followers of the Head of the State at different levels 
of the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan, the Parliament of 
the country, different political parties and movements have chosen 
this difficult and, at the same time, bright and constructive path in 
order to implement the series of programs and projects directed at 
development and prosperity of Tajikistan. Nevertheless, despite 
all these achievements Tajikistan is still going through reforms and 
changes and the Head of the State in his speeches and addresses 
difficulties and problems faced by the country, and proposes new 
initiatives for their solution. Development and implementation 
of huge public programs is one of the best ways of overcoming 
difficulties and solution of everyday problems. 

In all sectors of the governing system new methods and 
techniques of development and implementation of such programs 
have been adopted based on experience of influential international 
organizations, particularly UN and experiences of advanced 
countries.

The national economy of Tajikistan striving to achieve the 
solution of three main issues – energy independence, overcoming 
communicational isolation, and food security – in a relatively 
short period has ensured implementation of large programs and 
projects. 

The prospective of economic changes in Tajikistan are 
directed at development of the hydropower sector, contribution 
to revival of the great historical Silk Road, development export 
of natural resources. These programs are based on historical 
experiences of national governing, as well as personal initiatives of 
Emomali Rahmon with consideration of experiences of advanced 
and developed countries. Creation of large economic facilities, 
construction of some of which has been completed and some are 
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under construction, will connect us with the world and the world 
with us. 

The concept of national culture development, the author of 
which is Emomali Rahmon, takes into account very important 
historical, traditional and linguistic factors, the idea of national 
self-awareness and preservation of historical and spiritual heritage 
of our people. This concept introduces Tajikistan in the modern 
world as a civilized country and creator of cultural phenomena. 
The traditional culture, as well as elements of the ancient national 
and Islamic cultures coexists with today’s cultural and scientific 
achievements, which lead to appearance of a new national culture. 
The result of such approach to the national culture is recognition 
of Nawruz as an international celebration, and inclusion of Sarazm 
ancient site into the UNESCO World Heritage List.

A new theory of Emomali Rahmon has significantly upgraded 
an authority of the national and Islamic culture of modern 
Tajikistan in the Islamic world which has resulted in a declaration 
of Dushanbe as the capital of Islamic culture in 2010, while the 
year of honoring Imam Abuhanifa in Tajikistan was positively 
hailed by the Muslim countries and welcomed worldwide as 
the great cultural event. This recognition and evaluation of the 
heritage of the Islamic culture evidences on the development of the 
elements of global civilization in a state-governance of Tajikistan 
which is originated in a doctrine of the cultural policy of Emomali 
Rahmon.

National concept of the education system in Tajikistan first 
of all is based on the process of the globalization of information, 
renovation of a process of education and humanism of schools 
and education system. It evidences on untiring efforts of head of 
the state towards integration of the education system in Tajikistan 
in compliance with the developed world systems and on breeding 
of the national thought in schools and educational establishments. 
This noble objective has already yielded visible results and helped 
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to indeed introduce the real manifestations of modern practices 
into the structure and the contemporary system of education, new 
style of teachings and a globalization of education.

Open doors policy which is the result of a far-sighted policy 
of the President in regard to relations with the modern world, 
contributed to the recognition of the image and authority of 
Tajikistan worldwide by over 150 nations. 

Policy and creativeness of the Tajik President who relies on 
the historic experience and national political thought, testifies that 
the head of the Tajik state has deeply analyzed a way of living in 
the XXI century or rather a culture of co-existence in the modern 
world and has identified a clear way for the bright future of the 
nation. This way is originated in the self-consciousness and historic 
self-awareness of society and revival of the moral attainments of 
ancestors. Hence, it has brought an all-round attention to the 
history, past culture and the importance of an adoption of the 
experience of an outstanding principle of the policy of Emomali 
Rahmon. 

Certainly, if we take look at the history and collection of 
achievements of Tajikistan under the leadership and guidance of 
Emomali Rahmon as the son of the world-known Tajik nation, we 
come to conclusion that indeed his initiatives are recognized and 
accepted throughout the world and moreover deserve appreciation. 
As we today ink only a drop into the sea, a drop into the endless 
ocean of those deeds. However, this drop has also the shine which 
opens up and illuminates a glorious substance of human-loving 
and political nature of the head of our state. As Mawloi Balkhi 
determines, we tried to place the ocean of achivements into the jug, 
which only a part of the deeds of a “single day” was done so.

We owing to this glorious personality should be side by side 
and unite all Tajiks of Tajikistan and living across the world to 
introduce the consolidation of the Tajik nation. Our forefathers 
had a traditional custom, when praying first and foremost they 
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used to do for the Sultans (Kings), since the blessing of the king 
brings prosperity and gifts health and the happiness for the people. 
Eminent scholar and thinker Fuzaili Ayoz, whose doctrine and 
ancestral tradition were described by Sheikh Fariduddin Attor: «If 
we know that you need an only dua to be accepted by the Lord, 
wish anything that you want! I will pray and bless for the Sultan, 
since if I will pray for myself, it will impact only me, and if I do 
so for the Sultan, it will mean that I pray for the blessings of the 
whole nation».

Following this ancestor’s tradition, we uplift the hands and 
pray for the God to protect our nation under the leadership and 
guidance of this far-sighted person, patriot and a wise and fair 
ruler, helping the boat of the newest Tajik state to successfully 
float the ocean of endless policy of the modern world and always 
triumph in the banks of bright dreams and noble goals.
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Emomali Rahmon with his spouse Azizmo
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Emomali Rahmon with his mother Mairam Ziyo

Emomali Rahmon with his son Rustam Emomali
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Emomali Rahmon with his brother Nuriddin Rahmon

Emomali Rahmon at the tomb of his brother Faiziddin Rahmon



246

Emomali Rahmon with his spouse Azizmo
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Emomali Rahmon with his children and granddaughter

Emomali Rahmon with his daughter Ozoda and grandchildren
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Emomali Rahmon’s spouse at the wedding of her son Rustam

Рустам Эмомали с супругой Фатимой
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М У Д Р О С Т Ь  -  В Е Н Е Ц  П Р А В И Т Е Л Е Й

Emomali Rahmon with his granddaughter Zebunniso

Emomali Rahmon with his son Rustam and his spouse Fotima
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Emomali Rahmon in the bosom of his children and relatives
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М У Д Р О С Т Ь  -  В Е Н Е Ц  П Р А В И Т Е Л Е Й
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Emomali Rahmon congratulates his spouse on the occasion of her birthday
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М У Д Р О С Т Ь  -  В Е Н Е Ц  П Р А В И Т Е Л Е Й

Festive dastarkhan of Emomali Rahmon’s family

Emomali Rahmon with his children and grandchildren



254

Emomali Rahmon is a great lover of beauty of nature

Gardening and viticulture – Emomali Rahmon’s hobby
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М У Д Р О С Т Ь  -  В Е Н Е Ц  П Р А В И Т Е Л Е Й

Emomali Rahmon is a great lover of beauty of nature

Gardening and viticulture – Emomali Rahmon’s hobby
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Emomali Rahmon in the tulips valley
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